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It’s a
smorgasbord
current students can
choose to participate
in one or more of 97
recognized student
organizations. below are
A few* of the more unique
ones. alumni: remember
any of these from your
days as a student?
• Association for Computing
Machinery
• Badminton Club
• Big Blue Spirit Crew
• Chinese Student Association
• Colleges Against Cancer
• Environmental Affairs Council
• French Club
• GKSN (Global Korean
Student Network)
• Human Service Connection
• Italian Club
• Latin American Student
Organization
• Millikin Cricket Club
• Millikin Fencing Club
• Millikin Flute Society
• Millikin Songwriter’s Guild
• Multicultural Voices of Praise
• Physical Graffiti
• Sister Circle
• Society of Physics Students
• Sports Medicine Club
• Start Smart
• Student Exercise Science
Organization
• Water Polo Club
• WJMU

* View the complete list
of student organizations
on page 25.
At left: Shilling Hall
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Dear Alumni and Friends,
In late summer, Millikin was recognized
in the annual ranking guides of three

of the quality of our current master’s
degree programs, a step that began
more than 10 years ago with the ac-

national publications as among the best
U.S. colleges. Not long afterward, we
shared news of Millikin’s new partnership with Decatur Memorial Hospital
(DMH) to launch a new joint certified
registered nurse anesthesia program.
You’ll find more details about both news
items on the next two pages, but I’d like
to talk a little bit about what these two
separate announcements mean to this
university.
In this column, you’ve previously
read my description of Millikin as a
distinctive Midwestern university with a
rich heritage of developing students into
leaders within their fields through an
innovative approach to education called
performance learning. Our students
don’t just learn the theory behind what
they study; regardless of major, they
perform the skills needed to master their
specific areas of study and leave Millikin
as confident graduates.
As I enter the final months of my

ceptance of the first class in our thennew MBA degree program.
Our growing list of graduate programs such as these is a boon, not only
to the students who leave here with
greater skills and an advanced degree,
but to Millikin as a whole. I am convinced that continuing to enhance our
mix of high quality master’s degrees
and other adult learning programs for
the non-traditional student increases
the overall richness of our campus
community. These programs denote
the quality of the institution, draw
recognition, give our undergraduate
students an understanding of the value
of a graduate degree and encourage
our faculty to continue to grow – it’s
good for all of Millikin.
That being said, it’s also good for
all of us. For example, did you know
that two-thirds of all rural areas in this
country are served by certified registered nurse anesthetists instead of an-

presidency of this fine institution, it is
inspiring to see this Millikin model of
education recognized for its value in
producing citizens who are extraordinarily prepared to face the challenges
and opportunities of a radically shifting
global society. The recent recognition
by Forbes magazine, The Princeton
Review and U.S. News and World Report
magazine is just another confirmation
that our Millikin model is what’s making
the vital difference in the lives of our
alumni, whether shortly after graduation
or years down the road.
This same national recognition is
affirmed almost every day by alumni
who return to campus or call a former
professor to say, ”I was well prepared
for grad school or my first job because
of my Millikin experience.”
The significance of the partnership
with DMH also resonates as a value
indicator. Adding this new joint nurse
anesthesia track is just one more marker

esthesiologists? Their skills are in high
demand, they serve a significant need
and a recent study showed that these
CRNAs deliver high quality care at an
economical cost. It’s clear that this new
joint program with DMH will directly
improve the health of individuals in all
parts of the country.
What I’ve described are just two
examples demonstrating that – just as
in the days of Founder James Millikin
– this university is on the right track.
Millikin is poised to adapt to the needs
of an ever-changing student population while maintaining the distinctive
hallmark of a Millikin education: performance learning and the confidence it
instills. By adding your financial support
to this mix, you can help ensure Millikin’s continued ability to provide the
learning experiences and tools our
students need to be successful. Then
their future – and our society’s – will be
truly bright indeed. ●

President’s
Perspective
Douglas Zemke ’66, Millikin President

This same national
recognition is affirmed
almost every day by
alumni who return to
campus or call a former
professor to say, ”I was well
prepared for grad school or
my first job because of my
Millikin experience.”
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CAMPUS NEWS
Millikin’s student chemistry
organization recognized again
For the 10th consecutive year, Millikin’s
student chapter of the American Chemical Society has received accolades from
the national organization.
The chapter received a Green
Chemistry Chapter Award for activities promoting best practices in green
chemistry. This marks the seventh time
in nine years that the Millikin chapter
has received this honor. Millikin is one
of only a few schools that have been
recognized this frequently as a Green
Chemistry chapter.
The chapter also received an
honorable mention for overall ACS
chapter activities, including recruitment
and retention of members, community
education, department and university
service, and professional development
for members.
“I’m very proud of
the students,” said Dr.
George Bennett, chair
of Millikin’s chemistry
department and chapter
advisor. “They’ve established a great tradition
of success. Each year’s group takes
it upon themselves to live up to that
tradition. I couldn’t be happier with their
efforts.”
“It is an honor to receive a Green
Chemistry Chapter Award and an
honorable mention for chapter activities,” remarked Jessica Lindemann, ACS
chapter president. “We are proud of our
accomplishments and plan to achieve an
even higher rating for our chapter for
the current year.”
The awards will be presented at the
ACS national meeting at Anaheim, Calif.
in March 2011.
ACS is a congressionally chartered
independent membership organization
which represents professionals at all degree levels and in all fields of chemistry
and sciences that involve chemistry. For
more information on the organization,
visit www.acs.org. ●
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The value of a Millikin
degree keeps rising
Millikin was part of an elite group of universities recognized by Forbes magazine in its
online list of “America’s Best Colleges 2010.”
Millikin is one of only 25 colleges
from Illinois to make Forbes’ national ranking
of 610 academic institutions. A Forbes.com
article accompanying the online listing states,
“Whether they’re in the top 10 or near the end
of the list, all 610 schools in this ranking count
among the best in the country: We review just
nine percent of the 6,600 accredited postsecondary institutions in the U.S., so appearing on our list at all is an indication that a
school meets a high standard. Our list of more than 600 undergraduate institutions
is based on the quality of the education they provide, the experiences of the students
and how much they achieve.”
This is the third national accolade for Millikin in a two-week period at the start
of the academic year. The university also was recommended in the “Best in the Midwest” section of The Princeton Review’s 2011 Best Colleges and recognized in U.S.
News and World Report’s 2011 “Best Colleges” guide as one of the nation’s best
liberal arts colleges. The magazine called MU an “A-Plus School for B Students.”
Prospective students interested in applying for a Millikin education should register for an upcoming Campus Visit Day or schedule a customized individual visit by
calling the admission office at 1-800-373-7733 or e-mailing admis@millikin.edu. ●
Millikin has been
recognized as one of
“America’s Best Colleges”
by the Princeton Review,
Forbes and U.S. News and
World Report magazines.
The Princeton Review also
named Millikin one of its
“Best in the Midwest.”

Administrative appointments made
Over the summer, Dr. Randy Brooks was named dean of the College of Arts and Sciences. Brooks joined the faculty of Millikin
in 1990. He has been professor of English at the university since
2003 and has previously served as chair of the English department
as well as the director of university assessment. He received his
doctorate in English from Purdue University with an emphasis
in rhetoric, his master’s degree in English from Purdue with an
emphasis in linguistics and American literature, and his bachelor’s
degree in English from Ball State University.
Also over the summer, Richard Rieder was named the new vice
president for finance and business affairs. Rieder most recently
served Malone University as its vice president for finance and
chief financial officer. He brings 24 years of experience in higher
education business and finance administration to Millikin. Rieder
obtained his undergraduate degree from Baker University with
a double major in business and music. He went on to obtain a
master of music from Oklahoma City University and a master of
business administration from Regent University. ●

CAMPUS NEWS

MU and DMH partner to launch
new nurse anesthesia program

Presidential search continues
At press time, three finalists for the
office of president were invited by the
search committee to come to campus
for in-person interviews and forums with
administrators, faculty, staff and other
key individuals. Millikin is seeking a new
president following a retirement announcement by President Doug Zemke
’66 last year. He has served as the
university’s president since 2003.
His retirement is effective Dec. 31. ●

Choir gets exclusive invitation
for encore appearance

From left: Deb Slayton, interim dean of the College of Professional Studies,
and Dr. Rhonda Gee, director of DMH’s nurse anesthesia program, at the
announcement of a partnership between DMH and MU to launch a joint nurse
anesthesia program.

I

In August, representatives of Millikin and Decatur Memorial Hospital announced
their partnership to launch a joint nurse anesthesia program.
“The new nurse anesthesia track of our master of science in nursing program
opens yet another career path for BSN-prepared nurses to attain professional success,” says MU President Douglas E. Zemke ’66. “Our partnership with Decatur
Memorial Hospital is consistent with our endeavor to create a community of
lifelong learners who are able to actively shape the future of nursing and health
care while adding to the quality of life for our community.”
According to Ken Smithmier, president and CEO of Decatur Memorial
Hospital, DMH has provided supervised clinical experiences since 1965 to help
educate and prepare nurse anesthetists, and is “...excited to partner with Millikin
University to provide students with the opportunity to learn anesthesia techniques, test theory and apply knowledge to clinical problems.”
The program consists of an intensive, 31-month curriculum delivered in the
classroom and through more than 2,400 hours of clinical practicum. Students
must have a bachelor of science in nursing (BSN) degree, professional registered
nurse licensure in the state of Illinois and a minimum of one year of adult critical
care nursing experience to enroll.
Successful students are conferred a master’s degree in nursing (MSN) upon
graduation. They also are prepared to take the national certification examination
to become certified registered nurse anesthetists (CRNAs), and are eligible for
licensure as advanced practice nurses (APNs).
The new program is the only nurse anesthesia education program based in
Central Illinois and the fourth track within Millikin’s MSN program, joining
nurse educator, clinical nurse leader and master’s entry into nursing practice:
pre-licensure.
Millikin’s nursing students combine classroom education with clinical and
practice experiences under the supervision of nursing faculty at more than 34 affiliate agencies. In recent years, 100 percent of MU nursing graduates have found
employment or attended graduate school within six months of graduation. For
more information about the School of Nursing, visit www.millikin.edu/nursing.
or by calling 217-424-5034. The first class is targeted to begin in June 2011. ●

The nationally recognized Millikin University Choir was part of an elite group of
university concert choirs recently chosen
to perform at the national conference of
the American Choral Directors Association (ACDA), scheduled for March 9-12,
2011, in Chicago.
Following nationwide, blind auditions, the University Choir was selected
from a group of more than 80 university
concert choirs across the country. Millikin
joins only four other university concert
choirs chosen to perform at the event:
Brigham Young University, the University of Utah, Emory University and the
University of St. Thomas.
“We are just thrilled,” said Dr. Brad
Holmes, longtime director of the University Choir, professor of music and
director of choral studies. “The number
of colleges invited to perform at this
year’s conference is the smallest in recent history, so we’re very honored to be
chosen.”
This is the second time in four
years that the choir has been selected
to perform at the conference. Previously,
Holmes led his choir members in perform
ance for more than 5,000 U.S. directors
at the 2007 conference in Miami, Fla.
In addition to appearing at the Chicago conference, the choir will be touring
the Midwest in January, followed by an
international tour in May, with stops in
Ireland, Scotland and England. Alumni
and friends of the university are invited
to join the overseas tour. For more information, see page 39. ●

bIG BLUE Sports

Running back piles up honors

S
Senior Kylee Brown drives home a
kill against Elmhurst.

Volleyball wins 22 in a row –
a new school record
In mid-October, the Big Blue volleyball
team won its 22nd consecutive game
to compile a 22-3 record for the season
and 5-0 in the CCIW conference. The
22-win streak erased the old school record of 18 consecutive wins set in 1988.
In an American Volleyball Coaches Association poll released Oct. 12, the Big
Blue were ranked 24th in the nation for
Division III. ●

Senior running back
Dion Wilson of
Country Club Hills,
Ill., was selected
to the Arthur Ashe
Jr. Sports Scholar
Program second
team for football by
Diverse Issues in
High Education magazine.
The Arthur Ashe Jr. Sports Scholar
program recognizes students of color
who have made achieving academically
and athletically a winning combination.
To be included, students must compete
in a varsity sport, maintain a cumulative grade point average of at least 3.2
and be active on their campus or in their
communities.
In July, Wilson was announced as
one of 112 student athletes nominated
for the Allstate AFCA Good Works
Team® that recognizes college football
players for the positive influence they
have on their communities.

In the first game this season, Wilson, a fitness and sport major, set a new
school record for rushing during the
Big Blue’s 42-31 victory over Illinois
College. During that game, he notched
278 yards on 34 carries and made five
touchdowns, shattering the previous
mark of 249 yards set during the 1992
season by Mark Ambrose ’93. Wilson’s
performance that day earned him a spot
on the D3football.com National Team
of the Week.
Last season, Wilson led the the College Conference of Illinois and Wisconsin in rushing with 832 yards, earning a
spot on the CCIW All-Conference first
team. So far this season, he has twice
been named CCIW Offensive Player of
the Week.
Off the field, Wilson is involved in
the campus and Decatur communities.
He works for the admission office and
regularly joins his teammates to volunteer at a local soup kitchen and work on
local food drives. ●

Championship coach takes
cross country helm
Millikin turned to a veteran coach with
a winning track record to take over the
cross country program this fall.
Clark Wille has more than 20 years
of experience coaching cross country
and track at the high school and college
level. His previous teams have won
an NAIA indoor men’s track and field
national championship and finished
second in the NAIA in cross country. He
has coached 22 NAIA national champion
athletes and over 120 All-Americans.
As a high school coach, Wille won more
than 10 Missouri state team titles in
track and cross country. ●
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Dion Wilson races into the Millikin football record book with 278 yards rushing
against Illinois College.

Merle Chapman Award recipients named
Millikin’s recipients of the annual Merle Chapman Leadership Award were Kaley
Wittrock, a swimmer and elementary education major from Jefferson City, Mo.,
and Keith Burczak, a member of the football team and biology/pre-med major from
Manteno, Ill.
The award is named after the Big Blue’s longtime football coach/athletic director, a 1959 MU graduate and CCIW commissioner from 1997-2002. The award
recognizes CCIW student-athletes who best exemplify the traits that Chapman
displayed and encouraged during his three-plus decades of service as teacher, coach
and mentor: loyalty, enthusiasm, and commitment to academic, athletic and personal
excellence, leadership and sportsmanship. Each CCIW school is allowed to name
one male and one female student-athlete. ●

Shades of Blue

Retired professor shares stories of Lincoln
Professor Emeritus of English Dr. Dan Guillory, who recently
released his newest book, “People and Places in the Land of Lincoln,” delivered a series of lectures about the iconic president at
Tunghai University in Taichung, Taiwan, in September. Guillory,
is the author of eight books and one audiobook, including “Living
With Lincoln” (1989) and “The
Lincoln Poems” (2008), an anthology of his poems written from the
imagined perspective of Abraham Lincoln.
Guillory, who taught at Millikin from 1972 to
2004, has won awards from the Illinois Arts Council, the National Endowment for the Humanities,
the American Library Association and the Illinois
Humanities Council.
Julie Cellini of the Illinois Times newspaper in
Springfield, Ill., had this to say about the new book:
“More than a guidebook, Guillory’s book is filled with
vintage and modern photos and insights and personal
observations on tourism, on Lincoln of course, and
even on what constituted Sunday dinner in 1830.
It’s a fun, fact-filled read ... Dan Guillory’s [book] is a valuable addition for anyone
interested in the courthouses, historic homes, markers, plaques, wayside exhibits,
statues, libraries and museums, and, of course, in the stories that comprise the terrain
of Lincoln’s life in the heart of Illinois.” ●

Have you buddied up to Mr. B.B.?

A glance at things Big Blue

Name
that tune
What’s the
soundtrack to
your Millikin
experience? Is
there a song
that takes you
back to a special
memory of MU
whenever you
hear it?
Tell us about
those songs
and the Millikin
memories they inspire for an upcoming
article in this magazine. One person will
be randomly selected from all who submit
entries to receive a free iTunes gift card.
E-mail your musical memories to:
millikinquarterly@millikin.edu by Dec. 1
or mail them to:
	Millikin Quarterly magazine
	Song Memories
Millikin University Alumni Office
1184 West Main Street
	Decatur, IL 62522
Be sure to include your name and contact
information. ●

Have you joined myMILLIKIN?

Mr. B.B. is alone, but never lonely. Above, Ryan Pierce, 8, son of Brian Pierce ’87,
checks out the book held by Mr. B.B., short for “Mr. Big Bronze Man on Campus.”
E-mail your high resolution photos (300 dpi or higher) with Mr. B.B. to
MillikinQuarterly@millikin.edu or mail your actual photographs (no computer
printouts, please) to Millikin Quarterly magazine, 1184 West Main Street, Decatur
IL 62522. We’ll try to print one each issue, space permitting.

A new customized portal on Millikin’s
website named myMILLIKIN offers access
to an enhanced online alumni directory
and other features not previously available. Just as with MU’s former alumni
directory, Milli-Link XP, the information is
password-protected and available only to
Millikin alumni, faculty and staff. With your
personalized user ID and password, you
can log in anytime to:
● update your address and other
personal information
● check your Millikin e-mail account
● search for contact information about
your college friends and classmates
● add a link to your personal or
professional website
● make a secure credit card gift to
Millikin and more.
Complete log-in instructions are available
at www.millikin.edu/alumni ●
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CAREER ADVICE

Job Search 101: The Essentials
by Pam Folger,
Director of
Millikin’s
Career
Center

What can job seekers do to gain a competitive edge and make the job search a
bit easier? Follow these tips.
Go the extra mile. If you only focus
on advertised positions, you could miss
about 80 percent of existing employment opportunities. While applying
online at a variety of sites (such as
Career Builder, Indeed.com or a local
site) can produce positive results, don’t
underestimate the value of networking,
often the most effective means of finding a job. The saying, “it’s not what you
know, it’s who you know,” does have
some truth to it. Make sure all of your
contacts know you are looking for a job,
as well as the type of job you are seeking. Continue to add to your network by
meeting new people face-to-face, and
utilizing social networking sites such as
LinkedIn. (Be sure to join the Millikin
Alumni LinkedIn group for networking
and job postings.)
Maintain a positive attitude. This will
go a long way as you look for a job, and
your positive attitude will shine through
in interviews as well. If you harbor any
resentment over the loss of a previous
job, put it behind you so you can move
on to new opportunities.
Be strategic. Don’t submit an application for just any job opening; make sure
it’s a job that fits your unique skills and
any specific requirements you may
have. Develop a career plan that includes a list of primary or target jobs,
as well as a list of secondary options to
pursue if necessary. Be strategic about
building your network and attending
functions (such as Chamber of Commerce events) where you can interact
with a diverse range of people.
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Be flexible. This means you may have
to compromise and pursue a career on
your list of secondary options. You
might have to accept a job that is a
bridge to the job you really want or one
that allows you to use only some of
your skills and expertise. You may also
want to consider part-time, temporary
or contractual work. The era of the traditional job with security and stability
may be over, so it’s important to embrace other possibilities that will enable
you to move your career forward.
Persevere. Don’t get caught up in economic doom and gloom. In fact, when
you are seeking a job, it may be best to
limit your exposure to the media regarding the economy and unemployment.
This will help you to remain positive
and persevere in your quest.
Look good on paper. A well-written
cover letter and a stellar resume will
help you rise to the top of the candidate
pool and snag an interview. Keep the
cover letter short and to the point and
relate your skills to the employer’s
needs. Likewise, your resume should be
concise and well-organized, highlighting your skills, experience, education
and accomplishments.
Ace the interview. Your networking
skills, cover letter and resume can get
you in the door, but the interview may
be the deciding factor in whether you
get the job. Practice makes perfect, and
it pays to prepare in advance for the interview. A good look at the position description will typically yield great clues
about the skills and abilities that the
employer seeks, as well as information
about the work environment. This will
help you prepare for questions. Take the
time to reflect on your strengths as they
relate to the position and specific incidences when you have excelled in the
workplace or other arenas (perhaps on a
sports team or in a volunteer position).
Most employers now use a behaviorbased interview approach, asking you to
recall incidents when you demonstrated
specific skills. Preparing for these

questions ahead of time will make for
a much better interview. 			
And don’t forget that the interview
is a two-way street; you should be asking questions to determine if the job
will be a good fit. Prepare a list of about
twenty questions in advance, but avoid
asking about salary and benefits in the
first interview. It is the kiss of death to
say you have no questions. This tells
the employer that you aren’t really that
interested.
For those of you who are introverts,
the interview process can be especially
difficult. However, it is absolutely critical that you convey your enthusiasm
and interest in the position. You could
also ask the employer how you might
best prepare. Most are willing to give
you a rundown of what to expect. Also,
a portfolio of your work can help provide talking points.
Evaluate every job offer with a critical eye. Resist the urge to accept a job
over the phone. If it isn’t mentioned,
ask for a written offer. This will buy
you some time to think it through, and
seeing the offer in black and white will
help you determine if it is in your best
interest to accept.
People often presume that in a
bad economy they should take the
first job they are offered. Not true! Do
your homework prior to applying for a
particular job and have an idea of the
salary range for that position and how it
compares to your salary requirements.
Be sure to evaluate the total compensation package, and give consideration to
things such as the work environment
and co-workers. Take the time to review
any concerns and make sure the job is
the right fit for you.
Searching for a job can be one of
the most stressful times in your life.
Hopefully, these tips will alleviate some
of that stress and help you find a job
you truly enjoy. ●
Pam Folger, director of Millikin’s
Career Center, has more than 23 years
experience in career and employment
services, more than 11 of them at MU.

JUST THE BEGINNING

F

Forty years ago this October, Millikin
and the Decatur community reaped the
benefits of years of planning, fundraising and construction to revitalize the
north end of Millikin’s campus. That
month saw the completion of two new
campus buildings – Kirkland Fine Arts
Center and Griswold Physical Education Center – plus the repositioning of
the main athletic field from an east-west
to a north-south orientation. Students
attending Millikin in the late 1960s
remember attending classes among the
throng of construction workers who
were then transforming the campus.
Before the new Griswold Center
was completed, the school hadn’t hosted
a home basketball game on campus for
decades and even home football games
were played off-campus after 1965.
But in October 1970, all construction
was completed, and the new facilities
made their debuts. Kirkland Fine Arts
Center and the football field opened
first, closely followed by the opening of
the new Griswold Physical Education
Center. At its opening, a crowd of close
to 3,000 packed the new bleachers to
witness an event never before seen in
Decatur – an NBA basketball game.
At that game, the Chicago Bulls
squared off with the Cincinnati Royals
(today’s Sacramento Kings) in a final
exhibition game for both teams as they
prepared to embark on their 1970-71
season. Dr. Paul McKay, Millikin’s
president, threw out the ceremonial first
ball as the two professional basketball
teams prepared to take the floor (see
photos, below and above right). At the
time, the crowd was more excited about
the Cincinnati team, which had been in
existence longer than the young Bulls
franchise. Then beginning on their fifth
year in the NBA, the Bulls had not yet
had a winning season. In fact, even
though the Bulls were playing in their
home state, Cincinnati wore the home

A glimpse at Millikin’s past
white jerseys for the game.
The opening night crowd saw the
Bulls battle back from an early deficit
to tie the game in the fourth quarter,
only to let their lead slip away, losing to
the Royals by a final score of 106-95.
That game connected Millikin to NBA
history in several ways: Four players
on the floor that night would play in
that season’s NBA All-Star game; Bulls
coach Dick Motta would lead his team
to their first winning season and earn
Coach of the Year honors; and a future
Basketball Hall of Famer would lead the
Royals in scoring before becoming the
first player in Griswold history to foul
out of a game. That Royals rookie, still
a week away from playing in his first
regular season game, was Nate “Tiny”
Archibald.
Not long afterward, the Millikin
men’s basketball team bested the Royals newly-set Griswold record of 106
points by defeating Grinnell College
108-77 in the Big Blue’s first game in
the new center. That year also saw the
first splash of Millikin’s swim team in
the center’s McIntosh Pool. In addition
to the many sports events it has hosted
over the years, Griswold has also served
as a venue for alumni and other special
events, including a circus.
After 40 years, Griswold is now
poised for new growth. A five-year
“Transform MU” capital campaign
launched in May seeks to raise $16 million to build a new exercise science and
sport pavilion on the building’s north
side. The new addition will benefit
students in exercise science and sports
majors by providing more space for all
three components of the curriculum:
classroom instruction, internships and
the preparation found through facultysupervised, hands-on experience. Also
included in the $16 million is funding
for enhancements to the football and
soccer facilities. ●

Griswold
Center –
40 years old
and growing
by Todd Rudat and
Amanda Pippitt,
University Archivists

Griswold Center is poised for
future growth with the addition
of a new, 33,000-square-foot
exercise science and sport pavilion, part of MU’s “Transform
MU” capital campaign. The new
addition will benefit students in
exercise science and sports majors by providing more space for
all three components of the curriculum: classroom instruction,
internships and the preparation
found through faculty-supervised, hands-on experience.
Fall 2010 Millikin Quarterly
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Old Gym

New Possibilities
With the planned renovation and expansion of Millikin’s Old
Gym to serve as a new Center for Theatre and Dance, the
department will have a familiar home. Currently, the program
houses a dance studio, costume shop and prop storage in the
historic building, which was dedicated in 1912.
“I happen to be a fan of the Old Gym and am happy to
see it re-used in this way,” says Barry Pearson, vice president
for academic affairs and dean of the College of Fine Arts.
“With the new center, we will be able to move from theory to
practice and back to theory easily – especially since this is not
an academic program that works on a set schedule.”
It’s not just a matter of convenience, Pearson says. “Any
one project is a combination of many different people from
many different areas,” he notes. “When they are housed in
12 different spaces, as they are now, a lot of ‘aha!’ moments
get missed. When our students can’t find us, those incredibly
important learning moments are lost, especially for first-year
students. The new facility will be a catalyst, a way for the
energy of the program to take hold.”
Sierra Boggess, who starred in the lead role in Broadway’s “The Little Mermaid” agrees.
“During my time in the theatre and dance department at
Millikin, there was not a single day that I didn’t use a dance
studio or a rehearsal space to do my work as an actor,” says
the 2004 graduate, who now stars in the London production of

Andrew Lloyd Webber’s “Love Never Dies.” “The professors
and students have proven they will produce excellence no matter what the circumstances, and now it’s high time the facilities match the incredible work being done inside of them!”
Among the many enhancements is the fact that the nearly
200 majors in the program will now be able
to rehearse and practice technical set-up in
an area the same size
as the performance
venue. “This feature
alone puts us ahead of
anyone in the region,”
Pearson says.
“Our alumni have
proven time and again the superior preparation a Millikin education has given them,” says Laura Ledford, department chair.
“Although this success is impressive, we now find ourselves at
a tipping point. Without new and improved facilities, the department cannot continue to grow in reputation or in quality.”
Raising funds to create the $15.5 million center is one of
the priorities of an $85 million “Transform MU” capital campaign launched in May. The two-floor, red brick addition to the
Old Gym will be constructed on its west side. ●

The Old Gym is already home to the theatre department in some ways since it currently houses a dance studio,
costume shop and a multitude of props for the program – all of which make for some unique and artistic imagery.
Among the items of special note on these two pages: (opposite page, upper right) a view of the Old Gym’s original
skylight, which will be preserved and enhanced during the renovation process; and (this page, above left) chairs
hang on the rail of the historic running track. (Photos by Sarah Wika ’11 and Jerry Johnson ’82)
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WITH YOUR SUPPORT
Stories of those who are paying it forward

Their lives
and loves
are entwined
with Millikin
by Anne-Marie Berk ‘88
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Robert Kuhns ’67 and Barbara Swanson
Kuhns ’66 believe in “paying it forward.” By making Millikin the owner
of a life insurance policy, the Kuhns
are ensuring that future students will
have the educational opportunities they
themselves treasure.
“Our experience at Millikin could
perhaps be likened to a second home
and family,” says Barb. “The university
environment provided for our needs
while we were growing into adults.
“As a freshman, I came to Millikin
with a locally awarded full scholarship.
Imagine my dismay when, just months
later, Dean Byron Kerns called me
into his office and informed me that no
funds were available in my award. I was
the oldest of nine children raised on a
marginal farm operation. Aware of my
situation, Dean Kerns offered a full Millikin scholarship I could keep as long as
my grades remained good. Had he not
done so, I would have gone home.
“At the beginning of my junior
year, Bob and I decided to get married the following June. I sewed my
wedding dress in the home economics
department, using a machine when it
was available.
“After our wedding, I had my
senior year to go and Bob had two years
left. Once again Millikin came through,
hiring Bob as the residence director for
Macon Hall. This provided room and
board for us right across the street from
campus. Nothing was ever said about
our pet beagle, although it was no secret
because he went to all of the home football games wearing his little blue and
white sweater.
“After accepting that we would not
have children, I decided to pursue my
dream occupation – veterinary medicine.
I graduated from Iowa State 10 years
after my Millikin graduation.”
Bob came to Millikin from Hinsdale, Ill., to study music, meeting Barb
at Millikin’s Freshman Camp. Barb,
a camp counselor, first met Bob and
a friend of his during evening camp
activities. Having made a breakfast date
with Bob’s friend, Barb showed up the
next morning to find that the friend had
decided to sleep in. Bob was there in his
place. The rest, as they say, is history.

Bob, a trombone player and singer,
graduated with a degree in vocal and
instrumental music. During their years in
Iowa, Bob taught public school band and
voice, continuing to direct elementary
and high school bands in the Quad Cities
after they returned to Barb’s hometown
of Geneseo, Ill. Retiring from education
after several years, Bob pursued his longtime interest in piano tuning. He built a
thriving business while also working as a
mail carrier. His time with the USPS now
over, Bob continues to tune pianos and
pursue his interest in flying the couple’s
Luscombe and Cessna 182 airplanes.
“The professors left a lasting impression on us,” Bob says about Millikin.
“They have remained spiritual and personal mentors over my entire life. They
were like family to Barb and to me.”
Bob serves as president of a local
nonprofit charitable foundation, “GIFT”
(Geneseo Is For Tomorrow), a subsidiary
of the Community Foundation of the
Great River Bend. Through the Foundation and in their hometown, Bob and
Barb have made many gifts, including
support for church missions and scholarships for high school students.
They have established a donor-advised
fund with the Community Foundation
to continue their charitable legacy. The
fund’s logo, which they designed, features a cross with an arrow pointing to
the future, affirming their belief that all
blessings come from God, and that they
should bless others by paying their gifts
forward.
“The best gift we received from
Millikin was meeting each other,” Bob
says. “But we also received an excellent
education and were surrounded by caring
people. I hope that our gift to Millikin
will provide this experience, and more, to
students in the future.” ● by Anne-Marie
Berk ’88
A gift of life insurance can be
an affordable way to make a
significant gift to Millikin. Want
to know more? Call 1-877-JMUALUM (568-2586) or visit
www.millikin.edu/alumni/
getinvolved/investmentgiving/

WITH YOUR SUPPORT
Awards recognize mentors

Foundation, two individuals
receive James Millikin Awards
In October, the James Millikin Award was presented to a foundation and two individuals. The annual award recognizes non-alumni friends of the University – individuals and businesses, organizations, corporations or foundations – who have shown
outstanding financial and/or volunteer support during the prior year or for several
years. The awards were conferred by the Millikin Board of Trustees to the following:

JUF

The John Ullrich Foundation was created by John R. Bumstead in
memory of his great-grandfather, John Ullrich. Mr. Ullrich owned
a grocery store on Merchant Street in Decatur and was instrumental in the early history of the National Bank of Decatur, now
Busey Bank. In the late 1800s and early 1900s, he began purchasing area farmland and eventually accumulated more than 5,000 acres.
The John Ullrich Foundation has generously supported Millikin in numerous
ways, including the establishment of scholarships to benefit students from Coles,
Douglas, Macon, Moultrie and Piatt counties. The Foundation also has supported
renovations to Albert Taylor Theatre, the master’s degree in nursing program and
MU’s innovative Camp CEO, which helps develop the leadership skills of area high
school students. Most recently, The Foundation supported Millikin’s new “Transform
MU” capital campaign through its gift to a planned new student center for campus.
Raised on a farm near Argenta, Ill., Martha Gidel of Decatur made
her career as the file clerk for the research and development (R&D)
department at A.E. Staley Manufacturing Company. For two
decades, she served as librarian for all of the company’s scientists,
maintaining the file banks and library for Staley’s entire
R&D operation. Her husband, Harry Gidel, a longtime insurance
businessman in Decatur, passed away in 1990.
Gidel is a member and active volunteer at First United Methodist Church. She also serves on the leadership board of the Lake Shore Condominium
Association.
Gidel has generously supported the university for many years. She is a charter
member of the Millikin University Investors Society, a group that honors and recognizes individuals who have made estate commitments and planned gifts to benefit
the university. She also faithfully has attended many Millikin lectures and Kirkland
events.
Robert E. Francis, Millikin’s first vice president for advancement,
retired as executive director of the Associated Colleges of Indiana.
He also is the former owner-publisher of the Commercial Record
in Palm Beach County, Fla; Green Lake County Newspapers in
Wisconsin; the Nisswa-Pequot Lakes Newspaper in Minnesota and
the Lakeville Journal in Connecticut.
		 Francis previously served as director of public relations at
Ripon College in Wisconsin and was Millikin’s vice president from spring 1958 to
December 1961 under then Millikin President Paul McKay. During his brief tenure at
Millikin, Francis recruited many long-time members and generous benefactors to the
university’s board of trustees.
Francis has maintained an active interest in Millikin and has been a faithful
donor to the annual fund for several years. The generosity of Francis and his wife,
Patricia, will benefit future generations of Millikin students.
The couple split their time between their homes in Palm Beach, Fla., and Green
Lake, Wis. ●

More than 75 awards are given
each year at the April Honors Convocation ceremony, a Millikin tradition honoring outstanding students
and faculty. Many of the awards
and prizes given were established
over the past 100 years as a way
to remember the students, faculty,
staff and friends who have left a
lasting impression on the university,
including the late Dorothy Sellers:
The Dorothy Sellers Art Award
This award was
established by
Dorothy Sellers,
a member of the
class of 1935, as
a memorial to her
parents, the late
Mr. and Mrs. Harvey A. Sellers Sr.
Dorothy Sellers participated in
Millikin’s “Alumni Audit” program,
which permits alumni and friends
to attend regular University classes.
Her special interests were art
classes.		
This award is presented for
outstanding achievement and
potential and setting a standard of
excellence for the art department
and their peers. The most recent
recipients of the award are:
Alexis L. Coutu ’12
April E. Gleason ’12
Lauren R. Harrison ’12
David Litterio ’11
Favian Lobo ’11
Regina I. Maj ’12
Sheri L. Martin ’13
Kathryn J. Salvacion ’12
Alexa M. Snyder ’12
Michael R. Wilkerson ’11 ●

HOMECOMING 2010

17 alumni recognized at Homecoming 2010
Alumnus of the Year David Roth ’63
David Roth ’63 of Grafton, Ill., is
Millikin’s 2010 Alumnus of the
Year, the highest alumni award
presented by the university. He
has displayed an exemplary,
steadfast dedication to his alma
mater for many years through
his service and support of the
university.
Roth generously supported
“Advancing the Vision: Millikin’s Second Century” capital
campaign with an endowment for
the renovations of ADM-Scovill
Hall to name a classroom in honor of his former professor,
the late Glen Smith, who taught at the university from 1946
to 1974. In addition, Roth has supported the Millikin Fund for
27 years and was a donor to the John May Scholarship, which
honors the memory of the late John May ’65, Roth’s fraternity
brother. Most recently, Roth and his wife, Mabel, established
The Roth Family Scholarship as a donation to Millikin’s new
“Transform MU” capital campaign. At their request, this substantial new scholarship will help provide financial support to
deserving and qualified students of any major.
A successful commercial real estate developer and
entrepreneur, Roth’s most recently completed project was
development of The Fountains at Fairview, which includes a
large conference center and the Sheraton Four Points Hotel in
Fairview Heights, Ill. He also has constructed, operated and
developed approximately 30 businesses in his career and been
involved with the development of residential subdivisions
in Swansea, Smithton, Shiloh and his hometown of Grafton.
Additionally in Grafton, Roth has taken the lead on extensive commercial development projects that have revitalized
this Mississippi River town 40 miles northwest of St. Louis.
His projects there include development and ownership of the
building which houses the Grafton Winery.

It was at the Grafton Winery that Roth hosted alumni and
friends living in the St. Louis area for a performance by Millikin’s award-winning student vocal jazz ensemble, OneVoice,
in 2009 and again last spring. These events were preceded by
a similar event in 2006, when OneVoice performed at a dessert
reception for St. Louis-area alumni and friends hosted by the
Roths at the Sheraton Four Points Hotel.
Early in his career, Roth worked for the Internal Revenue
Service office in Alton, Ill. He also served briefly as president
of Coinamatic of Alton Inc. and was organizer and director of
Community First Bank from 1988 through 2006. Since 1998,
Roth has led the Professional Investors Management Company
as its president and is a partner in the Roth Family Limited
Partnership. In 2004, he received one of three 2003 Outstanding Development of the Year awards from the Southern Illinois
Development Authority Board.
As a Millikin student, Roth earned his bachelor’s degree
in business administration, was a member of Sigma Alpha
Epsilon fraternity and was recognized with the Murphy Jenne
and Jones Accounting Award. After completing two years at
Millikin, he enlisted in the Air Force Reserves, serving six
months of active duty followed by more than five years of
reserve duty. In addition to his Millikin education, Roth also
completed classes at the St. Louis School of Law.
The Roths have two children, both Millikin alumni: Sara
Roth Hanebutt ’94 and John Roth ’91, who is married to
Deidra Dorn Roth
’91. The Roths
also have seven
grandchildren.

Alumnus of the Year David Roth ’63 celebrated with two of
his grandchildren Libby Roth, 9, and Alex Roth, 12. (Brother
Dylan, 1, was a little young to enjoy the awards ceremony.)
Their parents are John Roth ’91 and Deidra Dorn Roth ’91.
David and his wife, Mabel, are also proud grandparents to
Adam Hanebutt, 5; Nicholas Hanebutt, 4, and twins Carter
and Ellie Hanebutt, born in January. Their parents are
Scott and Sara Roth Hanebutt ’94.
14
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John
Hortenstine Jr.

Alumni Awards

Mary Fowler

John Hortenstine Jr. ’65
Merit-Loyalty Award
John Hortenstine Jr. ’65 of Mattoon,
Ill., received an Alumni Merit-Loyalty
Award for his outstanding work in the
pharmaceutical industry and his great
loyalty and dedication to Millikin.
Hortenstine worked on drug development in the pharmaceutical industry
for 38 years and was a senior scientist
at Johnson & Johnson’s Pharmaceutical Research Institute in Spring House,
Penn., for 34 of those years. There, he
developed three new medications that
were approved for consumer use – two
arthritis drugs and an anti-anxiety drug.
He also created processes to recover
active compounds from drugs that
didn’t meet quality control standards so
the compounds could be purified and
reused. Prior to working at Johnson &
Johnson, Hortenstine held positions
at Union Carbide and a small local
pharmaceutical company that was later
acquired by Union Carbide.
While working at Johnson &
Johnson, Hortenstine earned his doctorate in chemistry from the University
of Pennsylvania. In 1997, he received
the Johnson & Johnson Pharmaceutical
Research Institute Achievement Award
for Excellence in Research.
At Millikin, Hortenstine was introduced to laboratory research by the late
Carl Weatherbee, professor emeritus of
chemistry.
A regular contributor to the Millikin Fund, Hortenstine established
the John T. Hortenstine Sr. Chemistry
Scholarship in honor of his father during “Advancing the Vision: Millikin’s

Mary Singleton
Linder and
Ralph Linder

William and
Nancy Harry
Berry

Second Century” capital campaign.
His support of that campaign included
a contribution to the Leighty-Tabor
Science Center, and he has also given
generously to Millikin’s new “Transform MU” capital campaign.
Hortenstine retired in 2005 to Mattoon and has taken over management of
his family’s farm. His late cousin, Alice
Hortenstine Hyink, was a member of
the class of 1948.
Mary Fowler ’82
Merit Award
Mary Fowler ’82 of Scottsdale, Ariz.,
received an Alumni Merit Award for her
outstanding career in journalism and
communication, as well as for her commitment to community service.
A freelance journalist, Fowler
has spent more than 30 years working
in the journalism, publishing, radio,
television, magazine, public relations
and marketing fields. She specializes in
writing about sports, and her articles on
Arizona’s professional and prep teams
have been published by several media
outlets, including the Washington Post
and ESPN. She has also edited books
by several athletes and other people in
the news, including Robin Roberts of
“Good Morning America.”
Currently, she works for the city
of Tempe, Ariz., where she has worked
since 1998 in various positions, including marketing coordinator, public
information officer, communication and
media relations director and management assistant for cultural services.
While working for Tempe, she was instrumental in development of a strategic
communication plan and in launching
the city’s social media program. She

Sierra Boggess

Candace Derby
Benner

also served as the point person for the
city’s successful bid to become the location for a new $331 million stadium for
the NFL’s Arizona Cardinals. In addition to her duties for the city of Tempe,
Fowler is a faculty member at the University of Phoenix and Axia College, a
division of the University of Phoenix.
Fowler is also dedicated to community service. As a board member and
publicity co-chair for the Joanne Winter
Arizona Silver Belle Championship,
Fowler helps to provide competition
opportunities to female amateur golfers.
She also has assisted Hurricane Katrina
victims through Habitat for Humanity and the St. Bernard Project. Fowler
served two years on the board of directors for the Valley of the Sun chapter of
the National Football Foundation and
College Football Hall of Fame.
She received her master’s degree
in journalism from the University of
Illinois and earned a certified public
manager designation from Arizona State
University in 2008. While a Millikin
student, Fowler wrote for Decatur’s
Herald & Review newspaper and began
her sports information career working
with Millikin’s women’s basketball
team during its 1980s NCAA tournament appearances. She worked in the
University of Illinois’ intercollegiate
athletic department from 1985-1989,
serving the last two years as director of
women’s sports information and promotions and as publications director.
Originally from Decatur, Fowler
now lives in Scottsdale, Ariz. Her
alumni relatives include her late father,
Ralph Fowler ’32, and her half-sister,
Anne Fowler Foster ’53.

To read the complete bios of these individuals and and see photos from Homecoming weekend, visit
www.millikin.edu/homecoming. Class reunion photos will be published in the next issue of Millikin Quarterly.
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Mary Singleton Linder ’49
and Ralph Linder ’49
Loyalty Award
Mary Singleton Linder and her husband, Ralph Linder, both ’49, of Pekin,
Ill., received an Alumni Loyalty award
in recognition of their long and faithful
service to the university.
Mary and Ralph have provided
generous financial support to Millikin
for several decades, including the establishment of the Mary Singleton Linder
scholarship during the “Advancing the
Vision: Millikin’s Second Century”
capital campaign. In addition, Mary is a
member of Millikin’s Investors Society,
an honorary organization for individuals
who have made a planned gift or estate
commitment to benefit the university.
Mary is a long-time member of the
American Association of University
Women, a board member and volunteer
for the Pekin (Ill.) Hospital League, and
a 40-year member of Chapter A.S. of
PEO. Ralph served his country in the
United States Air Force and has been a
member of AMBUCS, a president and
board member for Easter Seals, a board
member for Grace United Methodist
Church and president of his Rotary
chapter, which named him a Paul Harris
Fellow.
At Millikin, Mary was a member of
Alpha Chi Omega sorority, and Ralph
was a member of Tau Kappa Epsilon
fraternity. Mary received her bachelor’s
degree in English literature and was a
stay-at-home mom to their two children:
daughter, Judy Linder Holder, and son,
David Linder. After interrupting his
college career to manage his family’s
business and help financially support his
brother through college, Ralph returned
to Millikin and received his bachelor’s
degree in business administration. He is
retired from Caterpillar Inc., where he
was a computer equipment analyst.
The Linders are originally from
Decatur.
William ’70 and Nancy Harry Berry ’70
Loyalty Award
William “Bill” Berry and his wife,
Nancy Harry Berry, both ’70, received
an Alumni Loyalty Award for their
outstanding commitment and service to
Millikin and their community.
For several years, Bill and Nancy
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have hosted a Millikin Cardinals Day in
a Busch Stadium skybox for alumni and
friends. They frequently attend Millikin
events and return to Millikin for homecoming. The couple has generously contributed to the Millikin Fund through
the years, served as science campaign
volunteers during “Advancing the Vision: Millikin’s Second Century” capital
campaign and established the William
and Verna Lee Berry scholarship in
honor of Bill’s parents.
Bill received his law degree from
Washington University School of Law
in 1973 and was a long-time partner in
the law firm Dunham, Boman & Leskera. He formed his own firm, William
Berry and Associates LLC, in 2008,
where he is principal attorney. He has
been named a leading lawyer by the
Super Lawyers Chicago Bar Journal
since 2003 and is a frequent lecturer
with the National Business Institute for
the Illinois Bar. He also speaks on legal
issues affecting families impacted by
Alzheimer’s disease and is a leader and
advisor with the Boy Scouts of America. He is an active member of St. John’s
Evangelical Church of Christ.
At Millikin, Bill received his bachelor’s degree in political science. He
was involved on campus as president of
inter-dorm council; a member of Circle
K, holding positions as secretary and
president; resident assistant and member
of the University Center Board.
Nancy earned her master’s degree
in health care administration from St.
Louis University in 1975 and has been
a planning associate at the United Way
of Greater St. Louis and a planning
specialist at St. Louis Visiting Nurse
Association. Currently, she is executive
director for St. John’s Community Care
and director of Collinsville Faith in
Action, which received the Outstanding
Social Service Agency award this year
from the Southern Illinois University
at Edwardsville department of social
work. She also is involved in Faith in
Action Illinois, where she has served
as president and vice president. She is
a member of St. John United Church
of Christ, where she serves on several
committees. She received the Kimmel
Leadership Award from Southern Illinois University at Edwardsville in 2008,
and in 2003, she received the What’s

Right with the Region Award from
Focus St. Louis.
As a Millikin student, Nancy was
secretary of inter-dorm council and
Student Senate, editor of “Collage”
magazine and a resident assistant. She
received her bachelor’s degree in English
literature and graduated summa cum laude.
Bill and Nancy live in Collinsville,
Ill., and have two grown sons, Kevin
and Christopher Berry ’99.
Sierra Boggess ’04
Young Alumnus Award
Sierra Boggess ’04 of New York received the Young Alumnus Award for
her outstanding work in musical theatre
and her faithful service to Millikin.
Boggess rose to national prominence on Broadway as Ariel, the title
role in “The Little Mermaid,” at the
Lunt-Fontanne Theatre in New York.
Currently, she is starring as Christine
Daae in “Love Never Dies,” the sequel
to Andrew Lloyd Webber’s “The
Phantom of the Opera,” which debuted
in March at the Adelphi Theater in
London. Her other significant roles include the lead role of Christine Daae in
“Phantom of the Opera” at the Venetian
in Las Vegas, understudy for Cosette
in a Broadway national tour of “Les
Miserables,” Binky in “Princesses” and
Maria in “West Side Story.”
Boggess has been nominated for
many awards, including sharing in a
2009 Grammy nomination for Best
Musical Show Album for “The Little
Mermaid,” a 2008 Drama Desk nomination for Outstanding Lead Actress in a
Musical, 2008 Drama League nomination for Distinguished Performance and
2008 Broadway.com nomination for
Favorite Leading Actress in a Broadway
Musical. Boggess won the 2008 Broadway.com Audience Award for “Favorite
Breakthrough Performance.” Currently,
she is nominated for best leading actress
in a musical in BroadwayWorld UK’s
first-ever awards, which are taking online
votes and will be announced in November.
Boggess serves her alma mater
faithfully. Most recently, she visited
Millikin last fall to present master
classes and conduct mock Broadway
auditions for students along with the
associate director and choreographer for
“The Little Mermaid.” Boggess has also

volunteered to serve on the Millikin
Admission Support Team.
Several of her relatives have attended Millikin, including her mother,
Kellun Turner ’69; her grandmother,
Marjory Coppenbarger Turner ’56; and
her cousin, Aubrey Ryan ’04.
Candace Derby Benner ’91
SON Alumnus of the Year Award
Candace Derby Benner ’91 of Maroa,
Ill., received the School of Nursing’s
Alumnus of the Year award during this
year’s homecoming festivities.
Benner has been an otolaryngology
nurse practitioner since 2002, including
eight years as the only nurse practitioner for Associated Otolaryngology of
Decatur. She recently joined the OSF
Saint Francis Clinic in Normal as their
otolaryngology nurse practitioner.
She began her nursing career in
1991 as a circulator in the surgery
department at Decatur Memorial
Hospital. In 1993, she and her husband
moved to Fort Wayne, Ind., where she
worked as a staff and charge nurse for
the trauma, neurological, medical and
surgical intensive care unit at Lutheran
Hospital. After returning to Illinois, she
joined St. Mary’s Hospital in Decatur as
a staff nurse in the post anesthesia care
unit in 1996, and in 2001, she became a
staff nurse in the cardiovascular unit at
Decatur Memorial Hospital.
Benner earned her master’s degree
in nursing through the family nurse
practitioner program at Mennonite College of Nursing at Illinois State University in 2001. She is certified by the
State of Illinois as an advanced practice
nurse, certified nurse practitioner.
She and David, her husband of 19
years, have four sons: Edmond, 14; Eli,
9; Ian, 8 and Isaac, 5.

Athletic Hall of Fame

Beth Boston ’91 of Portland, Ore., lettered all four years with the Big Blue’s
softball team, playing second base
and serving as the team’s tri-captain in
1991. In 1989 and 1990, she was named
to the GTE Academic All-America
first team and CCIW All-Conference
first team. She also was named to the
CCIW All-Conference second team
and the NCAA Division III Midwest

Beth Boston

Charles Davelis

Regional All-Tournament team, both in
1988. Boston was the CCIW’s leading
hitter as a junior, batting .538 in CCIW
games and .402 overall. She set several
then-school records as a player, including most runs in a game in 1988, most
assists in a game in 1991 and most
games played in a career. Her team won
the CCIW conference championship
in 1988 and 1990 and qualified for the
NCAA Division III Midwest regionals
three years in a row.
Today, Boston owns Every Day
Wine, a neighborhood wine bar in
Portland, Ore., and is a mentor for a
program called VocationVacations,
which helps individuals test-drive their
dream job as a wine bar owner.
Boston’s softball coach at Millikin
was her father, Bryce Boston ’60, who
retired as Millikin’s associate director
of admissions and head softball coach.
Other alumni relatives include her
mother, Barbara Borders Boston ’61;
her brother, Brad Boston ’90; and her
sister, Breneé Boston Paxson ’87.
Charles “Chuck” Davelis ’60 of
Sturgeon Bay, Wis., played offensive
end and defensive back and was team
captain his senior year at Millikin. An
all-conference player for three years, he
was named to the NAIA all-star team,
led Millikin in scoring in 1958 and
set then records for pass receptions at
Millikin and in the CCIW conference.
A recipient of the Joe Catlin Memorial Award, he was eighth in the final
NAIA pass receiving statistics and was
named lineman of the year by Millikin’s
student-run newspaper, the “Decaturian,” in 1959.
Davelis was also a four-year track
letterman, running the 440 and 220 and
serving as anchor of the 1960 CCIW
conference champion mile relay team.

Kim Rowland
Fruehling

Mike Lindsey

In 1960, he was named the “M” Man, as
well as athlete of the year.
Davelis was varsity girls basketball
head coach for 16 years at Oak Lawn
High School, leading the team to two
conference and regional championships.
He also served 25 years as assistant
football coach and was assistant boys
varsity basketball coach when the team
won second in the state. Davelis has
also served as an Illinois basketball
and track official and was a member
of the 1986 A.S.A. national championship team for men’s slow-pitch 16-inch
softball.
Davelis retired in 1999 after a 38year teaching and coaching career that
spanned 29 years at Oak Lawn High
School, seven years at Eisenhower
High School in Blue Island, Ill., and
two years at Blue Island Junior High.
He and his wife, Carol, have two grown
children, both alumni: Craig Davelis
’88 and Diane Davelis Konzen ’90.
Kim Rowland Fruehling ’97 of Round
Lake Heights, Ill., is still listed in the
MU volleyball record book as No. 1
in career service aces, No. 2 and No. 5
in season service aces, No. 2 in season
kills and No. 3 in career kills. When
she graduated, Fruehling held six MU
records, including career kills (1,516),
single-season kills (487 in 1996), season
hitting percentage (.339 in 1995), career
digs (1,093), career aces (282) and
games played in a season (131 in 1996).
She was a three-time all-CCIW first
team selection, named CCIW Player of
the Year three times and served as team
captain her senior year.
Fruehling was twice named Millikin’s individual MVP, as well as being
named MVP along with her entire team
in 1994 after they advanced to the
second round of the NCAA competi-
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Barbara Blume
Love

Lee Mateer

tion in 1995. She also was named to the
CCIW Academic All-Conference team,
the North Central Pumpkinball alltournament team and the Eureka Prairie
Classic all-tournament team, where she
was named MVP. As a student, Fruehling served as head coach of the men’s
volleyball club.
Fruehling’s cousin, Michael Rowland ’75, was inducted into the 1984
Athletic Hall of Fame as a baseball
player.
Fruehling and her husband, Christopher, have two daughters: Taylor, 6,
and Sydney, 4. She stays home with her
children and also is a grant administrator for the Orthopaedic Research and
Education Foundation in Rosemont, Ill.
Mike Lindsey ’02 of Chicago was
a four-year starter and letterman at
defensive end for the Big Blue. He
was named the 2001 CCIW defensive
player of the year, recording 45 tackles,
including 18 tackles for loss. He also
was named to the 2001 National Weekly
Football Gazette third team, all north
region and was selected to the all-CCIW
first team in 2000 and 2001 and to the
all-CCIW second team in 1999.
Lindsey was selected to play in
the 2001 Aztec Bowl for the Division
III United States All-Stars, who played
against the Mexican All-Stars in Saltillo, Mexico, and won all five games.
After Millikin, Lindsey played
briefly for the Peoria Rough Riders
(formerly Peoria Pirates) in the Arena
Football League and also played for a
professional intramural sports league, In
the Zone. Currently, he is a park supervisor for the Chicago Park district, and
he received the 2008 South Regional
Team Staff Award. He and his wife,
Melinda, have one son, Isaiah, 12.
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Mark Placey

Adam Provance

Barbara Blume Love ’92 of Mattoon,
Ill., a transfer student, played only two
seasons for the women’s basketball
team, but she graduated at No. 11 in
career scoring with 923 points. Her
career scoring average of 18.5 put her
at No. 2 in Millikin’s record book at the
time, and she also held the then-record
of 3-point shots per game with seven.
She is also listed in the record book for
scoring 30 points or more in a game
on four separate occasions. Her senior
year, Love was named GTE Basketball
Academic All-American of the Year in
the college division and was her team’s
MVP. Her senior year, she was named
to the CCIW all-conference first team
and was the team’s leading scorer and
free throw shooter. That same year, she
received Millikin’s M award, which
was presented annually to the individual
senior man and woman who contributed
the most to the athletic program.
Love coached third through eighth
grade girls at St. John’s Lutheran School
from 2001 to 2007 and also coached
the freshman girls basketball team at
Mattoon High School in 2008 and 2009.
Her 2009 team finished 16-1 at the
end of the regular season. In 2007, she
co-coached a seventh grade Mattoon
girls team that won the American Youth
Basketball Tour national tournament
in the school division. Daughter Emily
was a member of that team.
Love is chief financial officer of
Howell Asphalt Company and Howell
Paving Inc. in Mattoon. In 2007, Love
received Mattoon’s “20 under 40”
award for her involvement in several
community and professional activities,
including serving as chairman of the
board of St. John’s Lutheran School.
She and her husband, Michael,
have two daughters, Emily, 16, and
Hillary, 12.

Gary Schopp

Scott Walker

Lee Mateer ’03 of Taylorville, Ill.,
was a four-year starter at offensive left
tackle, two-time first-team All-CCIW
All-Conference selection, HewlettPackard All-American third team selection in 2001 and named to the Football
Gazette Division III All-North Region
second team in 2002. He was a member
of the 2000 CCIW conference championship team, participating in the NCAA
Division III playoffs that year. He also
served as team captain his senior year.
Mateer was invited to the 2003
Regional NFL Combine and a workout
with the Chicago Bears and then St.
Louis Rams.
Since graduating from Millikin,
Mateer has stayed active in sports as a
successful competitive powerlifter. He
has won the junior superheavyweight
division in meets sanctioned by the
American Powerlifting Federation
and the World Association of Benchers and Deadlifters, and in 2006, he
won the “Strongest Man in Christian
County” competition at the Christian
County Fair. In 2009, he won first
place in the heavyweight division at the
North American Grappling Association
Midwest Championships in Milwaukee. Mateer is also a level-one certified
Crossfit trainer and teaches strength
training at schools in Taylorville, Ill.,
where he was recently named head
coach for the high school’s wrestling
team. He also serves as an assistant
coach for the football team.
Mateer is married to Keri Griffith Mateer ’02, and they have three
children: foster son and current Millikin senior, Emmanuel Minter ’10,
and twin daughters, Elle and Emlyn, 2.
Other alumni relatives include his sister,
Megan Mateer ’08, his great aunt, Anna
Haynes Brooks ’58 and his uncle, Dan
Nieves ’92.

Mark Placey ’80 of Elmhurst, Ill.,
was twice named to the all-CCIW first
team – as offensive guard in 1978 and
offensive tackle in 1979. In 1978, he
was named to the NCAA Academic
All-American second team. As a senior
in 1979, he was honored as MU’s most
valuable offensive lineman, was named
to the NCAA All-American second
team and received All-American Honorable Mention from the Associated Press.
After graduating from Millikin,
Placey joined the Marine Corps as a
second lieutenant honor graduate. He
then attended flight school and was designated a naval aviator in 1983. He has
received several miltary awards, including the Joint Services Commendation
Medal, Air Medal with Strike Flight
Numeral 4, the Single Mission Air Medal with Combat V for Valor for leading
an air strike against a Krijina Serb air
defense site, the Navy/Marine Corps
Commendation Medal and the Navy/
Marine Corps Achievement Medal with
Gold Star. He retired from the Marine
Corps in 2000 after accumulating more
than 3,500 hours of flight time, 2,500 of
them in a single-seat fighter aircraft.
Placey is currently a pilot for American Airlines, and for the past eight
years, he has volunteered as an assistant
football coach at Montini Catholic High
School, York High School, Immaculate
Conception High School, Benedictine
University and Elmhurst College. In
2009, he served as offensive line coach
for the Montini High School State 5-A
Champion football team, led by head
coach Chris Andriano ’74. Placey also
has coached Little League.
Placey was a member of Tau Kappa
Epsilon fraternity as a student. He and
his wife, Jill, have two sons: Sean, 14,
and Connor, 12.
Adam Provance ’99 of Washington,
Penn., scored double figures in all 25
games his senior year, averaging 17.8
points per game, and named to the
all-CCIW first team for that season. In
1999, he was selected to the National
Association of Basketball Coaches/
Chevy Silverado Division III AllMidwest District second team. As a
senior, he also was twice selected as
CCIW Player of the Week. That season,
Provance scored the final two points in
the last two seconds for a win against

Illinois Wesleyan University in Bloomington, Ill., ending Wesleyan’s fiveseason winning streak at home. In total,
Provance played 91 games for Millikin,
averaging 14.5 points per game. He
still holds the Millikin record in career
assists with 425 and is No. 17 on Millikin’s all-time career leading scorers
list with 1,319 points. Provance was
named basketball MVP twice, first as a
junior and again as a senior.
Provance is also one of three directors of Hoops for Haiti, an organization
that collects basketball equipment for
the children of Haiti. This past March,
they made their first trip to Pillatre,
Haiti, to conduct basketball clinics.
They are planning a second trip to Haiti
in January.
Provance is a financial advisor at
Edward Jones. He and his wife, Breanna, have two children: son, Lane, 4,
and daughter, Graysen, 1.
Gary Schopp ’68 of Rock Falls, Ill.,
was a four-year letterwinner as a pitcher
and outfielder for the Big Blue baseball
team, and was named to the NAIA District 20 all-star baseball team in 1968.
He also was a three-year letterwinner
at guard and tackle on the Big Blue
football team.
Schopp coached at Grayslake High
School in Grayslake, Ill., as defensive
coach of the sophomore football team
in 1968 (conference champions) and
varsity special teams coach in 1969
(finished second in the Northwest Suburban Conference) and 1970 (NWSC
co-champions). In addition, his 1969
sophomore baseball team was the
NWSC champ.
After leading the Mater Dei High
School football team to a 7-2 record
in 1971 as head coach, Schopp served
as head coach and athletic director
at Sparta High School in Sparta, Ill.,
which hadn’t experienced a winning
season in 20 years. He led the school’s
football team to several winning seasons in a row, including an undefeated
season in 1974 that qualified the school
for the IHSA playoffs for the first time,
bowing out in the second round. Schopp
also coached at Quincy High School
and volunteered on the coaching staff at
Newman High School in Sterling, Ill.,
in 1989 and 1990. The football team
was undefeated in 1989 and won the

Class A state title in 1990.
Schopp, an inductee of the Pontiac
High School Athletic Hall of Fame, still
holds his former high school’s single
season batting average record of .513.
He also is a member of the Newman
Catholic High School Hall of Fame.
Schopp owns Schopp Insurance
Agency in Rock Falls, Ill. He and his
wife, Penny, have two grown children:
Jeff Schopp ’94 and Gina Schopp
Wither.
Scott Walker ’92 of Royal Palm Beach,
Fla., was a three-time All-American at
the 1991 NCAA swimming championships, where he was first in the nation
in the 100 butterfly (49.98), third in
the 200 IM (1:53.20), eighth in the 800
freestyle relay and ninth in the 100
freestyle.
This followed his standout performance at the CCIW championships that
year, where he finished first in the 200
free with a record time of 1:40.22 (still
a CCIW meet and open record), and
first in the 200 IM and 200 butterfly. He
also was a member of four first-place
relay teams – the 400 medley and the
200, 400 and 800 freestyles – and was
named co-most valuable swimmer at the
championships.
Walker still owns four Big Blue
swimming records, including the 50
freestyle (20.91 seconds), 100 freestyle
(45.41), 200 freestyle (1:40.22) and 100
butterfly (48.66).
From 1992 to 1994, Walker swam
with the Ft. Lauderdale swim team,
which was the national champion in the
spring and summer of 1993 and 1994.
Walker was a five-time U.S. national
champion in relays and had seven top16 finishes at the national championships. In 1993 and 1994, he ranked 17th
and 15th in the U.S., respectively, for
the 100 freestyle, and he ranked as high
as 25th in the world for the 100 butterfly
during the 1994 season. In 1992, Walker
was a U.S. Open bronze medalist and
placed 15th in the 100 butterfly at the
1992 U.S. Olympic trials.
Walker, a Parkland College transfer
student, completed his junior and senior
years at MU and today is a claims team
manager at State Farm Insurance Co. in
West Palm Beach, Fla. He and his wife,
Jennifer, have two sons: Carson, 12, and
Mason, 9. ●
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Blast from the Past
It’s fall! What better time to reminisce and celebrate Millikin’s
storied 1961 undefeated Big Blue football team.

“Put me in, Coach Shroyer!

!”

Many former players returned to MU for Homecoming 2010 to
surprise their coach, Don Shroyer, at the celebration for the
Athletic Hall of Fame’s 40th anniversary. Shroyer is one of only
two surviving members of the AHOF’s charter inductees.

Three of the top players on the 1962 championship team were (from left): Tackle
Ryan Jorstad, quarterback Del Rutz and
halfback Jerry Domescik.
Ryan Jorstad ’62, co-captain of the 1961 football
squad, is organizing the team’s 50-year reunion,
set for Homecoming 2011, Oct. 7–9.

Going out for a long pass...
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According to the November 1961 Millikin
University Bulletin (forerunner of Millikin
Quarterly), the 1961 Big Blue football team
topped off their 8–0 season by clinching
the College Conference of Illinois football
championship. The team scored a total of
305 points during the season, while holding
opponents to just 79.

May 23 to June 4, 2011
Join the renowned Millikin University Choir for

a tour of
&

with a final stop in Windsor, England

Hosted by Peg Smith Luy ’75, Millikin’s Vice President for University  
Development, and Jan Devore, Millikin’s Director of Alumni Relations

Visit castles, museums, cathedral concerts, national parks and more.
Trip itinerary includes these stops:
• Ireland: Clonmel, Kilkenny, Galway, Connemara and Dublin
• Scotland: Edinburgh, Blairgowrie/Perth, Stirling, Glasgow
• England: Windsor
$2,995 total cost includes:
• All intercontinental
flights to and from
Chicago O’Hare Airport
• Hotel double occupancy
• 10 dinners, 11 breakfasts
• Designated sightseeing
attraction fees
• Taxes
• Transfers

Optional additional charges:
• Motorcoach travel from
Decatur to Chicago O’Hare
• Single supplement fee
• Travel insurance

Payment Schedule
• Nov. 30, 2010: $1,000
deposit due
• Jan. 3, 2011:  $1,000
second payment due
• Feb. 15, 2011: $995 final
payment due, plus
supplemental charges,
if applicable

For more information or to sign up, send an e-mail to Dr. Devore
at jdevore@millikin.edu or call her toll-free at 1-877-JMU-ALUM (568-2586).
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		 What’s new?
Have you changed jobs? Become a spouse or parent?
Share your news now and watch for it in an upcoming issue of
Millikin Quarterly. Don’t forget to let us know your
current address and please include a recent photograph
of yourself, if possible. We’ll print the photograph with your
news item if space permits.
Here’s how to submit news for Class Notes
or update your contact information:
• visit www.millikin.edu/alumni and click on “keep in
touch” on the navigation bar.
• send an e-mail to alumnews@millikin.edu.
• mail your information to Alumni Relations Office,
Millikin University,
1184 West Main St.,
Decatur, IL 62522-2084.

Happy 100!
Choices galore: By the end of the year, Millikin is on track to add three new groups to the list of approved student
organizations on campus, which will bring the total number to 100.
Advocates for
Choice
Allied Health
Association
(formerly PTOT)
Alpha Chi Omega
Alpha Lambda Delta
Alpha Phi Alpha
Fraternity Inc.
Alpha Phi Omega
Alpha Psi Omega
Alpha Sigma
Lambda
Alpha Tau Delta
Alpha Tau Omega
American Chemical
Society
Amnesty International
Art Club (Untitled)
Association for
Computing
Machinery
Badminton Club
Best Buddies
Big Blue Spirit Crew
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Black Men
Incorporated
Black Student Union
Break Away
Chinese Student
Association
Collage
Colleges Against
Cancer
Decaturian
Delta Delta Delta
Delta Epsilon Chi
(collegiate
DECA)
Delta Sigma Phi
Delta Sigma Theta
Sorority Inc.
Dimensions
Dynamic Equilibrium
Enclave
English Club
(formerly Sigma
Tau Delta)
Environmental
Affairs Council
French Club
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GKSN (Global
Korean Student
Network)
Homecoming
Human Service
Connection
Illinois Education
Association
Inter-Fraternity
Council
International
Student
Organization
Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship
Italian Club
Lambda Pi Eta
Latin American
Student
Organization
Milli-Hillel
Millikin Accounting
Association
Millikin Cricket Clib
Millikin Dance Team
Millikin Fencing Club

Millikin Flute Society
Millikin PAS Club
Millikin Songwriter’s
Guild
Millikin University
Concert
Committee
Millikin University
Guitar Club
Millikin University
Trumpet Society
MilliSTAT
Model United
Nations
Multicultural Greek
Council
Multicultural
Student Council
Multicultural Voices
of Praise
Music Educators
National Conference (MENC)
NAMI on Campus
National Student
Nurses
Association

Newman Catholic
Community
Nu Vybe Dance
Crew
Order of Omega
Panhellenic Council
Phi Kappa Phi
Phi Mu Alpha
Sinfonia
Physical Graffiti
Pi Beta Phi
Pi Mu Epsilon
Q and A
Quest
Rotoract
Senior Class
Committee
Sigma Alpha Epsilon
Sigma Alpha Iota
Sigma Delta Pi
Sigma Lambda
Gamma
Sigma Pi Sigma

Sigma Zeta
Sister Circle
Society of Physics
Students
Sports Medicine
Club
Start Smart
Student Exercise
Science
Organization
Student Housing
Council
Student Senate
Students Against
Sexual Assault
Tau Kappa Epsilon
University Center
Board
Up ‘Til Dawn
Water Polo Club
WJMU
Young Democrats
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Change
of tune

O

One year after completing his degree in music business with
emphasis in percussion, Joel Styzens ’03 was getting steady
work as a drummer in the local Chicago jazz and rock scenes.
He also had landed a teaching position at Chicago’s renowned
Old Town School of Folk Music.
But in late January 2006, Styzens woke up with the pitch of
A-sharp ringing in his ears. Tinnitus and hyperacusis – ringing
of the ears and extreme sound sensitivity – threatened to take
away his life’s work and passion. Styzens had to completely
stop playing drums until he could determine what his options
would be for managing this painful affliction.
“I had quite a bit of time where, because of my ear sensitivity, I wasn’t comfortable doing much of anything. Just going
outside was a nightmare because of all the Chicago traffic
noises,” he says.
He experienced the isolation that those who suffer from
tinnitus and hyperacusis often face, especially musicians.
Compelled by the need to continue playing music, he picked
up a dusty, old acoustic guitar that was sitting in the corner
and began playing it for hours each day.
Gradually, Styzens found himself searching for ways to
get the instrument to produce more interesting sounds and
textures. This led him to twist the strings and explore unusual
tunings. The new music soon became a form of therapy for
dealing with his hearing problems, and Styzens began composing for the guitar.
“I create by focusing on the sound, feeling and texture – not
theory. But if I didn’t have background in percussion, theory
and ear-training, I don’t think this approach would work as
well,” Styzens says.
This intuitive experimentation led to a collaboration with
Chicago Symphony Orchestra cellist Katinka Kleijn. They
worked together on Styzens’ first album, 2009’s “Relax Your
Ears.” The resulting collection of musical meditations was
released on Styzens’s own label, A-Sharp – ironically named
after the pitch of his tinnitus.
He now says, “I’ve spent most of my life playing drums on
other people’s music, and now I get to create my own – and
it’s really one of the most fulfilling things I have ever done.”
The CD’s opening track, a song also called “A-Sharp” is
the first piece that really started coming together when he
picked up the guitar.
“With ‘A-Sharp,’ I tried to capture the uncertainty, doubt

“I didn’t know if I could ever play drums
again, or even music,” says 2003 alum.
and frustration of not knowing if I could ever play drums or
even music again. I wanted to convey the way this ringing
felt – but at the same time, keep it musical and not make the
listener too uncomfortable,” he says. “I knew from the beginning that if I were to eventually make an album, it would be
the first track.”
Styzens intends to use A-Sharp Records and the label’s website to raise awareness about hearing conservation. “Right now,
my label is for my music and my story, but I want to expand it
to include the music and stories of others with tinnitus and
hyperacusis,” he says. “I would love to encourage community
and collaboration, and also use the label and its music to promote greater awareness about the importance of hearing conservation and what can happen if you don’t take precautions.”
Styzens continues to cope with the effects of the tinnitus
and hyperacusis, but they have improved gradually with
therapy, including a new treatment which uses customized
white noise and music that interacts with the auditory system.
He still teaches percussion, using electronic drums rather
than conventional ones, and is moving toward teaching acoustic guitar and piano. He is also working on his next album,
which features hammered dulcimer in addition to guitar.
Four years after his hearing conditions changed his life,
Styzens has no intention of focusing on the negative. “My ear
problems and how I hear sounds started this whole transition
to composing. So really, everything related to music in my
life is influenced by my tinnitus and hyperacusis,” he says. “I
would just like to stress the importance of continuing to follow
your passions no matter what obstacles are thrown at you.
You may have to dig down deep, and it may take a considerable amount of time, but I believe it’s possible.” ● by Jerry
Johnson ’82
Joel Styzens: Relax Your Ears - www.relax-your-ears.com
“Is it contemporary classical music? Is it jazz? Is it
Windham Hill? No, it’s a unique combination of all of the
above with sweet moments of guitar and soaring cello
lines spiced up with complex rhythms and harmonies.
Styzens is clearly a skilled musician and an inventive
composer.” Victory Music - Seattle, Wash.
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CLASS NOTES

ALUMNI EVENTS

Horton hears a Big Blue Who!
In June, the Springfield (Ill.) Muni Opera presented “Seussical,” featuring the
talents of 13 current Millikin students and alumni. Front row, from left: Rachel
Larison ’14, Madison Kauffman ’14, Jill Stephenitch ’07 and Christie Lazarides ’04.
Back row, from left: Nick Throop ’14, Doug Nehring ’12, Kelby Dolan ’12, Jon Bee ’13,
Devin Kemp ’12, Morgan Reed ’12, Kelly Trier ’06, Megan Lusch Francis ’05 and
Karla Brady Wilhelm ’80.

Millikin well-represented at State Fair
In August, H. W. “Bill” Wright ’59 was honored as Illinoisan
of the Day at the Illinois State Fair. Wright was recognized
by the State Fair Museum Foundation for his service to the
state as chairman of the Illinois Horse Racing Strategic
Planning Council and past president of the Illinois Harness
Horsemen’s Association.
Pictured above are from left: Tom Jennings, director of
the Illinois Department of Agriculture; Amy Beck Bliefnick ’79,
manager of the Illinois State Fair; Haley Freeman, 2010
Miss Illinois County Fair Queen; Wright; and Marilyn Raney,
volunteer for the State Fair Museum Foundation.

Upcoming Events
» Monday, Nov. 1
Millikin University Jazz Band I and OneVoice in
concert at Jazz Showcase, 806 S. Plymouth Ct.,
Chicago. Join us as Jazz Band I, under the direction of Randy Reyman, and OneVoice, under the
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2010-2011 Alumni Board officers
Officers for the Alumni Association
board of directors were announced this
summer.
Above, front row, from left: Carol
Bailey Barnes ’72, first vice president;
Nick McNamara ’07, secretary.
Back row, from left: Gary Brooks
’64, second vice president; Matt
Andrews ’99, president-elect; Chris
Bullock ’90, president.

A Wicked good time in St. Louis
After a July performance, Flint Hawes ’99, assistant conductor for the national tour of “Wicked,” welcomed a group of
alumni and friends backstage at the Fox Theatre in St. Louis.
From left: Scott Hines; Jan Devore, director of alumni relations; Flint Hawes’99; Dan Stuby ’07, until recently associate
director of alumni relations; Beth Mason Creighton ’01; Keith
Creighton ’00 and Jennifer Toney ’04.

direction of Steve Widenhofer, take the Windy
City by storm! Shows at 8 and 10 p.m. Visit
www.jazzshowcase.com for details.
» Monday, May 23–Saturday, June 4
Join the renowned Millikin University Choir for
a tour of Ireland and Scotland, with a final stop

in Windsor, England. See information, next page.

For more information or to RSVP,
call the alumni office toll free
at 1-877-JMU-ALUM (locally,
dial 217-424-6383) or e-mail
alumnews@millikin.edu.

Get connected
with
myMILLIKIN

Alumni: Sign up today
for a Millikin e-mail account.
It’s your free gift from the class of 2008!
Now you can proudly show the world
you are a Millikin alum whenever
you send or receive e-mails. Each
account features the millikin.edu
extension following a first initial/
last name-alum format whenever
possible. For example, a George
Smith might have the e-mail address
gsmith-alum@millikin.edu, although
exceptions must be made
in the case of duplicates.

For more information, visit www.millikin.edu/alumni,
or call the alumni office toll-free at 1-877-JMU-ALUM (568-2586). Locally, dial 217-424-6383.

myMILLIKIN is a customized portal
on Millikin’s website, with a new
and improved online alumni directory that replaces the old Milli-Link
XP directory and offers features not
previously available. Your directory
information is still password-protected and available only to Millikin
alumni, faculty and staff, based on
your preferences.
Log on at my.millikin.edu and:
• search for contact information
about your Millikin friends and
classmate
• order your transcripts and view
other personalized information
• search for individuals by name,
major, class year, city, state,
employer, student activities and
more in the new directory
• update your address and other
information
• check your Millikin e-mail
If you used myMILLIKIN as a student, you already have a username
and password. If you forgot, are
a new user, or have been using
Millikin-Link XP, click on “Oops. Did
you forget your password?”
Have questions? Call the alumni
office toll-free at 1-877-568-2586
(JMU-ALUM).

1974 Sigma Alpha Epsilon

members

Blast from the Past

Do you have photos from your days as a Millikin student? Send them
our way. We’re looking for photos to use as the Blast From the Past
feature, found at the beginning of the Class Notes section (see page
20). Send your snapshots to Millikin Quarterly, 1184 W. Main St.,
Decatur, IL 62522 or e-mail digital photos* to MillikinQuarterly@millikin.edu. Please identify alumni in the photo, including class years and
maiden names (if applicable).
*Photos must be at least 300 dpi for print publication.
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THE LEGACY CONTINUES

Millikin’s growing family tree
New first-year students share a legacy with their alumni relatives.
1

2

6

10

3

7

11

14

15

16

4

5

8

9

12

13

17

18

1. Brittany Call with mother Stephanie Greve. Not pictured: second cousins Tonya Greve ’97 and J. Dean Greve ’95. 2. Gregory
Yep with mother Barbara Elslager Yep ’81 and father John Yep. 3. Hannah Phillips with mother Janet Phillips. Not pictured: grandfather Harold Lynn Crites ’62. 4. Emily Yarnell with mother Kimberly Cook Weaver ’88. 5. Zachary Yarborough with mother Kristina
Yarborough. Not pictured: cousins Rachel Morrison ’09, Lindsay Morrison ’07 and aunt Traci Buechele ’83. 6. Katherine Hill with
mother Cheryl Stine Hill ’84 and father Robert Hill. 7. Mary Gangloff with mother Lisa Watkins Gangloff ’81. 8. Sarah Block with
mother Susan Triner Block ’75. 9. Courtney Vettore with mother Nancy Vettore and father Rick Vettore. Not pictured: aunt Mary
Vettore Taft ’95. 10. Andrew Besalke with mother Carolyn Besalke. Not pictured: uncle Jon Tiede ’92; aunt Lynn Hartley Tiede ’92;
grandfather, the late Ron Besalke ’61; and grandfather Russell Tiede, professor emeritus of music. 11. Anthony Miller with mother
Pam Delbridge Laskowski ’89 (BS) and ’07 (MSN). 12. Bradley Staker with mother Cindy Staker and father Bryce Staker. Not
pictured: brother Brandon Staker ’09. 13. Matthew Wooley with mother Angela Wooley and father Richard Wooley. Not pictured:
uncle Kent Stauder ’02 and aunt Robyn Wooley ’07. 14. Rebecca Gerk with mother Kim Gerk and father Andy Gerk ’87. 15. Chet
Lord-Remmert with father Steve Remmert. Not pictured: sister Cassat Lord-Remmert ’11. 16. Courtney Insolia with mother Maureen
Insolia. Not pictured: cousins Cheryl Elliot ’07, Karie Elliot ’07 and Dawn Elliot ’93. 17. Ervin Harris with father Jametrius Theard.
Not pictured: sister Diana Valentine ’09. 18. Hannah Gifford with mother Anita Gifford. Not pictured: father David Gifford ’83.
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28

31

22

32

26

29

33

30

34

19. Jessica Hoefert with mother Jeanne Hoefert and father Joseph Hoefert ’81. Not pictured: sister Meredith Hoefert ’09 and brother-in-law A.J. Wessler ’07. 20. Hillary Shelton
with mother Jeany Dunaway. Not pictured: cousin Jamie Miller Impson ’01, cousin Jonathon Ray Miller ’05, and second cousin Peg Luy ‘75, vice president for university development. 21. Holly Gleason with mother Nitza Gleason. Not pictured: sister April Gleason
’12. 22. Keely Doolin with mother Jan Stedelin Doolin ’73. Not pictured: father Joe Doolin
’70. 23. Samantha DeBondt with mother Jane Petrongelli DeBondt ’84. 24. Megan Vail
with mother Melissa Pflum Miles ’95. 25. Nicholas Day with mother Jennifer Day, father
J.W. Day, and grandmother Suzanne Bauer Murphy ’59. 26. Julia Hesse with mother
Leslie Longfellow-Hesse ’86. 27. Jeremy Shull with mother Shalyn Hembrough Shull ’90.
28. Sian Wilson with mother Pamela Lunsmann, father Neil Lunsmann, and sister Kelly Davenport Englum ’97. 29. Cristy Kinahan
with mother Sandy Cristy Kinahan ’83. 30. Brad Rucker with mother Charlene Rucker. Not pictured: aunt Debbie Rucker ’87.
31. Ben Ellegood with mother Cheryl Ellegood. Not pictured: uncle Mark Isaacs ’83. 32. Drew Blaase with mother Nanci Blaase
and father Douglas Blaase. Not pictured: uncle Richard Winkleblack ’58, cousins Cheryl Winkleblack Nalefski ’82, Lee Winkleblack
Beane ’86, and Jill Winkleblack Bolin ’92, Chad Bolin ’88, and Mike Nalefski ’83. 33. Andrew and Nicholas Burge with mother
Marla Burge. Not pictured: aunt Michelle Pagan Durbin ’89 and uncle Kent Durbin ‘83. 34. Matthew Hamrick with father Steve
Hamrick. Not pictured: sister Melody Hamrick ’09. 35. Ben Meyer with mother Cathy Meyer and father Dan Meyer. Not pictured:
cousin Lance Brooks ’06.
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THE
LEGACY
CONTINUES

37. Robert Kolton Ray with mother Carol Ray and father Keith Ray ’75. 38. Gordon Green with mother Susan Green and father
Jeff Green. Not pictured: aunt Shelly Schaefer Hinck ’80, cousin Robert Schaefer ’57, and cousin Shirley Sydnor Schaefer ’57.
39. Vasilios Chiligris with father Jim Chiligris. Not pictured: uncle Dan Thomas Schum ’89. 40. Rachel Larison with mother Gaye
Harper Larison ’83. 41. Sawyer Harris with mother Tracy Harris and grandfather Earl LaReau. Not pictured: aunt Shelli LaReau
’90. 42. Syed Salik. Not pictured: sister Faaria Salik ’13. 43. Jeffrey Novak with mother Teri Novak. Not pictured: sister Andrea
Novak ’06. 44. Desmond McDonald with aunt Linda Baker Short ’68 and uncle Jim Short ’68. 45. Lyndsey Stevens with mother E.
Diane Stevens and brother Darnell Tyms ’13. Not pictured: sister Trenae Bates ’12. 46. Nora Kocher with mother Nancy Kocher
and father Michael Kocher ’72. 47. Stevenson Morgan with mother Hope Bradford and grandmother Elizabeth Bradford ’10. Not
pictured: aunt Lula Mae Harris ’06. 48. Kelly Miles with mother Marla Miles and father Kevin Miles. Not pictured: cousin Kimberly
Henon Wickline ’07. 49. Frank McWard with mother Cindy McWard. Not pictured: niece Stephanie Hodges ’10. 50. Shelby Barrett
with mother Sandi Barrett. Not pictured: cousin Jennifer Shuff ’00 and cousin Joni Shuff Grubbs ’99. 51. Kristen Doyle with mother
Gail Doyle ’09. Not pictured: sister Brentny Doyle ’09. 52. Joshua Akers with mother Kimberly Jackson. Not pictured: uncle Dwight
Woods ’00.
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That’s news to us!
Tying the knot? Expecting the pitter patter of tiny feet? We’d love
to help share your news in the Quarterly! While we can’t print news
about anticipated weddings or babies, let us know when your event
becomes a reality and we will announce it to your classmates. Submit
your news online at www.millikin.edu/alumni/kit.
Don’t forget to send your wedding photos to MillikinQuarterly@millikin.edu. Photos
must be at least 300 dpi for print publication.

Something old, something new,
something borrowed, something Big Blue!
Thanks to Molly Pufall ’05 and Ian Brown for sharing their wedding joy with their Millikin friends and family!

Molly Pufall ’05 and Ian Brown, June 27. (see next page for wedding announcement.)

First row, from left: Melissa Curtis ’06, Elizabeth Hermanson ’06, Amy Bearden ’06, Lauren Taylor Kotras ’03.
Second row, from left: Dan Simpson ’07, Jessica Tussey Thomas ’04, Jamie Whitlatch ’06, Molly Pufall Brown ’05
(bride), Ian Brown (groom), Lauren Gire Taylor ’06, Nathan Pufall ’03, Nathanael Kotras ’04.
Third row, from left: Nick Mihalevich ’05, Chris Thomas ’04, Dan Stuby ’07, Shanan D’Agostino ’03, John Stafford
’00, Josh Rutkowski ’03, Barry Tegel ’00, Brianne Marsel Tegel ’03, Garrett Taylor ’05, John Musick ’00, Sarah Lutz
Musick ’00.
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MY TURN

Ending on
the write note

M

by Margaret Allen Friend

More years ago than I care to admit, my wonderful mother
taught me that reading could take me anywhere I wanted to go.
And she was right. As a youngster, I read my way to 17th century France with Dumas’ “The Three Musketeers,” to the outer
limits of space and imagination with Bradbury’s “The Illustrated Man,” and even to the heights of New York’s skyscrapers with “The Amazing Spider Man.” (Yes, even a “serious
reader” can appreciate a good comic now and then!)
That love of reading ultimately led to a love of writing
and a career I thoroughly enjoy. I’ve learned that writing can
also take you places and introduce you to people you never
dreamed you’d meet. During the years I’ve been associated
with the Millikin Quarterly, I’ve interviewed many alumni for
feature articles and now, as Class Notes editor, I’m “meeting”
many more as they submit news to share with fellow alumni.
And what a wonderful and diverse group of people you are!
I’ve spoken or corresponded with actors, actresses, singers
and musicians – some with names you’d recognize and others
who are waiting for their big break. I’ve interviewed a woman
who found an unexpected second career as a mystery writer
after a successful first career as a musical performer and voice
teacher. Her first novel was just published to good reviews,
and I’m fortunate enough to have a signed copy!
But as exciting as it is to talk to a current or future household name, it’s the everyday stories that get me every time.
Take the 87-year-old gentleman I recently spoke to who retired
after 50 years in the ministry (see page 21). Just imagine how
many lives he’s touched … the marriages he’s blessed, the babies he’s baptized and the families he’s comforted as they said
goodbye to loved ones. Now there’s a man who’s left his mark
on the world. And the fact that his wedding reception was
held in the alumni and development center, the house where I
work on class notes, makes my connection to his story all the
sweeter.
In fact, it’s confirmed for me over and over that Millikin
alums are out there making their mark every day. It’s so
encouraging to hear from men and women who are finding
satisfaction in their chosen careers – from the world of busi30
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ness to science, medicine, education, the arts and so many
other fields.
Whether it’s by e-mail, online forms or the occasional handwritten note (yes, many folks do still communicate that way!),
staying in touch with Millikin alums and sharing their news
with all of you makes every day interesting. It’s personally
disheartening to me and the rest of the Quarterly staff when
something disrupts the process, such as a recent discovery that
one of our online class notes forms had not been functioning
for some time (see more information and an apology about
that disappointment on page 28).
Despite the occasional technical and sometimes human error, I hope we can continue to share information this way. As
college friends in greater numbers stay in touch through the
ever-growing multitude of social networking options, there’s
some talk that Class Notes sections in alumni magazines will
become unnecessary.
But this lifelong reader and writer says, “Perish the
thought!” Although many of you, especially younger alums,
could choose to post your news on Facebook or Twitter and
end it at that, there’s just something about holding a printed
page in your hand that makes the news seem more real. We
often hear from young alumni who comment that they take
pride in seeing news of their first job in this magazine and
enjoy reading about those important first career steps of their
classmates, too. It’s the first of many news items we hope
they’ll share with their fellow alumni as they journey through
life, just as our older alums do now.
So to paraphrase an old saying, “keep those cards, letters
and e-mails coming!” And we’ll be right here, putting them
together for your enjoyment in an upcoming issue. ●
In addition to serving as Millikin Quarterly’s Class Notes
editor, Margaret Allen Friend is a freelance writer. She and
her husband, Bill Friend ’79, have one grown son, Tom, and
three granddaughters: Alyssa, 7, Layla, 5, and Ava, 1. Send
her a class note through MillikinQuarterly@millikin.edu.

THE VIEW FROM HERE

Kirkland Fine Arts Center
Kirkland Fine Arts Center opened its doors 40 years ago, October 1970, and is home to a 1,904-seat auditorium,
several music and choral facilities, lecture halls, art galleries and other multipurpose rooms. The center is named
for Eva and Ernest Kirkland, whose half-million dollar gift in 1965 helped kick off a capital
campaign that financed the construction. In his remarks at the center’s inaugural event,
Millikin President Dr. Paul McKay recognized Mrs. Kirkland, saying, “Your name and your
memory are engraved not only on bricks and mortar but are enshrined in the hearts of us all.”

Eva Coberly
Kirkland ’15

Through the decades, Kirkland Fine Arts Center has brought in nationally acclaimed musical
tours including “Rent” and “Evita,” world-renowned entertainment such as Duke Ellington,
Ray Charles and the Chicago Symphony Orchestra, and nationally known lecturers including
Ann Landers and Colin Powell. Millikin’s College of Fine Arts also showcases student talent
through regular performances and exhibits in the center.

Did you know... ?
Ground was broken for Kirkland
on March 23, 1968, by Millikin
President Dr. Paul McKay and
then-Trustee Chairman William
Requarth ’35 – the same day of
the groundbreaking for Griswold
Physical Education Center.

Eva Coberly Kirkland studied
music at Millikin with the class
of 1915 and her husband, E.T.
Kirkland, was a graduate of the
Millikin Academy.

Kirkland’s inaugural performance, the Ballet Folklorico
de Mexico, was presented to a
capacity crowd on Thursday,
Oct. 8, 1970.
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