Restorative Justice as Performance Learning:
Collaborative Research in Sociology at Millikin University

Performance Learning at Millikin University
Millikin University is an independent, four-year university in Decatur, Ill. with
approximately 2,200 students in traditional and non-traditional undergraduate
and graduate degree programs. The signature of a Millikin University education is a
unique experience we like to call Performance Learning.
When James Millikin founded the university more than 110 years ago, he did so
based upon the idea of combining theory and practice. While this was a radical idea
at the time, today, we know that practice is not enough. Today's students must
perform their knowledge in order to be truly prepared for life after college.
Internships. Co-teaching. Presentations. Market Research.
You name it; our students are finding new ways to live out
their learning and reap the rewards of their hard work. The
result – Millikin students graduate with experience and the
confidence to succeed.

Performance Learning & Immersion in Sociology
The Sociology major offers several courses in which you will directly encounter some
of the places and people we study. In these courses you’ll be interacting in
collaborative community projects, engaging in observational activities, visiting
neighborhoods and communities, touring a foreign country, or performing sociological
research.
Beyond these classroom-based opportunities, you may also find yourself presenting
your research at a sociological conference, volunteering in an alternative Spring Break
(Breakaway) service trip, or participating in Sociology Club events sponsored
throughout the year.
Here’s some of what we do in Sociology…

Environmental Sociology

w/ service-learning project

In Environmental Sociology (SO 350 | IN 350) you’ll be involved in a collaborative,
community-based project that allows you to put theory into practice by
participating in local environmental sustainability initiatives designed to promote
environmentally-conscious living, such as the planning and building of community
gardens in local K-12 schools, helping local agencies to promote their
environmental agenda by developing educational resources for the community, or
participating in the promotion of environmental policies at the local or national
level of government.

Download syllabus here

Environmental Sociology

w/ service-learning project

Chicago Communities & Cultures

(SO 350 | IN 350)

At Millikin University, you can take a course called, Chicago Communities & Cultures,
which has been developed in collaboration with The Chicago Center for Urban Life &
Culture where you will experience their LearnCHICAGO program (3 credit immersion course;
can be taken as either Sociology 350 or IN 350; meets the Global Studies requirement at Millikin).

About the Course
This course focuses on the ethnic, religious, racial, economic and lifestyle diversity of Chicago’s
neighborhoods and the social dynamics of the city. Includes visits to city neighborhoods, major political and
economic institutions, and meetings with community leaders. Studies how racism, economic displacement,
social justice, and violence impact the city and examines solutions surround these issues. Also emphasized is
the role of artistic expression in community development, including blues and jazz, museums, poetry, offLoop art galleries, dance, film and theater. Students study at the Chicago Center in the Hyde Park
neighborhood near the University of Chicago.

Download the full syllabus here

Click to visit

Chicago Communities & Cultures

(SO 350 | IN 350)

Before taking his class, I
knew little about
Chicago when I did visit
I only went downtown,
but after this immersion
experience I grew to
know Chicago very well.
This immersion
experience helped me to
see urban issues like
gentrification more
clearly in my personal
life because beforehand I
never heard of this term
To see different areas/sites where historical events
but now since I know
occurred, as well as other cultural communities in
what it means I am able
Chicago, was the best way to get a better understanding to go to different
of Chicago and the different neighborhoods that make
neighborhoods and
up Chicago. This immersion has been one of the best
witness how
eye-opening experiences.
gentrification is changing
their community.

Sociology & Criminal Justice Internships
In collaboration with the Department of History and Political Science, students in
Sociology may now enroll in a new, interdisciplinary Criminal Justice minor.
MILLIKIN UNIVERSITY CRIMINAL JUSTICE MINOR WEBSITE
Whether you are a Sociology major/minor (elective), or Criminal Justice minor (required),
you can get academic credit while engaged in practical, on-the-job training in one of
several local internships offered through the Macon County Juvenile Justice Council.
Placement sites include the Macon County State’s Attorney’s Office, Decatur Teen
Court, Probation Department of Macon County, Community Access of Decatur, Macon
County Sheriffs Office, Decatur Police Department, Macon County Animal Shelter,
Youth Advocate, and other programs participating in the MCJJC.

What is Restorative Justice?
Restorative justice is a broad term which encompasses a growing social movement to
institutionalize peaceful approaches to harm, problem-solving and violations of legal and
human rights. These range from international peacemaking tribunals such as the South Africa
Truth and Reconciliation Commission to innovations within the criminal and juvenile justice
systems, schools, social services and communities. Rather than privileging the law,
professionals and the state, restorative resolutions engage those who are harmed, wrongdoers
and their affected communities in search of solutions that promote repair, reconciliation and
the rebuilding of relationships. Restorative justice seeks to build partnerships to reestablish
mutual responsibility for constructive responses to wrongdoing within our communities.
Restorative approaches seek a balanced approach to the needs of the victim, wrongdoer and
community through processes that preserve the safety and dignity of all (Source: Wikipedia)

Principles of Restorative Justice
 Victims, offenders & community
 Restore, repair and reassure
 Reconciliation & reintegration

Juvenile Delinquency & Teen Court
(the gift that keeps on giving)

In Juvenile Delinquency (SO 211 | IN 251) we observe and interact with the local
Teen Court program, a diversionary program that helps local youth confront their
delinquency in a community-based atmosphere, surrounded by their peers and local
community leaders, where they are held accountable for their crimes.

Since 2012, Sociology has collaborated
with the Decatur State’s Attorney’s
Office and the Macon County Juvenile
Justice Council (MCJJC) to conduct
ongoing assessment research of teen
court. Students in both Sociology and
Criminal Justice assist with this research
(exit interviews, data collection &
analysis) through internships or senior
capstone projects.

Summary of Study
The aim of this research was to better gauge the effects of key restorative justice (RJ)
principles – responsibility (personal and social/civic), empathy and concern, and social support and to measure satisfaction with program outcomes and offender recidivism in a RJ program
located in Central Illinois: a community restorative board (CRB) for adult offenders. A semistructured, face-to-face interview format was used to collect data on the application of these RJ
principles and outcomes in terms of satisfaction with the program experience and offender
outcomes.
This research was funded by the Illinois Criminal Justice Information Authority, through Adult
Redeploy Illinois, and in collaboration with the Macon County State’s Attorney’s Office. We
employed students in the Criminal Justice Minor and in Sociology (majors working in Internship or
Capstone course) as research assistants in this project, as specified in the contract with ICJIA/ARI.
Adult Redeploy Illinois and the Macon County State’s Attorney Office both fully endorsed this study
(and participated in the research design and survey construction) as part of an ongoing
collaborative research agenda with Millikin University.

Conference Presentations & Publications
Restorative Justice: Research Efforts in Macon County, Illinois
Illinois Sociological Association at Eastern Illinois University, Fall 2014
See full presentation and research findings here
Laundra, K., Rodgers, K., and H. Zapp. (2013). Restoring Teens: Measuring the Impact of
Restorative Justice in a Teen Court Setting, Juvenile & Family Court Journal.
This paper examines the impact of restorative justice principles in a teen court setting. Specifically, our
research attempts to quantitatively measure learning of certain restorative justice principles through the teen
court process by comparing matched, pre and post-survey responses to questions involving the adolescent’s
ability to understand their crime as a violation of relationships within their community, as opposed to merely a
violation of law. Qualitative responses regarding the efficacy of the teen court program from both teen
participants and their parents are also examined in the context of restorative justice principles. Finally, the
efficacy of the teen court model is discussed in terms of recidivism rates compared to teens who do not
experience the teen court process.

Full paper HERE
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