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Deb Youssef
Class of 1984

Dean’s Business Council
Mission
The mission of the Tabor School of Business Dean’s Business
Council is to provide external perspective and review, as well as
advocacy and support for the school’s programs, strategic
direction, and overall objectives.
Objectives
The objectives of the Dean’s Business Council include, but are not
limited to:


Advising the School, through the Dean, on issues that impact
mission and strategy



Serving as a sounding council on planning issues, new
programs, and activities



Identifying opportunities for students to interact with
business, both public and nonprofit organizations, through
internships, mentoring, and performance learning



Serving as an advocate for the school’s interest with the
external community and building important ties and
connections between the Tabor School of Business and the
community



Bringing business executives into the classrooms and other
close contact with students and faculty in both formal and
informal settings.

Deb Youssef (Debbie Fields) is a 1984 graduate of Millikin with a
B.S. in Finance. She also graduated with honors from the
University of Illinois with an M.A. in Economics and a Ph.D in
Regional Planning. Deb’s career started in strategic planning and
international development, working for the Army Corps of
Engineers and at the World Bank for 15 years. At the World Bank,
she was a member of the Social Development Team and has been
recognized for her innovative work in design and implementation
of a computerized planning system for projects involving
resettlement, metrics and research integrating social and
environmental measures into economic analysis, and knowledge
management. Deb has worked on development projects in over
15 countries, mostly in Central and South East Asia.
For the last 15 years, Deb has worked in education. Currently she
works remotely as an assessment coordinator and data analyst
for a district of ten K-8 schools serving underprivileged students
and dedicated to making a difference. Prior to this position, Deb
served as Director for student services and retention at Pearson
managing a portfolio of 20 fully online graduate and
undergraduate programs and teams of retention managers and
coaches. Deb has also served as a Principal of a high school
targeting at-risk students, and as a high school Math and
Economics teacher. Deb holds a Montessori Secondary
Certificate and Graduate Diploma in Secondary Education. She is
a Chicago native, but currently resides in Scottsdale, Arizona,
near her parents.

Craig Witt
Class of 1986

Craig Witt, Decatur native, graduated from Millikin University in
1986 with a B.S. in Accounting. As a student athlete he
successfully attended class, played for the Big Blue Basketball
team, and provided coaching assistance to his father, Bob Witt –
Head Basketball Coach at Eisenhower High School.
Craig is currently the Chief Revenue Officer for an International
Software Company. Craig’s career started as an Accountant, then
moved swiftly into technology. As a son of a coach and ex-athlete
it was a natural progression to move into leading technology
Sales organization. Over the last 30 years Craig has led Global
Sales and Marketing teams for software companies as large as
$4B and as small as $50M. He is also an Official Member of the
Forbes Business Development Council and is a published author
with over 60 articles providing thoughts and guidance on
International Sales and Marketing.

Craig resides in Delray Beach, Florida with his wife of 31 years,
whom he met at Millikin, and children - 3 boys and 1 daughter.

Najiba Benabess

Dean, Tabor School of Business

Dr. Najiba Benabess began as the Dean of the Tabor School of
Business at Millikin University on July 1, 2016. Dr. Benabess was
previously the director of the School of Business and
Management within the College of Professional Schools at
Norwich University in Northfield, Vt. She came to Norwich
University in 2007 as an assistant professor teaching a variety of
courses in microeconomics, macroeconomics, international
economics and quantitative methods. Her areas of expertise
include industrial organization and international economics.
Najiba is a strong proponent of service learning,
entrepreneurship and global engagement, and she strives to
create partnerships across the academic and business
communities.
Dr. Benabess earned a Master of Arts in Economics from
Western Illinois University and a Ph.D. in Economics from the
University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee.

Nico Amoroso
Class of 2008

Nico Amoroso is the Senior Director of Technology for Wirtz
Corporation, working in several industries including Banking,
Real Estate, Beverage Distribution, Professional Sports and
Entertainment, Advertising/Media, Insurance and Agriculture.
In his role, he oversees IT and the strategic vision for each of
these verticals, collaborating with business leaders and their
functional teams to implement best-in-class solutions and drive
productivity, efficiencies and innovation. During his time at
Wirtz, Nico has led his team through two multi-billion-dollar
integrations/mergers, an IT reorganization, an E-Commerce
rollout, an ERP overhaul and a couple of Stanley Cup wins.
Nico received his bachelor's degree in Management Information
Systems from Millikin University. He currently serves on the
Alumni Board for Delta Sigma Phi and volunteers his time at
Chicago's BUILD organization and his local church. He also
facilitates leadership seminars and coaches youth basketball,
baseball, and soccer. When Nico is not busy with work and
volunteering, he enjoys spending his time with his wife Angie and
four kids: Addison, Michael, Lucas, and Ava. They reside in Palos
Heights, IL and enjoy the outdoors and traveling around the
world.

David Weatherford
Class of 1981

Dave Weatherford is a retired supply chain management
professional with over thirty years of experience in both
corporate and plant roles.
Dave received his A.A. from Richland Community College, his
B.S. from Millikin University and his M.B.A. from Maryville
University.
Dave started his supply chain career with over two decades
working at Anheuser-Busch, Inc., now Anheuser-Busch
InBev, which included such highlights as a new brewery start-up,
standardization and organizational projects in the U.S., U.K. and
China, campus recruiting and talent development, reverse
logistics and expanding the network of third party warehouses in
the U.S. Dave moved to Energizer Holdings, Inc. where his career
highlights included re-alignment of the distribution network,
integrating three acquisitions, executing one spin-off and
oversight for North American warehousing.
Dave currently resides in Georgetown, TX with his wife Debby.

Bob Swartz
Class of 1998

Bob is a member of BKD National Financial Services Group and
provides a full range of assurance and consulting services to
banks, thrifts and credit unions. He also provides audit and
consulting services to employee benefit plans. Bob has more
than 20 years of experience serving these entities. His experience
includes external audit, internal audit, strategic modeling,
mergers and acquisitions and capital planning. He also has
experience in U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission
reporting.
He is a member of the American Institute of Certified Public
Accountants (AICPA), Illinois CPA Society and Missouri Society
of Certified Public Accountants. He speaks annually at the
Commercial Lending Institute for Community Bankers
Association of Illinois (CBAI) and serves as a facilitator for a CEO
forum for CBAI.

Bob serves on the HSHS St. Mary’s Foundation Board and the
Mt. Zion Youth Sports Board. He has also served as the vice
president of the Alumni Association Board of Directors for
Millikin University.
He is a 1998 graduate of Millikin University, with a B.S. in
Accounting.

Dena Arendt (Kareotes)

Class of 1983

Entrepreneur and Decatur native, Dena (Kareotes) Arendt is a
1983 graduate of Millikin University with a B.S. in Marketing.
Immediately after college, she worked for Colgate Palmolive for a
brief time, but was lured away to work in the fledgling computer
software industry. During the next 15 years she worked in sales
management where she was responsible for key accounts in the
US, traveled to the UK and Europe to establish an international
sales network, and eventually met and became engaged to her
future husband, Jon. Soon after their marriage, she left the
computer software business to explore her passion for interior
design. She enrolled in design school and worked for a local
designer to get a first-hand look at how the industry operated.
Dena founded her own business soon after graduating, in 2003.
Her company, Inside Ideas Design Service, specializes in creating
beautiful, family-friendly spaces for busy, Chicago area
professionals.
In addition to the Dean’s Business Council, Dena serves on the
Advisory Board for the School of Interior Design at College of
DuPage, she is a member of ASID (American Society of Interior
Designers) where she serves as Peer Leader, and she is actively
involved in her local community where she is a Delegate for the
Hinsdale Area Alumnae Panhellenic Association and a
Commissioner for the Downtown Economic Development Board.
Dena resides in Clarendon Hills, IL with husband Jon and their
daughter Alexandria.

Tony Douglass
Class of 2005

Tony Douglass graduated from Millikin University in 2005 with a
B.S. in Management Information Systems. As a student athlete,
he successfully balanced the requirements of starting for the Big
Blue Soccer team, attending class and fulfilling his internship in
the Global Technology department at Archer Daniels Midland.
Currently Tony is the Director of IT Solutions at Archers Daniels
Midland in Decatur, IL and is still actively working with Millikin
as a Campus Champion for internship recruitment. Throughout
his 15 year career at Archer Daniels Midland, he has served in
various roles including Business Analyst, Developer and Business
Relationship Manager. In his current role, he leads design
workshops and technology strategy sessions with the Global
Research and Development department to develop the
technology roadmap to support the capabilities needed to
support the business in product development and go to market
strategies. This work has required multiple trips internationally
to Europe as well across many states within the US.
When not working, Tony is active within Decatur’s Midstate Club
Soccer program as a Head Coach. He also enjoys anything that
gets him outside, including boating and skiing with his wife
Jenny and 3 kids.

Kevin Stocks
Class of 2013

Kevin is currently a corporate associate in the Chicago office of
Kirkland & Ellis LLP. His practice focuses on private equity,
mergers & acquisitions and corporate counseling. Prior to joining
Kirkland, Kevin attended the University of Virginia School of
Law, where he served as Articles Development Editor of the
Virginia Sports & Entertainment Law Journal and was involved
in various student groups. While at Millikin, Kevin studied
finance and participated in moot court, baseball, the Tabor
Investment Portfolio, Tau Kappa Epsilon and the Blue
Connection art gallery. Kevin graduated from Millikin in 2013
with a B.S. in Finance.
In his spare time, Kevin enjoy golf, softball, and stand-up comedy
shows. He is also actively involved in the Chicago chapter of 100
Men Who Give a Damn and serves on the board of directors of
the Millikin TKE chapter’s housing corporation.

Bob Smith
Class of 1975

Robert C. (Bob) Smith is a graduate of Millikin University with
B.S. in Industrial Engineering, and received his MBA in Finance
from Michigan State University. He also graduated from the
Stonier Graduate School of Banking with honors.

Bob spent over 40 years in commercial banking, beginning his
career in international lending for a large regional bank. He and
his wife, Cyndy, returned to their hometown of Decatur in the
1980s, where he has worked in community banking. From 1995
until his retirement in 2018, Bob served as President of Soy
Capital Bank and Trust Company, headquartered in Decatur,
which consists of Soy Capital Ag Services, a farm management
company, J. L. Hubbard Insurance and Bonds, a commercial
insurance agency, as well as the bank which has offices in five
Central Illinois cities.
Bob currently serves on the Executive Board of the Greater St.
Louis Council of the Boy Scouts of America and Heritage
Behavioral Health Center in Decatur. His other community
involvement has included the Board of Directors of Millikin
University, Partners in Education, Project Success, Metro
Decatur Chamber of Commerce, United Way, Decatur Public
Schools Foundation, Decatur Memorial Hospital, Decatur Club,
St. Mary’s Hospital Foundation, Decatur Public Building
Commission, Westminster Presbyterian Church, and Coming
Together Decatur.

Wayne Dunning
Class of 1983

Wayne Dunning is the Pastor at Faith Fellowship Christian
Church in Decatur and the owner of Dunning Insurance and
Financial Services. A Chicago native, Wayne has lived in Decatur
since 1970, and graduated from Millikin University in 1983 with
a B.S. in Business Administration. He was ordained as a Bishop
in 2015 and has also served as a substitute teacher in Decatur
Public Schools for over 20 years.
Wayne is actively involved in the Decatur community, and has
held board positions for Partners in Education, YMCA, NAACP,
Webster Cantrell Hall, and Richland Community College. He
also served as the President of the Minority Business Network
from 1991-2005. Due to his exceptional basketball career in high
school and college, he has been inducted into the Athletic Halls of
Fame for Decatur Public Schools and Millikin University.
Wayne resides in Decatur with his wife, Tammy, and their
children Patrick and Alanda. He enjoys meeting people, sharing
the Gospel of Jesus Christ, coaching kids’ sports, driving
anywhere, and passionately supports the Chicago Cubs and
Chicago Bears.

Sheri Eichelberger
Class of 1983

A 1983 Millikin graduate with a B.S. in Marketing and minor in
Business Administration, Sheri retired in 2018 after a 34-year
career with AT&T. Most recently she had been leading AT&T’s
Enterprise Solutions organization, a team of sales professionals
responsible for addressing the full spectrum of IP-based and
mobility communication networking requirements for AT&T’s
largest multinational accounts. Responsible for a $3B revenue
stream, she led her team to focus on developing innovative
applications utilizing transport to managed networking services,
fully integrated outsourced solutions, and a full spectrum of
wireless communications.
Sheri held several AT&T leadership roles which included leading
teams of Technical Sales Engineers, Global Sales Operations,
Client Marketing and Advisory Councils. She created profitable
and operationally sound new business endeavors resulting in
significant positive customer satisfaction and revenue growth.
She has a proven track record of applying technology applications
to all customer segments, both U.S. domestic and globally.
Sheri and her husband Gregg, who is also a Millikin Tabor Alum,
have lived on the East Coast, West Coast and many States in
between before returning to Chicago a few years ago. She is a
former MU Alumni Board member. Sheri’s sister, mother, father
and great aunt are also Millikin Alums.

Jamie Rockhold

Class of 2014

Jamie Rockhold graduated from Millikin University Summa Cum
Laude in 2014 with a B.S. in Accounting and Information
Systems. As a Presidential scholar and Honors student, she
pursued many opportunities to represent Tabor and Millikin,
including serving on the leadership board of Collegiate DECA,
Student Honors Advisory Council, and the Tabor Advisory
Council.
Jamie began her professional career while interning with State
Farm during two summer internships. She started full time after
graduation as a Finance Analyst in Investment Accounting with
State Farm in Bloomington, Illinois. She now serves as a Finance
Supervisor in the Financial Shared Services department. Jamie
has continued her pursuit of education through the earning of the
Certified Public Accountant (CPA), Chartered Property Casualty
Underwriter (CPCU), Chartered Financial Consultant (ChFC),
and Fellow, Life Management Institute (FLMI) designations.
She remains active in various programs through work, including
recruiting for Millikin. Outside of work, she is active in the
community, participating in athletics throughout the year and
serving on the executive leadership team of the recently
organized Rotary Club of Bloomington Normal. Her volunteering
includes being an instructor for the Junior Achievement
program, a judge at the Future Business Leaders of America State
Leadership Conference, and a coordinator at various STEMsponsored events for younger students.

Zane Peterson
Class of 2011

Zane Peterson is a licensed managing broker servicing Central
Illinois with an emphasis in commercial real estate transactions,
in addition to local residential sales. Zane is a proud Decatur
resident, graduate from Millikin University, local business owner
and supporter, golfer, dog lover, and advocate for all things
“Decatur.” Zane’s fiancé, Taylor, is also a real estate broker in the
Central Illinois Area and together they sell real estate, as well as
invest in real estate and consequently spend a lot of time at the
hardware stores picking out the newest upgrades for their
investment projects!
While obtaining his bachelor's degree in Business Finance, Zane
enjoyed four years competing on the Millikin University golf
team. The game of golf has attributed to much of his current
success- Zane loves the never-ending challenge and competition!
Although Zane is originally from the Chicago-land area, after
spending time in central Illinois he grew to appreciate all that
Decatur had to offer. Upon graduating from Millikin, Zane
helped launch and manage a local quick service restaurant with
the help of family and friends, which also contributed to his
desire to remain a Decatur resident for the long-term.
Everyday Zane is thrilled to pursue his passion while sharing the
experience with both natives and newcomers to Decatur and the
surrounding central Illinois area.

Louis Javois
Class of 1988

Louis Javois is employed by Capgemini America Inc., a leading
consulting, outsourcing, and technology advisory firm. He is a
managing member of the Life Sciences Technology Consulting
Team, and advises
biotechs, pharmaceuticals, and device
manufacturers throughout the country, specializing in the
Marketing & Sales and Digital Health domains. Prior to joining
Capgemini, Louis was EVP of Product Management and
Information Technology in the Healthcare Marketing division of
Cardinal Health.
While at Millikin, Louis earned a Bachelor of Science in
Management Information Systems from the Tabor School. He
was also active in the Millikin Marching Band, the Jazz Band, and
studied classic saxophone music. As a student, his work study
took him to Kirkland Fine Arts Center, where he developed an
affinity for performing arts.

Louis’ work and love of travel has enabled him to travel
extensively all over the world, including Africa, India, Australia/
New Zealand, the Caribbean, many countries in Europe and Latin
America, and all over the United States. He is also a volunteer
for the Capgemini Cares Team and Capgemini A3, a support and
development community for employees of African extraction.
Louis resides in New York City.

Amber Kaylor
Class of 2006
MBA Class of 2016

Amber Kaylor is the newly appointed CEO of Ronald McDonald
House Charities of Central Illinois, effective August 2020. Most
recently, she served as President & CEO of Children’s Museum of
Illinois. Amber received her B.S. in Management and
Organizational Leadership and her MBA from Millikin
University. A lifelong Decatur resident, her leadership and
commitment to the community spans more than a
decade. Amber’s community and board involvement includes
Vice President of the Board for Macon Resources (MRI), Decatur
Celebration Board member, and Co-Chair of the Decatur
Celebration Revitalization Committee. Amber and her husband,
BK, are lifelong Decatur residents and have a son, Maddox.

Trevor May

Class of 2016
MBA Class of 2017

Born in Dundas, a small town in Southern Illinois (better known
as "White Squirrel" country), Trevor is a successful influencer,
having depth of experience with political campaigns and capital
fundraising, in addition to launching a private consulting practice
after graduating from Millikin.
His time on campus began as an undergraduate transfer student
in the commercial music business program, which drew him
closer to entrepreneurial studies, before advancing to the MBA
program, where he focused his graduate assistantship on
research in leveraging social capital. This went on to inform his
current professional projects where he works to advise colleagues
(clients) on facilitating strengths-based strategic development
and designing co-value partnerships.
With projects ranging from real estate and healthcare to
international tech transfer due diligence, Trevor credits Millikin
as the foundation for his innovative work and global perspective.
He's the front man for a Millikin alumni funk band, wears a lot of
hats, has never met a stranger, likes to meaningfully rock the
boat and maintains an extensive collection of vintage cardigans.
He also whistles – continuously.

