A Letter from the Dean
Did you know that there are more than 5,800 alumni with degrees from the
Tabor School of Business at Millikin University? As one of those alumni,
this Tabor Times newsletter is for you! As you can imagine, the breadth and
diversity of Millikin’s alumni population is exceptional. Tabor Times will serve to
keep you connected to the Tabor School of Business and invite you to engage
with the Tabor School of Business and our alumni on both intellectual and
social levels. Tabor Times will be your source of news and online discussion
about the achievements of Tabor's current students and alumni, upcoming Tabor
events and topics of interest in the business world.
As dean of the Tabor School of Business, I am committed to offering our
students every opportunity to be successful. This is a particularly exciting time
because innovations in student learning are taking place in both traditional and
virtual classroom environments. These learning opportunities include partnering
with our alums and encouraging them to share their real world experiences and
insights with us.
Regardless of the instruction methods our professors utilize, we are focused on
providing our students with high-quality Performance Learning experiences.
Millikin measures its effectiveness by the success of its students, and it is our
hope that all of our graduates will pursue fulfilling careers and invest their efforts
in improving their communities.
I am excited about what the future of our University holds – it is bright! As we
share some of our achievements over the coming months, I am sure you will find
them as informative and rewarding as we do. So, welcome to the inaugural
edition of Tabor Times, which will be published biannually. Let us know your
thoughts on this first issue and what you would like to see in future editions.
We’d love to hear from you!
Go Big Blue!

Najiba Benabess
Dean, Tabor School of Business

Do Traditional Bank Branches Have a Place in
Today’s Digital World? Three Experts Weigh In
RJ Podeschi ‘02/MBA ’04 has a Bachelor of Science degree in management
information systems and an MBA with a concentration in management, both
from the Tabor School of Business at Millikin. He is an associate professor of
information systems and chair of the Tabor School of Business undergraduate
programs.

David Weber ’71 has a Bachelor of Arts degree in biology from Millikin. He is
the executive vice president of business development for Busey Bank.

Karla Camillo Miller ’88 has a Bachelor of Arts degree in English Literature from
Millikin. She is the director of corporate communications for Hickory Point Bank
& Trust.

Tabor Alumni Profiles
Highlighted here are two of our distinguished Tabor School of Business alums,
exemplifying how their exceptional Millikin University education prepared them
to pursue their career aspirations and the exciting opportunities that go
alongside the ever-changing career market.
Of course, there are many distinguished Tabor alums, and we hope that each of
you will endeavor to connect with as many as you can. In future editions, we will
profile other distinguished alumni. We invest you to suggest other alums to
profile here.

Autumn Kraus, Class of 1984
Autumn Kraus is a partner in the forensic,
litigation and valuation service department of
Whitley Penn, a public accounting firm providing
audit, tax and consulting services in Dallas.
Autumn obtained her Bachelor of Science degree
in accounting and marketing from Millikin
University in 1984. Upon graduation, Autumn
obtained her Certified Public Accountant (CPA)
certification and spent nearly eight years with
Archer Daniels Midland in Decatur before
relocating to Nacogdoches, Texas. In
Nacogdoches, she obtained a Master of Business
Administration from Stephen F. Austin State
University and spent the next 10 years in
accounting at a regional bank. As controller of
Commercial Bank of Texas, Autumn’s
responsibilities included oversight of accounting,
development of effective policies and procedures
related to accounting and the supervision of the IT
and operations departments.
In December 2005, Autumn graduated with a law
degree from Texas Wesleyan University School of
Law (now known as Texas A&M School of Law),
located in Fort Worth. Autumn is now a Certified
Management Accountant (CMA), CPA with an
accreditation in business valuation (ABV) and a
licensed attorney in the state of Texas. It was this
intersection of her legal knowledge and
accounting skills that allowed Autumn to find her
ideal new career with Whitley Penn.
Autumn joined Whitley Penn in 2006, advancing
to partner in 2011. As partner, Autumn spends
her time providing forensic accounting and fraud
investigation analysis, business valuations and
lost profit and damage calculations in the
litigation arena. She provides expert witness
reports as well as testimony and assistance at
depositions, mediations and trials.
On a personal level, Autumn serves on the
boards of the T. Boone Pickens YMCA in Dallas
and Empowering Women as Leaders, a local
non-profit that provides mentorship and
scholarship opportunities to non-traditional
female students.

Ed LeFevre, Class of 1957
Ed LeFevre is a retired Certified Public
Accountant (CPA), partner at Peat Marwick and
Certified Financial Planner (CFP) with Thrivent
Financial.
Ed graduated from Millikin University in 1957 with
a Bachelor of Science in accounting. He is
originally from New Jersey and came to Millikin
because of its outstanding reputation in the
accounting program.
Upon graduation, Ed joined Gauger and Diehl in
Peoria, Ill. He obtained his CPA and became a
partner in 1969. Shortly thereafter, Gauger and
Diehl merged with KPMG, one of the “Big Four”
auditing firms. Ed made the decision to take early
retirement in 1985. However, he was interested in
another aspect of business — finance. It was that
interest that led him to obtain his CFP.
Ed joined Lutheran Brotherhood, a financial
institution that later became Thrivent Financial.
He spent seventeen years providing financial
planning services for his clients until enjoying his
second retirement in 2005.
Outside of his professional career, Ed has served
on many church boards and was treasurer of the
Central Illinois district of the Lutheran church. He
has been active in Kiwanis, an international
service club, for 50 years, including serving as
both president and treasurer. Ed has also served
on the board of Bethesda Lutheran Home,
including serving as president of the board. He
currently serves as a volunteer escort at Unity
Point Health Methodist.

Although each of these alums chose a major and curriculum that allowed them
to launch successful careers, their careers took fascinating twists and turns as
they developed as professionals. It is both insightful and inspiring to see how
Millikin’s Tabor School of Business prepared and led these two alums to
become highly successful, motivated business leaders and contributors to their
communities.

Entrepreneurship is Alive and Well at Millikin!
In recent years, students and faculty at Tabor's Center for Entrepreneurship
have grown existing initiatives and formed new ventures. While it is impossible
to share all of the exciting things happening in this field, here are a few
highlights:
The director for the Center for Entrepreneurship, Julie Shields MBA '13,
was recently appointed as the interim executive director of the United
States Association for Small Businesses and Entrepreneurship
(USASBE).
The Center for Entrepreneurship partnered with the College of Fine Arts to
send eight faculty and 22 students to the Self-Employment in the Arts
(SEA) conference in Chicago. Two Millikin students were honored for their
work: Deborah Corr ’19, a studio art major, won a Juror's Award for her
digital photography at the 10th annual SEA College Juried Art Show; and
Zachary McReynolds ’22, an entrepreneurship major, won $1,000 in the
Funding Pitch Competition for his freelance concert event management
company called Nightlight productions.
A record 31% of the entire Millikin student body took an entrepreneurship
or entrepreneurship-infused class during the 2018-2019 academic year.
This is up 4% from last year and 14% from two years ago.
At Idea-to-Incubator's Demo Day, hosted by Millikin, four MU studentfounded startups presented their businesses to industry leaders,
community stakeholders and supporters.
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