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The Millikin Mission:

To Deliver on the Promise of Education
At Millikin, we prepare students for:
• Professional Success
• Democratic Citizenship in a Global Environment
• A Personal Life of Meaning and Value

Our values:

At Millikin University, we value:
• Commitment to the Discovery of Knowledge
• Civil Debate
• Passion and Enthusiasm
• Dignity and Respect for Individuals
• A Diverse and Inclusive Community
• Integrity and Responsibility
• Advancement of the Greater Good

Our Annual Report:

A year at Millikin stretches from July 1 before
the academic year begins to June 30 of the
following year after the spring graduates have
received their diplomas.

In this, our annual report to the university’s
alumni and friends, we focus on selected
highlights of the Millikin year that began July 1,
2011, and ended June 30, 2012.

winter2012_Front.indd 1

In featuring these highlights, we again this year
take a cue from the mission statement and
address how Millikin and the campus community
exemplified the three core areas of our mission
throughout the 2011-12 fiscal year. In addition,
we’ll discuss our role as a recognized national
model for higher education by delivering on the
promise of education through Millikin’s unique
performance-learning techniques.
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For the fifth consecutive year, Millikin students
took top awards at the moot court competition held as
part of Model Illinois Government.

Dr. Brad Holmes, University Choir director, was
guest conductor and his choir performed with the
National Festival Chorus of high school vocalists at
Carnegie Hall in March.

Dr. Tony Magagna
was awarded a Fullbright
Lectureship.

Professional Successes
[ Selected highlights from the 2011-12 academic year ]
Millikin’s SCORE chapter was named
Illinois Chapter of the Year. SCORE is a national
nonprofit association dedicated to entrepreneurial
education and the formation, growth and success of the nation’s small businesses. Working
together, the SCORE chapter and MU’s Center for
Entrepreneurship provide counseling and technical assistance to local small business owners and
entrepreneurs. MU’s SCORE volunteers, many
of them retired executives, donate thousands of
hours each year to help small businesses succeed.
For the fifth consecutive year, Millikin
students won the moot court competition held
annually as part of Model Illinois Government.
The team of Justin Ladendorf ’12 and Joshua
Rose ’15 won the final round; Cate Harriman ’12
was recognized as most outstanding attorney for
the second time; and Kevin Stocks ’13 was her
runner-up.
MU’s American Chemical Society (ACS)
student chapter received one of only 36 national
outstanding awards from the national ACS Committee on Education. The Millikin chapter was
also presented with a Green Chemistry Chapter
Award from the ACS.
2

The internationally acclaimed University
Choir performed at Carnegie Hall in March,
opening the concert and singing with the National
Festival Chorus of high school vocalists. UChoir
director Dr. Brad Holmes was guest conductor for
the event.
Dr. Tony Magagna, assistant professor of
English, was awarded a Fulbright Lectureship in
American studies and is serving as a lecturer at the
University of Potsdam, Germany, for the 2012-13
academic year.
Six students were recognized for their
work and received awards at the 12th annual Self
Employment in the Arts (SEA) Conference held
in February. Studio art major Alexa Snyder ’13
received the best in show award and a $300 prize
in the juried art competition. Others recognized included Jess Black ’12, Peter Bushnell
’13, Favian Lobo ’12, Anna Niebrugge ’13, and
Amanda Sagan ’13.
Four students were recognized as top
presenters at the Rose-Hulman Undergraduate
Mathematics Conference in April: Lane Bloome
’13, Jackie Buhrmann ’13, Morgan Perkins ’12
and Mark Woods ’12. Only five presenters were
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“Mask,” an oil painting by Alexa Snyder ’13, was part of
the body of work named best in show at the annual Self
Employment in the Arts conference held in February.

recognized for their research presentations.
Aaron Villarreal ’13, a percussion performance major, won the 10th annual Hollis Prize
Competition held on campus in March. The
Hollis Prize, founded by Kimm Hollis ’72, features
performances by three of the top students within
the School of Music, who compete for a $2,000
prize and the opportunity to perform a recital at
the Chicago Public Library’s Harold Washington
Library Auditorium.
Forty-three students received their master’s in business administration degrees at spring
commencement following 18 months of evening
classes, and another 53 adult students earned
their bachelor’s degrees through the PACE adult
learning evening program.
Cindy Fuller, Staley Library director and
associate professor, was elected chair of the
Consortium of Academic and Research Libraries
in Illinois.
The results of a survey completed by 2011
graduates six months after their graduation
showed a 98 percent comprehensive success rate.
The figure includes a combination of graduates
who were employed or attending graduate school.

2012 Hollis Prize recipient, Aaron Villarreal ’13
(center), with his professors, Brian Justison (left) and
Jeremy Brunk, following the March competition at the
Perkinson Music Center.

Cindy Fuller was elected chair of the Consortium
of Academic and Research
Libraries in Illinois.

Top employers of the 2011 graduates included
Archer Daniels Midland Company, Memorial
Medical Center and Decatur Memorial Hospital.
Dr. Anne Rammelsberg, associate professor of chemistry, obtained her sixth patent for
work completed while on a leave of absence from
Millikin to work at Archer Daniels Midland Co. for
18 months.
Le Ann Spesard ’13 of Pana, Ill., finished
eighth in the shot put at the NCAA Championships
and earned All-American status.
Dr. Casey Watson, assistant professor
of physics, received the award for best Millikin
faculty paper for “Constraining Sterile Neutrino
Warm Dark Matter with Chandra Observations of
the Andromeda Galaxy.” The paper was published
in a March issue of the Journal of Cosmology and
Astroparticle Physics and was his first publication
with a Millikin student co-author, senior physics
major Nick Polley. Watson’s long-time collaborator Zhiyuan Li of Harvard/UCLA also assisted
with the piece. Polley won one of 10 best poster
awards for his work with Watson and Li for his
presentation at the national American Physics
Society meeting held in Atlanta in the spring. Q
Millikin quarterly | Winter 2012-13
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Jessica Tyler Wright
’96 shares her Broadway
experiences with students.

Third from left: James Bradley, 2012 T.W. Samuels
Lecturer and author of “Flags of Our Fathers,” with five
local veterans of the World War II battle at Iwo Jima.

Matt Decross ’12 discusses his poster presentation
with Barry Pearson, vice president for academic affairs,
during the Undergraduate Research Poster Symposium.

Democratic Citizenship

in a global environment

Many Decatur-area businesses and
organizations demonstrated their support of
Millikin, including some of the area’s largest
employers. For example, Archer Daniels Midland
Co. provided $50,000 toward scholarships to help
MU students achieve the dream of a Millikin education, and Tate & Lyle gave $15,000 to fund an
agriculture symposium on campus in March 2013.
In addition, PPG Industries Foundation donated
$10,000 to Millikin to support MU’s iSmartgirls
Discovery Day Camp, a technology-based camp
that was attended by 90 area girls in sixth through
eighth grade.
In March, through Millikin’s International
Fellows Program, 10 students were awarded
grants to travel abroad. Funds for the program
were provided by endowments established by
trustee emeritus Bruce ’72 and his wife, Kay
Ribordy Nims ’73, by trustees and friends in honor
of the retirement of Millikin’s President Emeritus
Douglas E. Zemke ’66, the Cornerstone International Project, and in memory of Marie Folrath
McDermott ’40.
Two successful theatre alumni held student
workshops on campus during spring semester:
Broadway stage manager Scott Rollison ’96 and
Broadway actress/violinist Jessica Tyler Wright
’96. Each shared their experiences and insightful
4

tips with theatre students.
The James W. Moore Lecture on campus
in March featured Jonathan Kozol, educator and
social justice advocate. Earlier that day, Kozol met
with a group of education students and faculty at
nearby Dennis Elementary School.
James Bradley, author of “Flags of Our
Fathers,” presented the T.W. Samuels lecture,
“Doing the Impossible” about the changed lives
of several veterans of the historic battle at Iwo
Jima during World War II, including Bradley’s
own father. Five local veterans who had served
at Iwo Jima attended the lecture, including
Trustee Emeritus Bud Pilling (center photo,
far left) and Dean Emeritus of Admission Jack
Allen ’49 (far right).
Three alumni helped judge more than
50 student research poster presentations at
the annual Undergraduate Research Poster
Symposium: Dr. John T. Hortenstine ’65, Dr.
Eric Bremer ’75 and Sidney T. Smith ’76. Several
alumni attended the symposium and its related
events, all part of the university’s annual Celebrations of Scholarship day held each spring.
More than 80 Millikin students enrolled
for summer 2012 international immersion trips
to Zambia, Taiwan, Canada, China, Italy, Chile
and Cuba. Q
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Of meaning and value

The Sigma Alpha Epsilon Illinois Delta
fraternity chapter celebrated 100 years on Millikin’s campus during Homecoming 2011. More
than 200 current and alumni members attended
the centennial celebration dinner.
Big Blue student athletes participated
in the fight against breast cancer by hosting
several “pink” events during the year, including
a Coaches vs. Cancer event in the fall and the
annual Pink Zone event at a February women’s
basketball game. The football players also participated in a “Real Men Wear Pink” campaign to
help raise breast cancer awareness.
Caterpillar Foundation made a second
payment of $1 million to Millikin in February, an
investment to help create a new Center for International Education on the university’s campus.
The gift is part of a total joint investment of up to
$11.5 million made by the Caterpillar Foundation
and its chairman and CEO, Doug Oberhelman ’75

and his wife, Diane, as part of MU’s $85 million
“Transform MU” capital campaign. On June 30,
total commitments to the campaign stood at
$55.5 million.
Twenty-one new Millikin scholarships
were endowed by alumni and friends of the
university during the 2011-12 academic year.
The university received 18 grants totaling
nearly $700,000 during the year.
In March, 13 PACE students were
inducted into Millikin’s chapter of the Alpha
Sigma Lambda honor society, which recognizes
the special achievements of adults who accomplish academic excellence while facing competing
interests of home and work. To be eligible, adult
students must have completed at least 24 credits
at Millikin, have completed at least 12 credits
in the liberal arts and sciences, have a GPA of
3.2 or above, and be in the top 20 percent of the
students meeting these criteria. Q

Expanding horizons
In spring 2012, Millikin President Harold
Jeffcoat announced there would be no increase
in tuition or housing prices for the 2012-13
academic year. “We are doing whatever we can
to stop the trend of yearly tuition increases in
higher education and to help families afford
a private education. While we can’t make any
promises about the long-term future, we intend
to continue holding down prices for as long as
possible.” As one result of the announcement,

U.S. Senator Dick Durbin (D-Ill.) selected
Millikin as the site to host his May panel discussion on pricing in higher education. Millikin
students spoke of their personal experiences at
the discussion.
As June 30 and the conclusion of the fiscal
year approached, Millikin’s initiative to develop a
new strategic plan to guide the university for the
next several years approached completion. It will
be rolled out in 2013. Q

Conclusion
The 2011-12 academic year was marked by significant achievements in several areas and vital
steps forward in others. Our university continues
to enjoy increased awareness nationally as the
unique attributes of Millikin’s performance
learning concept become increasingly known
throughout the U.S. as a model for delivering

on the promise of higher education. Again and
again, our alumni tell us they were better prepared than their peers for graduate school and
professional careers as a result of their Millikin
education. We can think of no more compelling
testimonial than that. Q
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Statistical highlights of 2011-12
Sources of Revenue

expenses
77.7%

Tuition and Fees
$59,763,000

36.4%

Scholarships
$28,907,000

11.6%

Investment, Endowment,
Grants and Other Income
$8,902,000

23.6%

Academic Support and
Instruction
$18,770,000

Room and Board
$7,120,000

14.9%

9.3%

Student Services
and Residence Life
$11,839,000

1.5%

Private Gifts
$1,161,000

10.7%

Administrative Support
$8,523,000

8.4%

Interest on Debt
and Depreciation
$6,707,000

5.9%

Operation and
Maintenance of Plant
$4,646,000

$89.20

$84.40

$88.70

2005

$76.50

2004

$105.50

$20

$65.10

$40

$54.80

$60

$62.05

$80

$91.80

$100

$106.20

$120

Market Value (in millions)

Endowment
The fund that helps support operating costs,
scholarships and other university expenses.

2011

2012

$0
2003

98% 99%
The percentage of Millikin
graduates who
found jobs or entered
graduate school
within six months
of graduation.

The percentage of Millikin
students who
rely on some type of
financial aid
in order to attend
the university.

2006

2007

2009

2010

Closing the gap
How giving helps close the gap between
what students can pay and the actual cost
of their education.

$14,154
$13,576
$13,445
$13,747
$13,470

winter2012_Front.indd 6

2008

$14,358
$13,849
$12,900
$11,448
$10,375

2012 Total: $28,512
2011 Total: $27,425
2010 Total: $26,345
2009 Total: $25,195
2008 Total: $23,845
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Dear alumni, parents and friends of Millikin University,
As national chair of the Millikin Fund, it is my
distinct pleasure to present to you our Honor
Roll of Donors for the academic year July 1,
2011, through June 30, 2012. I am pleased to
report that, during this period, commitments
to The Millikin Fund, the university’s annual
fundraising effort in support of operations,
exceeded our established goal in one of the
toughest economic climates in decades. On
behalf of those students who come to Millikin
with a great work ethic – and a great deal of
financial need – I offer sincere thanks for your
philanthropic support.
Our generous donors gave a total of
$2,235,659 to The Millikin Fund – surpassing
our goal by nearly $36,000. Key to our success
was generous support from all Millikin donors
– alumni, parents, friends, current and former
trustees, corporations and foundations. This is
a remarkable accomplishment and, we believe,
a testament that our constituents see Millikin
University as an excellent investment for their
charitable dollar.
Gifts to The Millikin Fund enhance the
quality of Millikin’s programs and facilities,
support the purchase of new technology,
provide funding for faculty excellence and help
keep our campus beautiful. Additionally, your
support through annual gifts to scholarships
allows students – many of them the first in
their families to attend college – to receive a
high-quality education, including opportunities to study abroad, earn merit scholarships
and research fellowships.
At Millikin, we also endeavor to be good
stewards of your philanthropy. One example

of this ethic may be found in our very low cost
of fundraising: Millikin University spent less
than 13 cents to raise a dollar this past academic year, compared to the national average
of 25 cents for similar programs. At Millikin,
your gift goes right where it is needed most
with very little spent on administrative and
fundraising costs.
Each donor contributes to Millikin’s
success in his or her own special way, whether
it is through time, talents or treasure. Perhaps
you are hiring Millikin alumni in the professional world, volunteering to staff a Millikin
event in your town and rallying local alumni
to attend or housing a member of the Millikin
University Choir on tour. Without the depth
and breadth of this kind of support, Millikin
would not be the great university it is today.
Efforts in the 2012-13 Millikin Fund drive
are underway and our goal is to raise another
$2.2 million in operating support. We are off
to a good start! I hope you will join me and
continue supporting our mission: to deliver
on the promise of education by preparing
students for professional success, democratic
citizenship in a global environment and
personal lives of meaning and value.

Your support is vital to
ensure Millikin’s success, and
Millikin students exemplify that
success. Within this special
Honor Roll of Donors section,
you will find profiles of several
students. These students are
some of Millikin’s best and brightest, including all 2012 recipients
of the Scovill Prize – the highest
honor that may be given to a
Millikin undergraduate.
Every attempt was made to
ensure accuracy in the reporting

Sincerely,

of donors in this publication. We
apologize for any errors that may

					

have occurred by the omission
or inaccurate listing of any name.

Michael E. Waller ’63

If an error is discovered, please

National Chair, The Millikin Fund

contact the office of alumni

Millikin University Trustee Emeritus

and development toll free at

Retired Publisher, The Baltimore Sun

1-877-JMU-ALUM.

July 1, 2011 through June 30, 2012 | Honor Roll of donors
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a day in the life of Jamiahus Walton ’13:

4

1 Playing kickball with a student at Club 305, an after-school program sponsored by First Christian Church of Decatur

for students of Parsons Elementary School. 2 In front of the Leighty-Tabor Science Center, where he spends many hours as a physics and mathematics double major.
3 Assisting a student with her mathematics workbook during Club 305. 4 Working in the physics lab, where he serves as a lab assistant.

12
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Building a
better tomorrow

by Jackson Lewis ’13

C

ollege-level soccer took
Jamiahus Walton ’13 of Peoria, Ill.,
by surprise his freshman year. “In
high school, I was used to being
one of the bigger guys on the team,” he says,
“but at Millikin, everyone was about the same.
I couldn’t get away with the little stuff I used to,
and it was absolutely terrifying.”
The learning curve was steep, but Walton
came into his own quickly. He was dubbed
Rookie MVP for the Big Blue men’s soccer team,
went on to start for the team for three years and
has aided others both on and off the field.
Walton has a big heart for helping
children and regularly volunteers at various
after-school programs. In one of his most
memorable experiences, he met Myshaun
Dozier, a disabled child who played soccer on
a local youth team. According to Myshaun’s
mother, his performance on the field improved
dramatically after Walton practiced with him.
“Seeing him enjoy that so much gave me a
feeling that I don’t think I can measure against
any other accomplishment,” Walton says.
Soccer is just one of a myriad of avenues
Walton uses to connect with people. Currently,
he volunteers at Club 305, an after-school
program at Decatur’s First Christian Church.
Through the program, he serves as a positive
role model for students of Parsons Elementary
School and assists fifth-grade students with
their mathematics homework.
Last year, he served as the resident assistant for his fellow Long-Vanderburg Caterpillar
scholars. “They were all brilliant students, and
being able to be a leader for them has pushed
me in a positive direction,” Walton says.
Walton also connects with people through
Soul Food Ministries, a part of Millikin’s

InterVarsity Christian Fellowship. “It’s called a
ministry because we want it to grow into something where people’s lives can change. If it was
just a Bible study group, we wouldn’t have to put
a name on it. We named it Soul Food because
we’re feeding the soul so lives can change.”
Brothers Moving Forward, formerly known
as Black Men Incorporated, is another student
organization Walton has helped lead during
his Millikin career. “Being a part of Brothers
Moving Forward has allowed me to encourage
young men to be positive role models in the
community and not be victims of society’s
negativity,” Walton says.
His efforts to serve as a role model have
been noticed by Dr. Eric Martell, associate professor of physics. “Jamiahus is concerned that
younger black males do not lack for role models
who express themselves through violence or
anger, and he feels compelled to show these
young men that there is another way,” Martell
says. “But that is only part of what he does that
is so noteworthy. Jamiahus has managed to
maintain a 3.818 GPA while double majoring in
physics and mathematics.”
Walton received the Scovill Prize last
semester, serves as a lab assistant for the physics department and a peer tutor for the Math
Center, and was named 2012 Outstanding Physics Major. He also participated in an engineering
internship with Southern Illinois University
in Carbondale, working to help design more
environmentally friendly car brakes.
He plans to pursue a doctorate in engineering and move into the work force from
there. “I want to build something like a pipe
connecting a small community to a water
source,” he says. “It doesn’t have to be revolutionary, it just has to be useful.” Q

“Being a part
of Brothers
Moving
Forward has
allowed me
to encourage
young men to
be positive role
models in the
community.”
– Jamiahus Walton ’13
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teaching and learning
how to heal

by Jackson Lewis ’13

D

uring his first advising
appointment, nursing major John
Blakeman ’13 of Taylorville, Ill.,
expressed interest in research.
His adviser, Dr. Sheryl Samuelson, professor
of nursing, handed him an 8-by-10 photo
of a piece of embroidery made by a woman
who rarely spoke after being diagnosed with
schizophrenia in the 1960s.
Blakeman, along with Dr. Samuelson and
Kimberly McEvoy ’11, who earned a bachelor of
science degree in nursing, conducted a qualitative research project of this woman’s condition
based on the characters in the embroidery. They
called the project, “Analysis of a Silent Voice.”
The result of the research was a commentary on nursing practice, Blakeman says. “We
found that there were many aspects the profession of nursing was missing, like awareness of
the importance of milieu, that silence should
not be inferred to be detachment and that
nurses should continue to develop new ways to
engage patients who may prefer to communicate in nontraditional ways.”
Blakeman has presented his findings at
multiple venues, including the 2010 American
Psychiatric Nurses Association Conference,
Rush University Medical Center and Millikin’s
Celebration of Scholarship. The poster for the
project also won the People’s Choice award at
Memorial Medical Center’s 2011 research day.
“Analysis of a Silent Voice” has reaffirmed
Blakeman’s mission to work with patients,
not against them. “We are here to work with
patients to get them better, not make them
better,” he says. “We get focused on being in

an authoritative position over patients, when
really we’re there to work with them and help
them become healthier.”
Blakeman applies this nursing philosophy
to geriatrics, a field he has found a passion
for through his family life. “I have always
been really close to my grandparents,” he
says. “I saw them every day when I was little.
I think what drew me in the most were their
stories. When you listen to people talk about
their lives, you begin to see what makes them
special.”
He also inherited a love of teaching
through his family. “My mom has been
teaching third grade for more than 30 years,
my grandpa was a teacher and principal, my
grandma was a teacher, and my dad has his
degree in secondary education. And now I’m
always teaching people,” Blakeman says. “My
favorite time of the week is probably tutoring.”
Dr. Gregg Marcello, assistant professor of
biology, has noticed Blakeman’s drive to assist
his fellow students. “John was an excellent
student in my class,” he says, “but what makes
him worthy of special recognition is the interest
he shows in improving the performance of his
classmates.”
Blakeman works to ensure a positive
experience for his fellow nursing students as a
member of the school of nursing’s curriculum
committee and serves as the vice president of
academic affairs on Student Senate.
“I always want to be a student and a
teacher,” Blakeman says. “That’s what I live
by. So when I am in clinicals or in class, I try to
learn from everyone, and I also try to teach.” Q

“I try to learn
from everyone,
and I also try
to teach.”
– John Blakeman ’13
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Persevering
through calculation

by Jackson Lewis ’13

L

ane Bloome ’13 of Raymond, Ill.,
has learned the meaning of perseverance through mathematics. “It’s not
about the ability never to be lost,” he
says. “It’s about being comfortable with being
lost and eventually finding your way out.”
His skills came in handy earlier this year
at the Cornell University Summer Mathematics
Institute, an eight-week program designed to
prepare undergraduate students for graduate
study. “Each night we had the equivalent of
a week’s worth of homework,” Bloome says,
“and they gave us study sessions in order to
do it. There’s very little time for ideas to really
formulate.”
Bloome was well prepared for his time
at Cornell. During summer 2011, he attended
Auburn University’s Research Experience for
Undergraduates. He also completed four independent study courses between his freshman
year and the end of his junior year, three under
the supervision of Dr. Joe Stickles, professor of
mathematics, and one under Dr. James Rauff,
professor of mathematical and computer
science.
Mathematics, however, is not the only
subject where Bloome is experienced. “I’ve
dabbled in a lot of things,” he says. “I’ve taken
upper-level classes in six different departments.
You find unity within different subjects, and I
think that’s what a liberal arts education is: a
coalescing of different ideas.”
Being part of a social community is also
important to Bloome, specifically a community
for those interested in mathematics. He is the
president of Millikin’s honorary mathematics
fraternity, Pi Mu Epsilon, and cofounder of the
Math Club.

“Mathematicians are not known for being
social beings,” Bloome says, “but the more you
relate to the people you’re working with, the
better you are at the things you do. Having an
exposure to other ideas makes things more
enjoyable and less challenging.”
The Math Club brought back “Calculus:
The Musical!,” a comedy performance/lecture
Millikin has not seen in three years. The club is
also hosting the mathematics department picnic.
Outside of Millikin, Bloome continues to
volunteer as an assistant scoutmaster for his
Boy Scout troop back home. “I really think it
offers a lot of good things to young men. Not
just things like learning how to use a pocket
knife or build a fire, but I think overall those
things build some form of confidence, selfesteem and, ultimately, leadership,” says
Bloome, who joined the program as a youth and
attained the rank of Eagle Scout.
Stickles has seen Bloome practice these
virtues since he first came to Millikin. “During
First Week his freshman year, Lane stopped by
my office to introduce himself and discuss his
career path at Millikin and beyond,” Stickles
says. “Since that time, I have had the privilege
of watching him grow into a model student, a
promising mathematical scholar and a diligent
servant to Millikin and the community.”
“There are so many people who helped me
get to where I am,” Bloome says. His advice
to students is two-fold. “First, seek out people
who will help you do what you know you can
do, and second, give back, knowing that where
you are is a product of where you have been.
Be thankful for what you have, and seek out
the resources to get where you would like to
be,” he adds. Q

“You find unity
within different
subjects, and I think
that’s what a liberal
arts education is:
a coalescing of
different ideas.”
– Lane Bloome ’13
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making a comeback

A

native of Springfield, Ill.,
Jenna Widner McCrady, PACE ’13,
first attended Millikin in spring 1997
as a nursing major, but she didn’t
stay long. “After I took microbiology,” she says,
“I decided nursing wasn’t for me. Science wasn’t
the direction I needed to go in.”
Her life was moving toward a family. “I
ended up meeting my husband, we got married
and decided to start a family right away. Once
I saw those wheels turning, I decided to wait
and postpone my educational career until I was
more ready,” McCrady says. Today, she and her
husband, Ryan, are raising a 17-year-old son,
Alex, an 11-year-old daughter, Alison (pictured
with McCrady, above), and an 8-year-old son,
Clifton.
Since Alison’s birth, McCrady has spent her
time primarily as a stay-at-home mom, working
part time off and on and volunteering. She taught
within her church, worked part time from home
as a certified lactation counselor and founded a
local chapter of MOMS Club International, an
organization committed to bettering the lives of
stay-at-home mothers and their children.
She continues her volunteer work today,
stretching her time and energy across the
globe. McCrady and her daughter raise money
and sponsor children in Uganda through an
organization called Amazina Ministries. “It’s an
amazing program,” she says, “led by a very young
woman who began adopting children and has
dedicated her life to remaining in Uganda for a
long time. She is doing a wonderful thing for a lot
of children who are orphaned and vulnerable.”
The McCradys became foster parents and
offered respite care services through Catholic
Charities until eight years ago, when they

by Jackson Lewis ’13

brought home six-day-old Clifton. “Clifton was
the first and only full-time foster placement we
accepted,” McCrady says. “He was supposed to
stay for only a few months.” He never left, and
the couple formally adopted him just before his
third birthday.
The family has been living in Decatur
for the past four years, since Ryan accepted a
position as Decatur’s city manager. When Jenna
began considering applying to Millikin’s PACE
program for early childhood education, her
husband was behind her every step of the way.
“He really encouraged me not to have any guilt
or feel bad about this choice,” she says. “It’s
been the best thing for our family.”
This fall, she was inducted into the national
honor society for nontraditional learners, Alpha
Sigma Lambda, and has earned a 4.0 GPA since
re-entering Millikin. Though still unsure of
where her degree will take her, early childhood
education offers many professional avenues,
such as teaching children between birth and
third grade, becoming a developmental therapist or working in special education. “All those
areas have interests for me,” McCrady says.
“I’ve just loved keeping my options open.”
Claudia Nichols Quigg ’75, adjunct
instructor of education, recognizes McCrady’s
success and drive. “Jenna is that rare student
who combines academic excellence with
emotional commitment,” she says. “Jenna is
an extraordinary scholar whose work I often
use as an example for other students to follow.
More importantly, she has profound respect
for children and families, and a strong desire to
support their growth. Millikin will be proud of
her contributions to the field of early childhood
education in the years to come.” Q

“Jenna is that
rare student
who combines
academic
excellence
with emotional
commitment.”
– Claudia Quigg ’75
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the future of business

by Jackson Lewis ’13

J

amie Rockhold ’14 of Clinton, Ill.,
an accounting and information systems
major, loves movies, specifically the
business behind them. “I am amazed
at how the combination of many elements,
from actors, directors and special effects to
movie trailers and posters, can lead to a film’s
financial success or dismal box office failure,”
she says.
Her love of the cinema industry sparked
the idea for her group’s business plan, which
won Millikin’s Freshman Business Plan
Competition.
MilliPlex, according to the business
plan, would not only feature the latest movie
releases, but would also contain a stage primarily for performances by Millikin students
and dinner served to patrons in a modern,
comfortable atmosphere.
According to Rockhold, her group won the
competition because they had done their homework. “From the research, we created marketing
strategies, company logistics and a detailed
financial strategy offering strong reasoning
behind all aspects of the business,” she says.
Rockhold also has the ability to share this
strong business reasoning with others. She was
selected by Dr. Mark Munoz, associate professor
of international management, for an independent fellowship project. Rockhold interviewed
several successful Latin American entrepreneurs and compiled information for the book,
“Hispanic and Latino Entrepreneurship: Profiles
and Viewpoints.”
“The purpose of the research project was
to provide future entrepreneurs with guidelines
and building blocks for their own personal

success,” Rockhold says. “I appreciate the opportunity Dr. Munoz has given me.”
Because of her achievements at Millikin,
Rockhold was selected to travel to the Dominican Republic to help establish the Millikin
Microfinance Fund, a social enterprise that gives
local entrepreneurs and artists small loans from
the fund to help sustain their businesses and
incomes.
“This trip helped me understand the impact
and importance of helping those individuals who
are less fortunate to create prosperous careers
and provide for their families,” Rockhold said.
“I believe this circle of receiving and giving back
can benefit us all.”
It’s a circle she reflects in her academics.
For her honors seminar, “Concepts of Infinity,”
Rockhold co-wrote a children’s book describing
infinity and developed a lesson plan to help
teach the idea.
Her involvement on campus also seems
to be infinite. Rockhold has served as the
president-elect for the Student Honors Advisory
Council and Collegiate DECA, treasurer and
committee chair of philanthropy and fundraising
for MilliSTAT (Millikin Students Today, Alumni
Tomorrow), received the Scovill Prize as a
sophomore, was named Tabor Student Leader of
the Year and Female Student Leader of the Year,
and spoke at last year’s opening convocation as
sophomore class representative.
“Jamie defines what a Presidential Scholar
should be. She is dedicated to her academics and
is a leader on campus, serving in a wide variety
of organizations,” says Dr. Cheryl Chamblin,
honors director and professor of economics.
“She is certainly one of Millikin’s best!” Q

“I believe
this circle of
receiving and
giving back can
benefit us all.”
– Jamie Rockhold ’14
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Restoring Sanity and Justice

by Jackson Lewis ’13

J

acqui Rogers ’14 began her Millikin
career with uncertainty. “I was very quiet
my freshman year, but I had a really
great First Year Experience Mentor
(FYEM), Kale Ewing ’13. He always made sure
to say ‘hi’ and reach out to me.”
Today, Rogers is the one reaching out to
unsure freshmen as an FYEM for her second
year in a row. Between the freshmen in her residence hall and the seminar class she oversees,
she has about 60 first-year students to look
after. In addition to serving as an FYEM, Rogers
is president of Student Senate, co-founder of
College Republicans and a member of Millikin’s
wind ensemble.
She successfully juggles a double major in
political science and philosophy with a minor
in music performance. She even managed to
receive the Scovill Prize as a sophomore. However, Rogers’ campus involvement goes beyond
her major and the positions she holds.
“I interned at a law firm in Washington,
D.C., for criminal defense this summer,” Rogers
says. In addition to experience in the workplace,
she has also gained a better understanding of
her goals after Millikin.
“I learned that I want to go into criminal
prosecution instead of defense,” Rogers says.
“Sometimes it would be frustrating because
I knew the client was guilty, but I had to help
them. That’s what the justice system is about.
Everyone is given their due process.”
As a freshman, Rogers attended the “Rally
to Restore Sanity and/or Keep Fear Alive,” led
by talk show hosts Stephen Colbert and Jon
Stewart in Washington. “They made it a big
theatrical event to parody all the theatrics in
politics today. The entire national mall was

crammed with people.”
Rogers then returned to Millikin to complete her freshman focus project, “Attack of the
Attack Ads,” which analyzed one advertisement
from President Obama and one from Senator
McCain in the 2008 campaign.
“Very often,” Rogers says, “their ads didn’t
talk about themselves at all. They only attacked
the other candidate. How can people make educated decisions if they’re not getting accurate
information about the candidates?”
“Jacqui is certainly a citizen of the university,” says Dr. Bobbi Gentry, assistant professor
of political science and Rogers’ adviser. “She is
continually working to improve the institution
as a student leader, a service leader and as a
leader who seeks to improve the community.”
Rogers plans to focus her remaining years
at Millikin on the success of her first-year
students, the growth of Student Senate and her
own intellectual growth as a democratic citizen.
“I hope to be re-elected and serve as Student
Senate president my senior year,” she says. “I’m
also starting my James Millikin Scholar (JMS)
project. I’m going to look at conspiracy theories
in politics, how they came about and why people
continue to push them.”
After Millikin, Rogers plans to continue her
personal development. “My dream is to go to
Georgetown for law school,” she says, “and then
go into criminal prosecution from there.”
Dr. Eric Roark, associate professor of
philosophy, says: “Jacqui has given more than
anyone could ask of a student through her
academic curiosity, her leadership, her support
of students and her willingness to spread the
virtues of Millikin.” Q

“She is
continually
working to
improve the
institution as a
student leader,
a service leader
and as a leader
who seeks to
improve the
community.”
– Dr. Bobbi Gentry
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Leading with a smile

by Jackson Lewis ’13

E

mily Schneider ’13 of Mascoutah,
Ill., gets the job done by staying organized and optimistic. She balances
a double music performance major
in flute and voice with the responsibilities of
being a James Millikin Scholar (JMS), volunteers for the Newman Catholic community,
serves as Pi Beta Phi’s new member coordinator and holds a 4.0 GPA.
Her optimism was especially important
during her time as a First Year Experience
Mentor (FYEM). “Being an FYEM taught me
so much about leading others and being in a
constant upbeat mood. It was at times a great
challenge but overall, such a rewarding experience. It taught me how to lead my peers without
being superior and how to make the most out of
volunteering opportunities.”
Though she is not an FYEM this year, she
is instead using that time to serve Pi Beta Phi in
her role as new member coordinator. Schneider
is charged not only with educating Pi Phi’s new
members about Pi Phi history and culture but
is also responsible for their well-being. “Pi Phi
means so much to me,” Schneider says. “It’s a
bond that only my fellow sisters understand,
and it’s something that lasts a lifetime.”
Schneider also sets the example with her
experience with the flute. This summer, she
participated in a weeklong master class at MU
taught by Bernard Z. Goldberg, the principal
flutist of the Pittsburgh Symphony for 46 years.
“Bernie is one of the most charismatic and
engaging teachers I have had the opportunity
to work with,” Schneider says. “His knowledge of the flute, music and musicianship is
awe-inspiring.”
In addition to her work with the flute,

Schneider has sung in multiple operas, including Millikin’s production of “Orpheus in the
Underworld,” where she played the part of
Cybele. “I’m so thankful for the strong foundation Millikin has helped me create,” she says.
“They teach you how to better yourself rather
than expect perfection.”
Another area that has inspired Schneider
is the stories behind marriage engagements,
and she has devoted her JMS project to a
study of these stories since the 1960s and how
these rituals invoke gender roles. “Because
our society has changed so much,” she says,
“I’m interested to see if the ritual and gender
associations have changed as well.”
Schneider started gaining experience in
research during her freshman year, when she
presented during Millikin’s Day of Scholarship on the effect Coca-Cola’s advertising has
had on the company’s overall success. “The
visuals they give us are enticing and have
helped shape American culture,” Schneider
says, “and I’ve learned that when something is
‘American,’ people will go to great lengths to
have it.”
After Millikin, Schneider plans to attend
graduate school to become a music librarian,
combining her passion for music and her dream
of being a librarian. “I can totally see myself
being the music librarian who plays piano and
organ at church and gives flute, voice and piano
lessons – kind of like Marian the librarian from
‘The Music Man.’”
“Clearly, only great organizational skills
and an energetic attitude can sustain this
amount of activity,” says Dr. Laurie Glencross,
associate professor of music. “Emily is a
remarkable student.” Q

“I can totally
see myself
being the
music librarian
who plays
piano and
organ at church
and gives flute,
voice and piano
lessons.”
– Emily Schneider ’13
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The Human Connection

by Jackson Lewis ’13

J

essica Staire ’13, a music education
major from Mahomet, Ill., has been
around the world, from Haiti to China, to
teach and learn from children. “There’s
just so much positivity in kids, even if they don’t
know it,” Staire says. “If I act excited about
something, the kids will be just as excited
about it.”
Staire spent the summer in China with Dr.
Nancy Gaylen, associate professor of education,
fulfilling her global studies credit and teaching
English as a second language to children.
During the winter of 2010, Staire participated in a mission trip to Haiti, where she was
met with entirely new experiences. “When I
went over there, I didn’t speak a lick of Creole. I
couldn’t talk to these kids in the same way I talk
to other kids.”
Despite the language barrier, Staire connected with one of her students on a walk to the
town’s water source. “We pointed at things and
said what they were in English and what they
were in Creole,” she says. “By the end of the
night, we developed a friendship even though all
we said was things like ‘rock, tree, star!’ It just
goes to show that even with a language barrier,
human beings can go together.”
An appreciation of other cultures is an
important lesson in Staire’s classroom. She
developed an ethnomusicology curriculum
about Filipino culture and music for her James
Millikin Scholar (JMS) project. “My mom was
born in the Philippines. She moved to the U.S.
when she was 6 or 7,” she says. “So, I wanted to
do something to further myself professionally,
but also something that would allow me to learn

more about myself and about my own culture.”
The curriculum in the classroom at Decatur’s Dennis Elementary, where Staire interns,
had a focus on culture before she arrived, and
her JMS project was an easy fit. “I really like
working over at Dennis because there’s such
diversity in the school,” she says, “which is not
something I got to experience when I was in
high school.”
Staire and other Millikin students explore
music education theory through the Kodály*
Music Education Student Group. The group’s
mission is to give music educators more tools to
use in the classroom in order to teach a wider
variety of students.
“We look through lesson plans and talk
about mixing different educational theories, so
we have a diverse way of presenting things to
the class,” Staire says. “That way it appeals to
many different types of learners.”
In addition to her experiences educating in
and beyond the classroom, Staire has volunteered at Decatur’s Homework Hangout, was
awarded the Scovill Prize last semester and led
a Bible study last year with the InterVarsity
Christian Fellowship.
“Jessica makes it very clear that she strives
for excellence,” says Dr. Travis Stimeling, assistant professor of music, “not only because she
holds herself to higher standards, but because
she genuinely wishes to use her many talents to
the fullest extent.” Q

“There’s just
so much
positivity
in kids, even
if they don’t
know it.”
– Jessica Staire ’13

* Kodály (pronounced co-DIE) is the last name of Zoltán
Kodály, a Hungarian composer, ethnomusicologist, pedagogue, linguist and philosopher.
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merging business and law
by Jackson Lewis ’13

K

evin Stocks ’13, of Bloomington,
Ill., a finance major on a pre-law
track, was elected president of the
Tau Kappa Epsilon (TKE) Beta
chapter the second semester of his sophomore
year. “Being a sophomore president was a
challenge,” he says. “The good thing, though, is
that sophomores are really motivated. From the
start, I brought a lot of new ideas that people
really hadn’t thought about.”
As president, Stocks implemented an
online bill pay system that increased TKE’s
collections by 25 percent and overhauled
recruitment to bring in the largest number of
new members the chapter had seen in four
years. Also under his leadership, the chapter
was awarded the Five Star Chapter designation,
Millikin’s award for excellence in Greek life.
“It’s taught me a lot about how to approach
situations and make decisions,” Stocks says.
“You don’t get experience like that anywhere
else.” Stocks took the lessons learned as TKE’s
president and was elected president of Millikin’s Interfraternity Council his junior year.
“It was the natural next step,” Stocks says. “I
felt comfortable enough with my knowledge
and experience that I could step into the
position.”
Stocks and fellow TKE David Anderson ’11,
his moot court partner, came away from the
2011 Illinois Moot Court Competition with the
“Most Outstanding Team” award. This year,
Stocks received the “First Runner-Up Most
Outstanding Attorney” award.
Stocks also uses his logical prowess for
other purposes. For his James Millikin Scholar
(JMS) project, he is developing strategies
with the Tabor School of Business to increase

enrollment. “The goal is to create an idea or
program that can make a beneficial impact on
enrollment,” Stocks says. “The research has
been about what actually entices students.”
He spent this summer interning in the
bank security department at State Farm’s
headquarters back home in Bloomington. “It’s
an awesome company,” he says. “One of the
coolest parts was that I got to meet the general
counsel. I talked with him about the legal field
and picked his brain.”
This was a rare opportunity for Stocks,
considering his professional interest. “I want
to end up somewhere in the intersection of
business and law. I enjoy looking at business
through a legal lens.”
With his time at Millikin coming to a
close, Stocks reflects on his time here and
looks forward to graduate studies in law. “I’ve
loved Decatur,” he says. “It has a great smalltown atmosphere.” Stocks has close ties to the
community. His father grew up in Decatur, his
grandmother still lives there and his grandfather, Robert Frederick Stocks ’59, attended
Millikin after serving in the military.
“I’m ready to see something different
now,” he says. “I started hearing from law
schools by the end of fall semester, so now I can
start making decisions about where I want to
end up.”
Dr. Cheryl Chamblin, honors director and
professor of economics, has noticed Stocks’
tenacity and drive. “Kevin is one of the strongest students I have taught in my 28 years at
Millikin,” she says. “He demonstrates analytical
skills I have not seen in other honors level
students, and he is not content to just ‘get the
job done.’” Q

“I want to end
up somewhere
in the intersection of
business and
law. I enjoy
looking at
business
through a
legal lens.”
– Kevin Stocks ’13
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Catch the fever:
Homecoming 2012
Highlights from the October celebration begin on
this page and run through page 77. Enjoy!
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1 Homecoming 2012 royalty Ali Schipma ’13 and Luke Petersen ’13 at halftime of the homecoming football game. 2 Carol

Lithgow Smithson, Martha Raber Alford and Susan Sanford Umer, all class of ’72, catch up during the Saturday Morning
Mingler reception. 3 The Millikin Men perform during Friday’s Alumni Awards dinner. 4 Daniel Richards ’07 talks to current
MU journalism students at a Career Connections presentation. 5 Awardees Lin Stoner ’73, Barbara Burgis Zuegel ’53,
Herbert Zuegel ’52, Bill Wright ’59, Dick Dechert ’54, Alumni Relations Director Jan Devore, Suzanne Short ’00, Denise Fogel
’91, Athletic Hall of Fame Chairman Merle Chapman ’59 and Lance Brooks ’06 at halftime. 6 Chuck Zweck ’97 talks with
Mark Livasy ’78 during the Saturday Morning Mingler reception. 7 Jennifer Friday ’77 chats with Oashon Chalmers ’72 at the
Center for Multicultural Student Affairs Alumni Meet and Greet. 8 Jerry Cross ’72 shares a memory book with Alumni and
Development Interim Vice President Dave Brandon during Saturday’s Morning Mingler. 9 Dan Stuby ’07, Nathanael Kotras
’04 and Jessica Madsen ’87 talk to MU music majors during a Career Connections program. 10 Awardee Mary Covey Coventry ’82 and her daughter, Taffy Lynn Robbins, have their photo taken by Mary’s granddaughter and Taffy’s daughter, Skye, during

16

the School of Nursing Legacy of the Lamp reception. 11 Gretchen Burghart ’02, Melissa Harres Maupin ’02 and Eric Zollinger
’97 talk about life after graduation during a Career Connections presentation to theatre and dance majors. 12 Jake Mott ’09
and Jovaris Perry ’10 hit the court during a Men’s Basketball Alumni Game at Griswold. 13 Annette Russo ’80, Richard Keen III
’95 and Katie Hinton ’03 talk about their artwork during the reception for the Millikin Alumni Art Invitational in the Perkinson
Gallery. 14 Career Connections biology presenter Eric Scholl ’09 discusses his topic with professors David Horn and Judy
Parrish, and Anne-Marie Proske Berk ’88. 15 Alumnus of the Year recipients Herbert Zuegel ’52 and Barbara Burgis Zuegel
’53 celebrate with Cara Proud Vasconcelles ’87 (hugging Barbara), Linda Denby Bowen ’87, Kathy Dugan Danosky ’87 and
Julie Moser ’88, Tri-Delt sisters of their daughter, Carol Zuegel Longman ’87, at the All-Alumni Reception. 16 Melissa Nodurft,
Isabelle Jeffries, Audra Davis, Kaitlin Powell, all class of ’12, and Director of Residence Life Molly Pawsey Berry at an open
house for former resident assistants. 17 Big Blue fans cheer on the football team against North Central College.
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2012 Alumni Awards

Alumnus of the year:
The Zuegels

H

erbert Zuegel ’52 and
Barbara Burgis Zuegel ’53
of Park Ridge, Ill., were named
co-recipients of the 2012 Alumnus
of the Year award, the highest alumni award
presented by the university.
The couple has demonstrated a strong
commitment and dedication to Millikin for
many years through generous financial support
and service.
The Zuegels established the Zuegel
Business Information Technology (ZBIT)
endowment fund for the Tabor School of
Business and made another very
generous gift to the ZBIT fund during
the extension of the “Advancing the
Vision” capital campaign. During the
current capital campaign, “Transform
MU,” the Zuegels continued to support the ZBIT fund, as well as making
a commitment to the proposed new
university center. They also faithfully
support The Millikin Fund every year.
The Zuegels also support their
alma mater with their time and talents.
They have assisted in planning alumni
activities in Springfield and Chicago
for more than 30 years. They have
co-hosted a dinner for the Millikin
Women’s choir and have also hosted
choir members as houseguests. They
have served as members of the Parent
Board, as inaugural representatives
of Millikin to other colleges, and as
voluntary admission counselors. Herb
previously served on his class reunion
committee and is currently his class
agent for fundraising for the class of 1952.
They are members of Millikin’s Medallion
Society, honoring the 200 most influential
people in the university’s first 100 years. In
addition, Herb received the Young Alumnus
Award in 1965, and he and Barb received the
Alumni Loyalty Award in 1990.
After graduating from Millikin, Herb
served with the U.S. Army in Korea for two
years, receiving a commendation for troop

60

information and education. On his return
to the Chicago area, he joined Illinois Bell,
where he was chosen to start Ameritech at the
Bell Systems’ divestiture in 1984. After more
than 30 years with the company, he retired as
director of budgets and systems in 1985, then
became the global information officer for the
Wm. Wrigley Jr. Company. In 1992, he was
named one of the top 100 chief information
officers in the country. He left Wrigley to serve
as associate research director and adjunct
professor at the University of Illinois’ College
of Business Administration in Chicago from
1992 to 2000.
Barb was a kindergarten and primaryschool teacher in Chicago, and a first-grade
teacher in Joliet, Ill. She has also served as a
volunteer reading coach for the local school
district.
Herb and Barb live in Park Ridge, Ill.,
where Herb has held multiple civic and church
leadership roles, including serving on the K-8
board of education for Park Ridge, as stewardship campaign chair for their church and on
the economic development task force for the
city of Park Ridge. He is also an active member
of the board of directors for The Kalo Foundation of Park Ridge, a nonprofit organization
dedicated to preserving the rich artistic legacy
of the city through education, advocacy and
preservation.
They met at the railway station in Chicago
while waiting for the train to take them to
Millikin, and have been married 58 years. They
have two grown daughters: Nancy Zuegel and
Carol Zuegel Longman ’87. They also have two
grandchildren.
Herb says he is grateful to Millikin, and
feels “like I’m ancient living proof of the
present mission” to deliver on the promise of
education by preparing students for professional success, democratic citizenship in a
global environment and a personal life of
meaning and value. He adds, “Before coming
to Millikin, I had hardly considered some of
these concepts. And further, I found there a
wife for life!” Q
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Merit-Loyalty Award
Scott Flora ’78 was named recipient of the
Alumni Merit-Loyalty Award for his achievements in the medical devices/biotechnology
field of business and his loyalty and service to
his alma mater.
In November 2011, Flora joined
OmniGuide Inc., a privately-held medical
device company, as president and CEO. He also
is a director of Tengion Inc., a clinical-stage
biotechnology company that develops processes
for organ and tissue regeneration.
From 2006 to 2011, Flora was global
president of surgical devices for Covidien,
where he was responsible for a team of 10,000
employees, a global sales force of 1,000, seven
manufacturing sites and four research and
development facilities. Prior to joining Covidien, he spent 19 years with Smith & Nephew, a
global medical technology firm, advancing to
the position of president/general manager of
orthopedics reconstruction.
Before the demands of his new position
with OmniGuide led him to step down, Flora
was an active member of Millikin’s board of
trustees beginning in 2010, serving on the
campaign steering, alumni and external development, and facilities committees.
Flora has been a loyal advocate of Millikin
with his employers, helping build relationships
between Covidien recruiters and the university,
as well as securing grants for athletic trainers
from Smith & Nephew.
Merit Award
With more than 200 of his original music
compositions available on iTunes and 14 albums
to his credit, Kerry Muzzey ’92 was named
recipient of the Alumni Merit Award for his
outstanding work in the field of music.
Originally from Joliet, Ill., Muzzey began
studying classical organ at age 10 and began
writing music the next year. After graduating
from Millikin, he moved to New York in 1993 to
begin an apprenticeship with the music director
of the daytime drama, “One Life to Live,” while
also working at the music publishing division of

EMI Records as licensing coordinator. He left
EMI in 1995 for a position with MTV Networks,
where he worked for VH1 as the director of
music and film clearance. In 2006, he made the
leap to full-time composing, releasing several
albums on iTunes and scoring documentaries
for Discovery and the History Channel. In 2010,
he moved to California, where he currently
resides.
While living in New York, Muzzey provided
tours of MTV Networks’ headquarters and a
behind-the-scenes look into the music business
for Millikin students visiting the city as a way of
supporting his alma mater.
As a Millikin student, Muzzey participated
in theatre productions, chorus, Phi Mu Alpha
Sinfonia and dance ensembles while earning his
bachelor’s degree in music (piano) performance.
Loyalty Award
Richard “Dick” Dechert ’54 was recipient of
an Alumni Loyalty award in recognition of his
outstanding commitment and service to Millikin
and his community.
A member of Millikin’s Alumni Board
from 2004 to 2007, Dechert is a devoted fan of
the Big Blue and attends many athletic events
on campus. He has also provided research
assistance in verifying scores and records of
Athletic Hall of Fame nominees. He serves as a
volunteer assistant coach for the women’s golf
team, where he assists his wife, Marilyn Trainer
Dechert ’55, the team’s coach, in recruiting.
Dechert is a loyal and cheerful ambassador
for Millikin, assisting with many phonathons
over the years. He served as the first class agent
for the class of 1954. He was an active member
of the Quarterback Club for many years. Each
year, he assists and participates in the annual
Big Blue golf outing for the Millikin Big Blue
Club. He currently serves on the SAE chapter
house corporation and chapter alumni boards
and plays in the annual SAE alumni golf outing.
Through more than 50 years of giving,
Dechert has provided generous support for
Millikin through the annual fund, the Big Blue
Club and women’s golf.
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Loyalty Award
Willard “Bill” Wright ’59 was recipient of
an Alumni Loyalty award in recognition of
his dedicated and faithful service to Millikin.
A devoted alumnus and former student
athlete, Wright is an active member of the
Big Blue Club advisory board and exhibits
an enduring passion for the student-athlete
experience. He and his wife, Madeleine
“Maddy” Weber Wright ’62, attend most home
football games and many men’s basketball
games, traveling 160 miles roundtrip to do so.
Wright served as captain of Millikin’s first
cross country team, and the university’s H. W.
Wright Classic cross country meet was named
in his honor in 2008, recognizing both his team
leadership and his continued support of Millikin
athletics.
Through more than 50 years of giving,
Wright has provided generous support for Millikin through the annual fund and the Big Blue
Club. He has contributed to the “Advancing the
Vision” capital campaign, supporting a global
studies program in honor of the late Professor
Emeritus Bill Williams ’55 and helping name
a classroom in ADM-Scovill Hall in honor of
the late Professor Glen Smith. Wright retired
as information systems manager at Caterpillar
Inc.’s Morton facility in 1997, following a
32-year career with the company.

for more

Information
To read more about our
Alumni Award recipients
or Athletic Hall of Fame
inductees visit
http://bit.ly/MU-HC.
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Young alumnus Award
Gregg Meisenhelter ’00 of Decatur was
named recipient of the Young Alumnus Award
in recognition of his outstanding career in
business and real estate development.
Currently the owner of Lock Stock & Barrel
and part-owner of The Winery, Meisenhelter
has also been instrumental in developing and
locating tenants for other properties he owns
in Millikin’s campustown area, including two
restaurants, a bakery, a fresh food market,
a bike shop and a comics store. His goal is
to develop a campustown that supports the
university.
Meisenhelter owns several other businesses
and properties in and beyond the Decatur area,

including downtown Decatur’s Katz Piano Bar,
which he acquired in 2011. He owns numerous
residential properties within a two-block radius
of Millikin, as well as several commercial buildings. He is also part-owner of One More Bar &
Grill in Stonington, Ill., and recently announced
plans for a commercial shopping, hotel and
restaurant development on Decatur’s south side.
He was named 2010 Entrepreneur of the Year by
the Greater Decatur Chamber of Commerce.
In addition to his real estate holdings,
Meisenhelter and his mother co-own United
Waste Service, a business that has been in his
family for nearly 35 years.
SCHOOL OF NURSING
ALUMNUS OF THE YEAR
Mary Covey Coventry ’82, of Mt. Zion, Ill., is
a board certified internal medicine nurse practitioner for the practice of Drs. Patil and Atluri
at St. Mary’s Hospital in Decatur. She joined the
practice in November after serving as a nurse
practitioner with Internal Medicine Associates at
Decatur Memorial Hospital since 1999.
Coventry began her nursing career in 1982
as a medical and oncology certified nurse at St.
Mary’s Hospital. In 1994, she was promoted to
St. Mary’s night nursing supervisor, a position
she held for five years prior to joining Internal
Medicine Associates.
She served as an adjunct nursing professor
at Millikin in 2011 and has worked as a nurse
practitioner with Decatur Memorial Hospital’s
Hospice program since 2010, providing home
visits to assure Medicare compliance. She also
gives presentations to local clubs and organizations about health awareness, cancer awareness
and women’s health issues.
Coventry earned a master’s degree in
nursing from the University of Illinois Chicago/Peoria in 1994 and a doctorate in
nursing practice/nurse practitioner in 1998,
also from the U of I Chicago/Peoria. Coventry
is a member of the Illinois Society of Advanced
Practice Nurses and a founding past president
of the local chapter of Alpha Tau Delta nursing
honor society.
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ATHLETIC HALL OF FAME
Lance Brooks ’06, formerly of New Berlin,
Ill., is one of only two Millikin alumni who have
competed on a U.S. Olympic team.
A professional discus athlete, Brooks qualified for the 2012 Olympic team with a personal
best throw of 65.15 meters on June 28 at the
Olympic track and field trials. During the discus
preliminaries in London on Aug. 6, Brooks
finished 21st among 41 throwers. Although he
did not qualify for the Olympic discus finals this
year, Brooks plans to continue his training and
vie for a spot on the U.S. team for the 2016 Rio
de Janeiro games.
A standout on the Big Blue track and field
team, Brooks was named most valuable thrower
in 2005 and 2006. He set the Millikin record
for discus in May 2006 with a throw of 57.85
meters, breaking his own record. This is 9.13
meters farther than the next best throw, which
was in 1996. Named co-captain of the track and
field team in 2006, he was an outdoor track and
field NCAA Division III All-American, placing
fourth in the nation in discus that year.
He was the discus champion for the CCIW
in both 2005 and 2006. He received all-CCIW
honors at the conference meet all four years,
placing first in 2005 and 2006, second in 2004
and fifth in 2003.
Denise Fogle ’91 of Naperville, Ill.,
played first base for the Big Blue softball
team, which had a winning season every year
she played. She was named a GTE Academic
All-American three times and was named to the
All-CCIW team in 1989 and 1990.
At the time she graduated, she held the
Millikin records for career hits, doubles, RBIs,
putouts and batting average. She is still tied for
the school record of most doubles in a game.
She also received the softball team’s “Best Bat”
award in 1989 and “Best Glove” awards in 1989
and 1990.
In recognition of her athletic excellence,
academic achievement, service and leadership,
Fogle was named Millikin’s NCAA Woman of
the Year in 1991. She also received the NCAA
Division III Woody Hayes National Scholar

Athlete award. In 1990, she was named a
student laureate by the Lincoln Academy of
Illinois.
Suzanne Murphy Short ’00 of Mt.
Zion, Ill., was a standout volleyball player for
the Big Blue, playing 498 games and winning
letters all four years of her college career.
As a freshman, she was not only a regular
starter but was also ranked second in the nation
among NCAA Division III players in assists,
with 12.43 per game.
A team co-captain during both her junior
and senior years, she was named most valuable
player (along with Bethany Davis) her junior
year. The entire team was named MVP her
senior year, when they won the CCIW championship. The 1999 team also holds the Millikin
record for best winning percentage in a season,
with .897 (35-4). In 2004, Short organized the
fifth anniversary reunion of that championship
volleyball team at homecoming.
Short holds three of the top five spots for
all-time season assists: No. 1 in 1999 with 1,658;
No. 2 in 1998 with 1,555 and No. 5 in 1997
with 1,347. She also holds the record for career
assists, with 5,582 and is tied in the No. 2 spot
for career service aces, with 185.
Lin Stoner ’73 of Decatur is recognized
for his accomplishments in recruiting student
athletes to Millikin.
Stoner spent his entire working career
at Millikin, starting in 1973 as coordinator of
student recruitment for all sports and assistant
football coach. In 1977, he became a full-time
admission counselor, based in Chicago. He
rose through the ranks of the admission office,
becoming director and then dean of admission.
Stoner retired in 2005 as dean emeritus of
admission but returned to Millikin this year to
serve as a part-time consultant for the recruitment process, mainly for student athletes.
Under his leadership as dean of admisison, the university saw consistent increases
in enrollment. Stoner was instrumental in
the expansion of the James Millikin Scholars
program and also key to increasing minority
enrollment at Millikin. Q
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Homecoming Reunion Photos

Delta Delta Delta 100 years
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Photos by D.R. Roberts and Associates.
To order prints online, visit www.drroberts.com.
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Homecoming Reunion Photos

Pi Beta Phi 100 years
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Homecoming Reunion Photos

1

2

3
1 Class of 1942 Standing: Virginia Martin Weakly. Seated: John Weakly ’74 (son of Virginia Martin Weakly). 2 Class of 1947 Seated: Ellie Hurtt Williams. Standing: Jack

Brown, Virginia Brown (wife of Jack Brown). 3 Class of 1952 Row 1: Jackie Dunkel Sward ’53 (wife of Rod Sward), Helen Foster Swiney ’53 (wife of Jess Swiney), Barbara Burgis
Zuegel ’53 (wife of Herb Zuegel), Jean Raebel Unrath, Patricia Dolejs (wife of Richard Dolejs). Row 2: Virginia Herron Cannon, Rod Sward, Jess Swiney, Herb Zuegel, Richard Unrath
(husband of Jean Raebel Unrath), Richard Dolejs ’51, Evelyn Walden Whiting. Row 3: Loranna Klein (wife of William Klein), Jackie Traughber Calamello, Elta Turner Cooke, Mary Lou
Asbury Fochtmann, Eleanor Hawkins Behrend. Row 4: Donovan Durland, William Grant (friend of Jackie Calamello), William Rhein, William Klein.
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5
4 Class of 1957 Row 1: Judy Beaman, Alice Mueller LeFevre ’58 (wife of Edward LeFevre), Jeanne Littleton Stillman ’58 (wife of Jim Stillman), Phyllis Morris Lotchin ’59 (wife of

Roger Lotchin), Nancy Bolen James ’54 (wife of Roger James), Jody Sparks Hantel, Larry Hamilton. Row 2: Carol Rayhill (wife of David Rayhill), Edward LeFevre, Audrey Brei (wife of
Wayne Brei), Wayne Brei, Nancy Bettinghaus ’58 (wife of Jim Bettinghaus), Roger James, Shirley Warren (wife of Larry Warren), Shirley Pattengill Hamilton ’54 (wife of Larry Hamilton),
Connie Ewing (wife of Thomas Ewing). Row 3: David Rayhill ’58, Kent Brown, Laura Brown (wife of Kent Brown), Judy Slater (wife of Lyle Slater), Judy Cain ’59 (wife of Bob Cain), Larry
Warren, Marylyn Quigley Welch, Clara Peters ’59, Thomas Ewing. Row 4: Gene Wolanin, Duane Beals, Jim Bettinghaus. Row 5: Jim Stillman, Lyle Slater, Bob Cain (husband of Judy
Cain), Roger Lotchin, Carolyn Rau (wife of Marvin Rau), Marvin Rau, Larry Peters. 5 alpha chi omega class of 1962 Row 1: Mary Gendry Werries, Diane Behrend Edwards,
Jean Reiners Moser. Row 2: Jan Clough Upper, Norma Kelly Hazelrigg. Row 3: Joy Kettelkamp Campbell, Marie Galloway Marvin, Judie Hehmeyer Johnson.
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1
1 Class of 1962 Row 1: Jamene Cattinari McCall, Jan Clough Upper,

Nancy Dehner Mathews, Carolyn Baldwin Quinlan, Beverly Gulick Carmean,
Ellen Rogers Hazelrigg, Betty Garrett, Bev Hood Doty, Joann Hartke
Dennis, Alice Dashiell Douthit, Ruth Dechant Gale, Judy Wesoloski (wife
of George Wesoloski), Judie Hehmeyer Johnson. Row 2: Dave Gendry ’59
(husband of Mary Werries Gendry), Mary Werries Gendry, Sherry Skidmore
Mueller, Marie Galloway Marvin, Diane Behrend Edwards, Joy Kettelkamp
Campbell, Maddy Weber Wright, Janet Harris Shurtleff ’60 (wife of Charles
Shurtleff), Charles Shurtleff, Dan Doty (husband of Bev Hood Doty), Phillip
Dennis (husband of Joann Hartke Dennis), Bill Douthit (husband of Alice
Dashiell Douthit), Walt Gale (husband of Ruth Dechant Gale), Ron Smith,
George Wesoloski, Jean Reiners Moser, Gordon Johnson (husband of Judie
Hehmeyer Johnson). Row 3: Bill Mueller ’60 (husband of Sherry Skidmore
Mueller), Norma Kelly Hazelrigg, Jim Edwards ’63 (husband of Diane
Behrend Edwards), Harold “Sam” Campbell (husband of Joy Kettelkamp
Campbell), Larry Rule, Dale Brown ’61, Phil Blankenburg, Jerry Freeman,
Carolyn (Terri) Nepil Siska, Ryan Jorstad, Bruce Moser ’64 (husband of Jean
Reiners Moser). Row 4: Gina Riggle (wife of Dan Riggle), David Hazelrigg
(husband of Ellen Rogers Hazelrigg), James Quiram, Don Upper (husband of
Jan Clough Upper), Marsha Bollinger (friend of Larry Rule), Sharon Besalke,
Vic Cushing, Pamela Gendry (wife of Bob Gendry). Row 5: Dan Riggle,
Delores Severino (wife of Bill Severino), Bill Severino, June Rutz (wife of
Del Rutz), Del Rutz, Ron Haynes, Sandy Smith Quiram ’64 (wife of James
Quiram), Bob Martin, Ernie Dash, Chris Foster (wife of Dan Foster), Dan
Foster, Bob McCall (husband of Jamene Cattinari McCall), Bob Gendry.
2 Class of 1967 Row 1: Don Livesay, Suzie Lyman Miller, Carla File

Scott ’73 (wife of Milt Scott). Row 2: John Baird, Steve Mathias, Milt Scott,
2
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Henry Hagen.
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3 Class of 1977 Row 1: Mark Kuhnke, Denise Hinck Pullen, Jennifer Friday, Angie Ward Brockley, Julia Quick Wolf, Mark Mueller. Row 2: Jim Douglass, Gary Cook, Gregg Guichard,

Michael Hayek, Basil Bakakos, Sam Trusner.
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1
1 Class of 1972 Row 1: Charlie Bilodeau, Dale Tully Kasha ’71 (wife of Chuck Kasha), Jan Cross (wife of Jerry Cross), Monisha Dickenson (wife of Bob Dickenson), Jean Flanders

Holmes, Susie Hill Moore, Rosemary Lawton Wehnes, Mary Donaldson Anderson, Camille Kulka. Row 2: Bill Harrington, Chuck Kasha, Jerry Cross, Bob Dickenson, Stewart Holmes
(husband of Jean Flanders Holmes), Bob Moore (husband of Susie Hill Moore), David Wehnes (husband of Rosemary Lawton Wehnes), Gerald Anderson (husband of Mary Donaldson
Anderson), Brian Downs. Row 3: Martha Heck Stiehl, Norma McQueen (wife of Doug McQueen), Barbara Elder Dick, Roseanne Apyan, Carol Lithgow Smithson, Susan Sanford Ulmer,
Leslie Bain Randle, Janice Mintel Jack. Row 4: Jim Stiehl ’71 (husband of Martha Heck Stiehl), Doug McQueen, Jack O’Riley, Rod Smithson (husband of Carol Lithgow Smithson),
Bruce Nims, Bob Randle (husband of Leslie Bain Randle), Jean Brown. Row 5: Jed Starman, Mary Barnhart Dickman, Carole Medal, Diane Bolden-Taylor, Robin Moore-Schroth, Tina
Hoyert Kaetzer, Barb Beardslee Dunning, Ann Kraemer Pastrovich, Bonnie Kessinger Metcalf. Row 6: Rich Wiesler, Ellery Brown, Mike Stevens, Mike Kocher, Don Helm, Oashon
Chalmers, Bob Jamison, Row 7: Donald Wolford, Linda Gray Anders, Kathleen O’Mullen Novack, Sally Corey (friend of Mike Stevens), Martha Raber Alford, Mark Neville, Mike Rusk.
2 Class of 1982 Row 1: Susan Temmen Schuler, Kim Gregurich-Zaubi, Susan Nesmith Dudek, Sue Kiefer-Griffin, Jo Alice Harner Dobbs, Moni Roytek Sheehan. Row 2: Jerome

Schuler (husband of Susan Temmen Schuler), Greg Twist, Mike Dudek (husband of Susan Nesmith Dudek), Joe Camillo, Dyneshia Walker (guest of Judy Boyd), Judy Boyd ’80.
3 Class of 1987 Row 1: Carol Degenhardt-Basham, Kim Steele ’15 (daughter of Julie Blomberg Steele), Lori Conlin Poppen, Andrea Levinson Sepanski, Linda Denby Bowen,

Jessica Madsen. Row 2: Julie Blomberg Steele, Arlyn Poppen (husband of Lori Conlin Poppen), Jim Wells, Mark Yonan, Carol Zuegel Longman, Ellen Longman (age 15, daughter of
Carol Zuegel Longman). Row 3: Kathy Dugan Danosky, Cara Proud Vasconcelles, Jeanette Pope Wells ’88 (wife of Jim Wells), Diane Hardy-Wauchope Jahangir, Lisa Kosiara Thomas,
Anne Longman (age 12, daughter of Carol Zuegel Longman). Row 4: Allen Wakabayashi, Kent Matteson, Page Jahangir (husband of Diane Hardy-Wauchope Jahangir), Barry Thomas
(husband of Lisa Kosiara Thomas), Chris Larson.
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2
1 Class of 1992 Row 1: Michelle Johnson (wife of Steven Johnson), Samantha Walker (age 12, daughter of Jason and Jill Goodwin Walker), Sloane Walker (age 7, daughter of

Jason and Jill Goodwin Walker), Jill Goodwin Walker, Regenia Sasse Moss, Dawn Myelle-Watson, Renee Hattendorf Brammer (holding daughter Hope Brammer, age 3). Row 2: Steven
Johnson, Jason Walker (husband of Jill Goodwin Walker), Ed Moss (husband of Regenia Sasse Moss), Nathan Watson (husband of Dawn Myelle-Watson), Steve Brammer (husband of
Renee Hattendorf Brammer). Row 3: Gregory Moore, Kyla Brown, Thomas Chandler, Tony Simpson, Kristen Tranmal, Dan Nieves, Julie Chrones. 2 class of 1997 Row 1: Jennifer
Wagner, Victoria Brindise Cummings (holding son Ezra Cummings, age 6 months), Kristine Kjeldsen Lecocq, (holding son Calvin Lecocq, age 6 months), Tobi Lowrance Mattingly
’99, Lianne Feiertag Tebussek (holding daughter Sarah Tebussek, age 3 months), Candace Borcz (wife of Kyle Borcz). Row 2: Meileen Miller Van Diggelen, Brian Cummings (husband
of Victoria Brindise Cummings), Scott Lecocq (husband of Kristine Kjeldsen Lecocq, holding daughter Carmen Lecocq, age 3), Josh Mattingly (husband of Tobi Lowrence Mattingly),
Kyle Borcz. Row 3: Chad Hauskins, Eric Zollinger, Kim Twa DiCamilla, Meredith DiCamilla (age 10, daughter of Fred and Kim Twa DiCamilla), Fred DiCamilla (husband of Kim Twa
DiCamilla), Darrell Sampson, Ian Borcz (age 8, son of Kyle and Candace Borcz), Stacy Oertwig Wood. Row 4: Chuck Zweck.
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4
3 Class of 2002 Row 1: Mandi Landacre Podeschi, Stacie Martin, Braden Lueking (age 6, son of Mary Gamble Lueking), Mary Gamble Lueking, Abigail Lueking (age 4, daughter of

Mary Gamble Lueking), Kelly Lloyd (wife of Dan Lloyd), Maverick Lloyd (age 18 months, son of Dan and Kelly Lloyd), Kristen Goodman Bronke. Row 2: Jeff Rusk, RJ Podeschi (husband
of Mandi Landacre Podeschi), Seth Thornley, Dan Lloyd, Drew Roberts, Edward Raffenetti (holding son Joseph Raffenetti, age 6 months). Row 3: Randy Newtson, Becky Langmeyer
Waldbusser, Karen Kunesh, Shannon Kronmiller Adcock, Amanda Young, Kyle Curry. 4 Softball Row 1: Stacie Martin ’02, Tessi Taylor ’01, Alayna Hirsch ’08, Missy Herold ’10,
Katie Wood ’07, Kristina Bechtold Guerrero ’09, Sarah Claytor Smith ’02. Row 2: Erin Radley Alderson ’04, Amanda Wellen Jones ’02, EJ Rasine ’08, Jennifer Hirsch Pridemore ’08,
Karen Kunesh ’02, Michelle Weber Brady ’02. Row 3: Bryce Boston ’60 (1982-1991 coach), Sheri Timmons Reck ’91, Amy Neuendorf Besser ’94, Stacey Sparks ’92, Erin Whitley ’89,
Denise Fogle ’91, Larry Lagerhausen ’91 (student assistant coach).
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1 Class of 2007 Row 1: Lauren Kartje, Kaylin Down-

our Daniels, Jay Faiza (friend of Daniel Richards), Allison
Grala Fishel, Ashley Gilmore, Lisa Kirchgesner, (holding son
Mason Kirchgesner, age 10 months). Row 2: Corey Daniels
(husband of Kaylin Downour Daniels), Daniel Richards,
John Fishel (husband of Allison Grala Fishel), Mike Gavic,
Tonya Winter Goodman. Row 3: Carrie Seymour, Lyndsay
Brault Byers, Rose Carpenter, Kimberly Carson, Melissa
3

Birdsell, Monica Romo. Row 4: Danielle Zyrkowski,
Kristen Powell, Matthew Reed, Meredith Christ, Allison
Novak. Row 5: Lisa Landacre, Laura Rusk Mahon, Stacey
Shonkwiler Johansen, Valencia King, Tegan Halkitis,
Christine LaPorte, Christine Canfield. Row 6: Kendrick
Tunstall, Nick McNamara, John Trofimuk, Dino Mazzetti,
Jennifer Partlow.
2 WJMU Reunion From left: Jonathan Logue ’14, Sam

Meister (WJMU station manager), Jack O’Riley ’72, Bruce
Nims ’72, Janice Mintel Jack ’72, Kelly Kaufenberg ’15, Bob
Jamison ’72, Bonnie Kessinger Metcalf ’72, Ben Murrow
’14, Kolton Ray ’14.
3 Class of 1972 School of music Reunion

Row 1: Diane Bolden-Taylor, Barbara Elder Dick, Mary
Donaldson Anderson, Martha Heck Stiehl. Row 2: Mark
Neville, Jean Flanders Holmes. Row 3: Don Helm, Carole
Medal, Doug McQueen, Stewart Holmes.
4 Black Alumni Network Row 1: Diane Bolden-

Taylor ’72, Barbara Kenney ’72, Barbara Parker ’74,
Susana Vega (guest of Ellery Brown), Toni Rogers (wife
of Clifton Rogers), Latrina Denson, director of the center
for multicultural affairs. Row 2: Vanessa Johnson (wife of
Carvel Johnson), Patricia West (friend), Pamela Simpson
Harris (wife of Jim Harris), Jennifer Friday ’77. Row 3:
Oashon Chalmers ’71, Jim Harris ’76, Zoe Price (wife
of Jesse Price). Row 4: James “Sanchez” Burnside ’71,
Fred Miller ’73. Row 5: James Harris ’69, Bill Bodamer,
professor emeritus of religion, Ron Branch ’81. Row 6:
Carlton Cummings ’70, Ellery “Cyrus” Brown ’72, Danny
4

Parker ’73. Row 7: John Lewis ’69, Jesse Price ’70.
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There’s
nothing
special
in chicago
by Jackson Lewis ’13

84

Photo submitted by Rohde.

I

n 2005, while living in New Hall 4
on Millikin’s campus, Brian Rohde
’08 received a call from Mikey Laird,
an old friend from his hometown of
Elgin. Laird convinced Rohde that the
two of them, along with a handful of
other friends, should produce a play back
home over summer break.
Seven years later, that summer
project has become Nothing Special
Productions (NSP), a storefront theater
company in Chicago. Rohde, who earned
his Millikin B.F.A. in theatre administration, serves as technical director, Laird is
artistic director and Nick Cardiff, fellow
childhood friend, is executive director.
NSP is one of more than 140
storefront or traveling theater companies
in Chicago, many of them started by MU
alumni. The abundance of these small
companies allows the theater community
to explore collaborative fundraising
opportunities, such as Fight Night.
“Fight Night,” Rohde says, “is a
combat event where we put together a
series of short fight scenes with other
storefront companies. It’s a night of
violence, mayhem and $2 Pabst Blue
Ribbons, and it’s been great for breaking
into the Chicago theater scene.”
But the location comes with challenges, too. “It’s well-known among the
theater community that Chicago is where
you make great theater,” Rohde says,
“just not great money.”
However, producing legitimate
theater does take money, which means
NSP must apply business savvy to their
operation. “We’ve brought a person
onto our staff who is not primarily an
artist, Erika Davidson ’11. She has been
great in organizing all things business,”
Rohde says.

Brian Rohde ’08 (center) and his ideas are met with a variety of emotions from his fellow actors
Celeste Burns (left), Volen Iliev and Allie Kunkler.

Davidson was immediately attracted
to the attitude of NSP when she joined
a year ago. “Our company meetings are
great,” she says. “We gather at someone’s
apartment once a month, order pizza,
drink a couple of beers and talk about
what we want from our company.”
The company has grown not only
in organization and size, but in purpose.
“We’ve made it our mission to tell stories
and produce new works created by
Chicago artists,” Rohde says.
“Savage Land” by Josh Nordmark, a
young Chicago writer, was the company’s
most recent and largest production. It
was the first show produced by NSP that
was eligible for Chicago’s Jeff Awards. In
order to be Jeff-eligible, a company must
be in Chicago for two years and produce
two shows a year with nine performances
each. Once a company is eligible to be
reviewed by the Jeff committee, the
company must then hold 18 performances
of the show being reviewed.
“It’s a form of recognition,” Rohde
says. “Our goal was to produce a
Jeff-eligible show in 2012. That led us
to ‘Savage Land.’ It was a huge success
in that we achieved our goal of being
eligible, even though we were not
recommended for an award.”
Staying competitive for the Jeff
awards also proved to be too much for
NSP’s resources. “It’s just financially

irresponsible to continue to be a Jeffeligible company,” Rohde says. “It was a
big lesson, and while a decision has not
been made, we’re pretty sure we’re going
to hold back on our Jeff eligibility.”
NSP’s next production is “A Midlife
Something,” an original play, for their
spring 2013 season.
“The show is about a 20-something
guy living in the suburbs with his mom
after his dad recently passed away,”
Rohde says. “It deals with death, being
stuck, and there’s a silly T-shirt company.
Oh, and there’s something going on
between his friend and his mom.”
Rohde’s personal dream for the company is a place to call home. “I would like
to see us become a resident at a theater
where we’re producing the majority of
our work,” he says.
The problem with getting there
is cash. “Nonprofit theater companies
usually have a donor base which supports
the company. We don’t have that yet,”
Rohde says. “We are funded based on the
money we are able to raise.”
In the face of these challenges, the
team is motivated by the simplest reason.
“It’s fun,” Rohde says. “Since we started,
we’ve said we’re going to do it until it’s
not fun anymore. We’re seven years in,
and it’s still fun.”
For more information, visit www.
nothingspecialproductions.com. Q
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University
The University Choir, Millikin’s flagship choral ensemble, celebrates a
broad variety of styles and genres spanning five centuries. Rather than
identifying with one particular choral sound, the Choir showcases its
reputation for tonal diversity. The Choir’s extensive touring history
has taken it to China, the Caribbean, the former Soviet Union, and most
recently to Ireland and Scotland.

Sunday, Jan. 6,
3 p.m.
Springfield, Ill.
Central Baptist Church
501 S. Fourth St.
217-523-3639
Monday, Jan. 7,
7:30 p.m.
Yukon, Okla. *
Yukon First United
Methodist Church
400 Elm St.
405-354-8858

Wednesday, Jan. 9,
7:30 p.m.
Scottsdale, Ariz. *
La Casa de Cristo
Lutheran Church
6300 E. Bell Rd.
480-948-1234
Friday, Jan. 11,
7:30 p.m.
Albuquerque, N.M. *
St. John’s United
Methodist Church
2626 Arizona St. NE
505-883-9717
Sunday, Jan. 13,
9 a.m.
Portales, N.M. *
Worship Service Music
First Baptist
Church of Portales
100 S. Avenue C
575-356-6761

Sunday, Jan. 13,
6:30 p.m.
Lubbock, Texas *
Second Baptist Church
6109 Chicago Ave.
806-783-0202
Monday, Jan. 14,
7:30 p.m.
Austin, Texas *
Oak Hill United
Methodist Church
7815 Highway 290 West
512-288-3836
Tuesday, Jan. 15,
7 p.m.
Fort Worth, Texas *
First Presbyterian
Church of Ft. Worth
1000 Penn St.
817-335-1231

In addition to being selected to perform at several regional and
state conventions for music educators, the Choir sang at Carnegie
Hall in early 2012 and also at the 2011 American Choral Directors
Association’s national convention in Chicago to rave reviews.
The Choir has six CDs available on Millikin’s First Step Records
music label.

Wednesday, Jan. 16,
7:30 p.m.
Plano, Texas *
Custer Road United
Methodist Church
6601 Custer Rd.
972-618-3450

Saturday, Jan. 19,
7 p.m.
Clayton, Mo. *
Central
Presbyterian Church
7700 Davis Dr.
314-727-2777

Thursday, Jan. 17,
7 p.m.
Cleveland, Miss. *
First United
Methodist Church
318 S. Court St.
662-843-3414

Sunday, Jan. 20,
11 a.m.
St. Louis, Mo.
Worship Service Music
Ladue Chapel
Presbyterian Church
9450 Clayton Rd.
314-993-4771

Friday, Jan. 18,
7 p.m.
Cape Girardeau, Mo. *
First Presbyterian Church
235 Broadway St.
573-335-2579

Sunday, Jan. 20,
4 p.m.
Granite City, Ill.
St. Elizabeth
Catholic Church
2300 Pontoon Rd.
618-877-3300

Saturday, Jan. 26,
7 p.m.
Chicago, Ill. *
Holy Family Church
1080 W. Roosevelt Rd.
312-492-8442
Sunday, Jan. 27,
3 p.m.
Decatur, Ill.
St. Patrick Church
407 E. Eldorado St.
217-429-5363

The Millikin Chamber Chorale
under the direction of Guy
Forbes also will tour in January.
For more information, visit
http://bit.ly/chamber-tour.

Freewill offerings accepted at most concerts. | You are invited to meet the choir members following their performances.
* If interested in housing students, please contact Dr. Jan Devore, director of alumni relations, at 1-877-JMU-ALUM (568-2586) or jdevore@millikin.edu.
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Join us for one or more of three events on or near campus:
Celebrating

50
years

of

Millikin Jazz

Saturday, April 13, 2013

Jazz Alumni Luncheon
For alumni who have participated in MU’s jazz program at any time
during the past 50 years, including all jazz band and vocal jazz
ensemble members.
Jazz Band Rehearsal
For those still actively playing.
50-year Commemorative Concert
7:30 p.m. at Westminster Presbyterian Church next to campus.
Featuring OneVoice, Jazz Band I and alumni jazz band members.
Reception immediately following at the Alumni and Development
Center across the street.
Above: Millikin University Jazz Lab Band’s first public performance, March 8, 1963.

A mailing will be sent soon to jazz band and vocal jazz alumni. For more information or to
RSVP, call the Alumni and Development Office at 217-424-6383 (Toll free: 1-877-JMU-ALUM)
or email Dr. Jan Devore, director of alumni relations, at jdevore@millikin.edu.
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