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As my time as president of this fine

With the insights she has gained from

university concluded with my December

serving as the vice president for alumni

retirement, I’d like to leave behind a

and development since 1995, she is an

message for our faculty members, ad-

admirable choice to set the course of

ministrators, alumni, donors and friends.

leadership during this important period

I hope you will always keep in mind this

of transition until Dr. Jeffcoat arrives

one important concept:

(see related article, page 4). Many of

Remember the mission.

you are personally acquainted with VP

In my seven-and-a-half years as Mil-

Luy and know full well that the presi-

likin president, and prior to that as both

dent’s office will be in excellent hands

dean of the Tabor School of Business

during her tenure as interim president.

and a member of the board of trustees,

In closing, I’d like to extend a per-

it was the thought I always kept in front

sonal note of thanks to my wife, Ellen,

of me: The Millikin mission to deliver

and share a few parting thoughts from

on the promise of education for our

both of us. Ellen, who married me dur-

students, to prepare them for profes-

ing my second year as president, has

sional success, democratic citizenship

been a gracious first lady for Millikin and

in a global environment, and a personal

has been honored to serve the universi-

life of meaning and value. Our students

ty in a variety of roles. She has grown to

depend on us to deliver on that promise

love this university, this community and

and know that their lives are forever

its people, just as I do. I am thankful to

changed by it.

have had her by my side during the past

This mission is why we are here and
why we will continue to be here in the
future. Its message resonates now just

seven years and for her personal work
Millikin is truly a place filled with the
promise of a better tomorrow and with

versity under the guidance of Founder

unlimited opportunity to explore. Each

James Millikin and first President

day, Ellen and I have had the plea-

Albert Taylor. Presidents will come and

sure of witnessing faculty who inspire

presidents will leave, but the mission

students, students who accept the

continues on. Our legacy is helping stu-

challenge to perform, staff and admin-

dents develop the foundation they need

istrators who find ways to deliver on

to succeed in life professionally and

the promise of education, and alumni

personally. It is a richly rewarding task,

and friends who recognize and support

and I will remember my time at Millikin

our mission with their time, talents and

as one full of meaning and purpose.

treasures. We are truly humbled and
feel privileged to have played a part in

in this office after me, including Interim

their efforts to keep the promise alive

President Peg Smith Luy ’75 and Dr.

for future Millikin students.

Harold Jeffcoat, who will assume the

Douglas Zemke ’66,
Millikin President Emeritus

in the community.

as it did in the early days of this uni-

It is my hope that those who serve

President’s
Perspective

We feel blessed to have been here

presidency April 1, will find the experi-

and to be a part of the Millikin family.

ence of leading this university as fulfill-

You have truly enriched our lives, and

ing as I did. I also hope that both of

we will always be thankful. In one way

them will keep the university’s mission

or another, I know we will always be

as their touchstone each day. The mis-

connected to this university, and it will

sion especially resonates with Peg Luy,

always have a place in our lives. You

since she has lived it personally as a

can count on seeing us on campus from

member of the class of 1975 and as an

time to time. It’s the place where, to us,

integral part of the university community

the sun is always shining and the sky is

for nearly all of her professional career.

always blue – Millikin blue. ●

I will remember
my time at Millikin
as one full of meaning
and purpose.
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CAMPUS NEWS
Political science professor
receives his second Fulbright
Dr. David Jervis, department chair and associate
professor of political science, has been awarded
his second Fulbright
teaching fellowship.
Jervis will spend a
year teaching courses in international
relations and American foreign policy at
the Maria Curie-Sklodowska University in
Lublin, Poland, beginning this January.
The Fulbright U.S. Scholar Program
is an international educational exchange
program sponsored by the U.S. government, offering opportunities for American faculty members and professors to
conduct research, lecture and/or consult
with other scholars and institutions
abroad. Only 300,000 individuals worldwide have received fellowships since the
Fulbright program began in 1946.
“Dr. Jervis’ Fulbright award is a testament to his fine work as a scholar and
speaks highly of the faculty of Millikin,
who consistently garner recognition for
their work,” said Barry Pearson, vice
president for academic affairs.
Jervis hopes his recognition from
the Fulbright program will set an example for the type of learning that he
encourages his students to explore.
“For students, going overseas
serves to broaden their understanding of the world and to heighten their
awareness of differences,” he says.
“The broader understanding of the
world is something we should all have,
not only because of the cliché that the
world is getting smaller – which it is –
but because of the large role America
plays in the contemporary era. Truly
informed democratic citizens in a global
environment must know more about
that foreign environment, and firsthand
exposure is the best way to get it.” ●
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New president named:
Dr. Harold G. Jeffcoat

O

On Nov. 16, the Millikin board of
trustees announced the selection of Dr.
Harold G. Jeffcoat as the university’s
14th president.
Jeffcoat, who retired last June after
completing his 10th year as president
and chief executive officer of Texas
Wesleyan University in Fort Worth,
Texas, will assume the Millikin presidency April 1. He brings more than 30
years of higher education experience to
Millikin.
Peg Luy, vice president for alumni
and development, will serve as interim
president and CEO from Jan. 1 through
March 31. Luy, a 1975 Millikin graduate, has nearly 30 years experience in
higher education and has held various
roles at Millikin, including serving in
her vice president position since 1995.
“We are excited to watch the next
chapter of the Millikin story unfold,”
said Mikel Briggs, chairman of the
board, when making the announcement
about Jeffcoat. “Dr. Jeffcoat’s extraordinary experience and career accomplishments, combined with the dedication
and talents of the campus community,
will help position Millikin to grow and
improve while serving our mission of
delivering on the promise of education.”
Jeffcoat’s selection concludes a
nationwide search process that began
nearly a year ago following the fall
2009 retirement announcement of
outgoing president Douglas E. Zemke.
Zemke had deliberately made the
announcement more than a year in
advance of his Dec. 31, 2010 retirement
in order to ensure an unrushed, thoughtful transition of presidential leadership.
Jeffcoat was one of three finalists for
the Millikin presidency, chosen from a
pool of more than 80 applicants.
“As members of the board of trustees, we have no greater responsibility
than protecting the health and vitality
of the institution we serve,” Briggs
said. “Selection of a president is one of
the most important decisions we make
as trustees, and we feel Dr. Jeffcoat’s
significant experience in higher educa-

tion provides the talent and expertise
required of this position.”
A native of Nashville, Tenn., Jeffcoat
began his career in higher education
in 1975 at Baker University, a United
Methodist college located in Baldwin
City, Kan. He earned his bachelor’s
and master’s degrees in history from
the University of South Florida, his
doctorate in educational policy studies
from the University of Kentucky, and a
graduate law degree from the University
of Leicester in England. He previously
served as assistant vice president at
Purdue University and vice chancellor
at the University of Missouri before
accepting the position of president and
chief executive officer of Texas Wesleyan University. Jeffcoat also held
the rank of tenured full professor of
humanities and professor of European
Union Law at Texas Wesleyan.
He and his wife, Marie, have three
children, Jennifer, Jacqueline and
James, and two grandchildren, Julianna
Marie and Ava Grace.
“Marie and I are excited to join the
Millikin University family and the
Decatur community,” Jeffcoat said. 		
“The University’s reputation for preparing students for meaningful and productive lives, the excellent faculty and loyal
alumni, and the strong support of the
Decatur community all make Millikin
an exceptional place to live and learn.”
Learn more at www.millikin.edu/
presidentialannouncement. ●

CAMPUS NEWS

Coleman awards $440,000 to Millikin
Millikin’s Center for Entrepreneurship
is the recipient of a $440,000 grant from
the Coleman Foundation, a Chicagobased foundation that provides support
to educational institutions offering
entrepreneurship education.
This grant is an extension of previous grants from the Foundation in 2004
and 2007, which allowed for the creation and continuation of the Coleman
Foundation Professor in Entrepreneurship position, as well as various other
programs offered through the Center.
The Coleman Foundation is a private, independent grant making foundation established in the state of Illinois
in 1951. “The Coleman Foundation has
been a wonderful partner to Millikin
in creating more opportunities for our
students to learn through performance
and to gain the confidence to succeed as
they complete their university studies,”
says Doug Zemke ’66, MU president.
Millikin’s Center for Entrepreneurship is a laboratory for student and
professional development. The Center
offers a wide range of education and
training opportunities for students in
many campus disciplines, and provides
business consulting services to start-

up, existing and emerging high-growth
businesses.
“The Center for Entrepreneurship
has played an important role in my
education here at Millikin,” says Katie
Baird, a senior majoring in graphic
design.
“I’ve found the Arts Entrepreneurship program especially valuable. It’s so
important to understand how to market
yourself as an artist. Entrepreneurship
education is an integral part of learning
on campus.”
“At Millikin, we recognize the vital
role entrepreneurs play in creating a
vibrant and prosperous economy. We
are very appreciative of the continued
support of the Coleman Foundation,”
says Sharon Alpi, director of the Center
for Entrepreneurship. “The Foundation
has been instrumental in the success
of our efforts from the very beginning,
providing funding for the Center’s first
program in 1998. Since then, over 50
percent of our campus community has
become engaged in some type of entrepreneurial activity, and we fully expect
that number to grow.”
For more information, visit www.
millikin.edu/entrepreneurship. ●

School of Education receives national accreditation
The School of Education has received
full national accreditation from the
National Council for Accreditation of
Teacher Education (NCATE).
“This validates the quality of our
faculty, as well as the quality of the
curriculum leading to student success,” says President Doug Zemke ’66.
“The School of Education continues to
focus on the professional preparation
of its students building the foundation
towards inspired teachers with great
passion.”
A study by the Educational Testing
Service (ETS) shows that graduates of
NCATE-accredited colleges of education pass ETS content examinations for
teacher licensing at a higher rate than do
graduates of unaccredited colleges. 		
“This recognition from NCATE speaks
to the integrity of our program and rewards the hard work of the many people

across campus, both within the School
of Education and outside, who have
been involved in the development of our
education majors,” says Nancy Gaylen,
director of the School of Education.
Millikin’s School of Education offers
10 academic programs. Students enjoy
opportunities to integrate course-based
knowledge and skills with internships
in area classrooms. The journey toward
excellence in teaching and learning
starts on the very first day of class. Local internships and clinical experiences
combine with week- and semester-long
opportunities to travel to and learn in
Chicago, the Dominican Republic, China and Taiwan. These diverse, meaningful opportunities show students how to
practice what they learn at Millikin in a
real-world setting.
For more information, visit www.
millikin.edu/education. ●

Watson speaks at
winter commencement
About 130 graduates filed across the
stage at the 2010 winter commencement
ceremony held Dec. 12 in Kirkland Fine
Arts Center. Graduates from Millikin’s traditional undergraduate program, evening
degree completion program (PACE), and
the master of science in nursing program
were honored.
Dr. James Watson, professor emeritus
of business, delivered the commencement address. He joined Millikin’s Tabor
School of Business in 1979 and taught at
the university for 28 years before retiring in 2007. Student speakers included
Veronica Sunderland of Decatur, who
earned a dual degree in Spanish and
chemistry, and Patrick Hoban, also of
Decatur, who earned a degree in organizational leadership. ●

Faculty receive grants
William Warren, lecturer for Millikin’s
Arts & Entrepreneurship program, and
Dennis Schwieger, entrepreneur-in-residence, are the recipients of a scholar’s
grant from the Beyster Institute, part of
the University of California at San Diego’s
Rady School of Management.
“This funding will allow the Arts &
Entrepreneurship program to continue
development of necessary curricular
components of our student-run ventures
that provide practical and realistic experience similar to those found in the real
world,” Warren says. “We hope to utilize
the materials provided by the Institute
not just in the classroom but also to
develop an employee ownership plan for
our student-run ventures.”
Millikin’s Arts & Entrepreneurship
Program, part of the Center for Entrepreneurship, is a six-credit course sequence
providing fine arts students with the
tools necessary to think entrepreneurially. Students act as owners of Millikin’s
Blue Connection retail art gallery, making
all managerial and operational decisions
for the business. ●

FEATURE PLEASER
A second look at a popular feature

What a wag, that dog

M

Millikin has handed honorary degrees
to many figures throughout the years –
congressmen, university presidents, opera stars, scientists and more – but only
one recipient created a stir in national
and international news. It was “Sig,”
the shaggy dog mascot of Sigma Alpha
Epsilon fraternity in the ’30s and ’40s.
On May 29, 1935, before an assembly of students and administrators, Sig
was recognized for his dogged deter-

member to follow around campus. Bill
McGaughey ’43 was one of his favored
SAE students.
“Sig was snooty and wouldn’t tag
along with non-SAEs,” McGaughey
says. “In the hallways, he would sniff
other men, and if not an SAE, passed
them by. He was a faithful SAE.”
When the bell ended class, Sig
promptly rose to leave, and if the professor dared to lecture past the bell, he

mination with a doctor of canineology
degree, an event reported in newspapers
as far away as The London Times. Sig
earned the distinction following loyal
service to his fraternity and his school,
including the countless hours he spent
in the classroom.
Sig began each morning a few blocks
west of Millikin at Dennis Elementary
School to oversee the flag raising and
children playing, then wandered to
Millikin for his own classes. He’d enter
Shilling Hall — then known as Liberal
Arts Hall — and sniff at classroom
doors until he located an SAE and
joined the class at the feet of his chosen
student.
Sig was known for his SAE loyalty,
often picking out a certain fraternity

would bark loudly until the classroom
door was opened for him.
Sig’s SAE “brothers” also envied
his popularity with the ladies. In the
1934 Decaturian social column, a lady
admirer swooned: “We just love Siggie because he behaved so beautifully
Saturday afternoon [Homecoming] in
his sweet little Millikin coat. While all
his doggie brothers were barking and
carrying on no end, dignified Siggie sat
peacefully on the grass and watched the
game with great interest. Therefore, Siggie gets all the dog biscuits this week.”
But Sig was more of a rogue than
his lady admirers knew, always getting
into a variety of scrapes. During spring
break 1935, he accepted a ride with a
perfect stranger who had a number of
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dogs with him. Duped by his “love of
riding in an automobile and the desire
for good, doggy companionship,”
according to the Decaturian, Sig was
forced to spend his spring break in the
city dog pound. He was slated to be put
to sleep, when his brothers raced to his
rescue just in time. Sig came away from
his spree with a new collar, license No.
8 and fleas.
Sig even set off looking for adventures on the day of his big degree
ceremony. Finally located at Dennis
School, he was led into the ceremony
to the tune, “Oh, Where, Oh Where Has
My Little Dog Gone.”
Sig was especially fond of accompanying McGaughey and his girlfriend
(who later became his wife), the late
Isabelle Osgood McGaughey ’45 to the
local Blue Mill restaurant. Sig had a
regular seat there and the owners always
treated him to a complimentary ice
cream cone. He also had a choice seat
on the floats at Homecoming parades
and attended sporting events wearing a
blue-and-white coat bearing his name
and the name of his fraternity. “He
understood it was something special for
him,” says McGaughey.
When World War II broke out
and the fraternity shut down for the
duration, Sig went to live with McGaughey’s parents while McGaughey
went to war. One day, he wandered off
and was found by the railroad tracks,
one more SAE who didn’t make it back
after the war. But as a dog who took
part in all the college rituals with his
brothers – classes, dates, football games
and spring breaks – he was accustomed
to following in the tracks of the boys
he so loved. ●
Information for this article, originally
written by Katie Liesener ’03 and
published in its entirety in the fall 2003
issue, was obtained from the late Bud
Lewis ’36, Alumni Relations Director
Jan Devore and a 2001 winter commencement speech made by Dean
Emeritus of the College of Arts and
Sciences, Gerald Redford.

MU CONNECTIONS

It’s a small
world...
Millikin style

I

It’s a long way from Decatur to the
Tower of London, and even further to
Jdioara, Romania, but Millikin connections can bridge the distance. Just ask
Karen Colton Popet ’81.
Karen and her husband, Ruben,
founded and operate an orphanage
in Jdioara, a rural Romanian village.
While traveling to a church conference
this past summer, the Popets stopped at
the Tower of London to sightsee. When
another tourist overheard them talking
about Central Illinois and asked where
they were from, Karen was surprised to
find herself shaking hands with Mike
Poe ’74, an assistant football coach for
the Big Blue.
Meanwhile, back in the U.S., several
of Karen’s Alpha Chi Omega sisters
from across the country were gathering
in Chicago for a reunion. During their
visit, they put together packages for
each of the 22 children at the Popets’

orphanage as a way to show their support for the couple’s work and mission.
Along with crayons, markers, pens,
pencils, protractors and other school
supplies, each package included a gift
and a Big Blue basketball T-shirt for
the children to wear in honor of Karen’s
alma mater (see photo, above).
Since raising 22 children is a big job,

the fact that “it’s a small world” makes
that big job easier, Karen says, because
she knows she has the support of a network of Millikin connections.
To contact the Popets or for more
information on their work, e-mail them
at rubenpopet@yahoo.com or call
Grace Point of Webster Fellowship in
St. Louis at 314-968-5233. ●

Have you made an interesting
Millikin connection?
Share it by writing to
millikinquarterly@millikin.edu.

The Alpha Chi sisters who helped pack school supplies for the Romanian ophanage
run by Karen Colton Popet ’81 and her husband, Ruben, are: in front, Jenifer Brucks
’79; first row, Amy Vaughn Pritchard ’78, Paula Turnbull Urbaniak ’79, Jeanine
Harris Buttimer ’78, Cathy Good Lockman ’79 and Kathy Gardner Thomforde ’78;
back row, Leslie Hannapel Kessler ’79 and Pam Yaroch Malevitis ’79.
Winter 2010-11 Millikin Quarterly

7

bIG BLUE Sports

Two receive Lindsay Medallion

B

Senior Kylee Brown celebrates with her
CCIW champion teammates.

Big year for volleyball
The volleyball team had a record-setting
year en route to a 28-7, 7-0 finish and a
CCIW regular-season championship. The
team set a school record for consecutive
victories, compiling 22 straight wins during the season.
Volleyball Head Coach Debbie Kiick
was named the CCIW Coach of the Year
and four players earned All-Conference
honors. Junior Kelsy England and
Brittany Cardott were named to the AllConference First Team and seniors Kylee
Brown and Abby Ott were named to the
All-Conference Second Team.
Junior volleyball player Kelsy England
was also named to the American Volleyball Coaches Association (AVCA)
Division III All-America Second Team as
well as to the CoSIDA/ESPN Academic
All-District Second-Team. ●

Football players earn honors
Senior running back Dion Wilson was
named to the D3football.com’s All-North
Region Second Team. This honor follows
his being named to the CCIW All-Conference First Team.
Senior offensive tackle Brian
Blomquist was named to the CCIW AllConference Second Team. ●
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Bridgette Starwalt of Sherman, Ill., and
tion and was twice named the 2009-10
Elise Wildman of Lovington, Ill., both
CCIW Player of the Week during that
seniors, received the Lindsay Medallion
season.
in honor of their outstanding perforWildman contributed an average
mances for their Big Blue teams. The
17.7 points and 9.4 rebounds per game
Medallion is named in honor of the late
to the women’s basketball team durF. Merrill Lindsay, trustee emeritus, and
ing the 2009-10 season when she was
his late wife, “Sis” Lindsay. It has been
named a D3hoops.com All-Central
presented annually to an outstanding
Region third team selection and the
Millikin student-athlete since 1998.
team was named D3hoops.com National
Starwalt has established
several school records during
her time as a member of the
Big Blue women’s track &
field team.
A three time All-CCIW
Academic All-Conference,
she holds the school record
in 400 hurdles with a time
of 1:02.21; this feat earned
her the 2010 CCIW Outdoor
Championship in the event
as well as qualification for
the 2010 NCAA Division III
Outdoor Championships.
From left, Bob Smith ’62, Starwalt, Wildman and Lucy
Starwalt holds the school
Lindsay Smith ’67, who is the daughter of the late F.
record for the indoor track
Merrill and Sis Lindsay, first recipients of the Medallion
300- and 400-meter runs with in recognition of their $1 million gift for improvements
times of 43.01 and 59.34, re- to the track and field facility.
spectively. She is No. 2 in the
record book for the 200-meter indoor
Team of the Week. That same year,
track with a time of 26.46.
Wildman led the CCIW in rebounding
In addition to setting speed records,
and blocked shots.
Starwalt is No. 3 for the indoor long
Wildman is a three-time All-CCIW
jump at 16-6. and No. 7 in the outdoor
Academic All-Conference selection
long jump with a jump of 17-00/50.
and was the recipient of the 2009-10
Starwalt was a member of the indoor
Jack Schwartz Academic All-Conferrelay team that set a school record in
ence Award for the winter season. She
the 4x400 with a time of 4:04.89. In adalso was named to the 2010 CoSIDA/
dition, she was a member of the 4x400
ESPN the Magazine Academic All-Dismeter outdoor relay team that stands at
trict third team for Region 5’s college
No. 2 in the athletics record book with a
division.
time of 4:02.02.
A chemistry, pre-pharmacy major,
Last spring, Starwalt was named the
she is vice president of Sigma Zeta, corecipient of the 2010 Jack Schwartz
authored the first peer-reviewed article
Academic All-Conference Award for
in the Journal of Chemical Crystallogthe spring season. A nursing major, she
raphy and has been awarded the Dr. and
started her final season of athletic comMrs. William Henderson Prize for the
petition for the Big Blue in December.
best essay concerning applications in
Wildman has been nationally recogchemistry or other evidence of excelnized for her achievements on the Big
lence in the field.
Blue women’s basketball team. She was
This is her final season as a member
a 2009-10 All-CCIW first team selecof the women’s basketball team. ●

Shades of Blue

Retired professor’s letter tells
of theatre department’s history
Letters to the editor are always
welcome. Below are excerpts from a
letter recently received from Dr. Arthur
Hopper, professor emeritus of theatre.
“When I received the fall issue of the
Millikin Quarterly, I was delighted to
read about the planned renovation and
use of the Old Gym. The Old Gym
holds a special place in my memory as
I was the first to use it as a theatre space
in the early ’70s.
I came to Millikin in fall 1970 to be
the chair of the then speech department.
There were eight speech majors and two
other speech faculty. There were no theatre majors; a major in musical theatre
was unheard of. Malcolm Forbes, then
dean of the College Arts and Sciences,
had brought me there to start a theatre
major. The name of the department
was soon changed to the department of
speech and theatre. Sets were to be built
in an empty classroom on the ground
floor of AT Hall. The only tools were a
few hand saws and hammers. No power
tools. No costume shop. Set pieces, (basically flats and platforms) were stored
in the attic above AT Hall. It was a very
primitive situation.
By fall 1971 we had a major in theatre and musical theatre (thanks to the
talented music majors who were participating in plays). The course requirements for these majors were very basic,
as we had only two theatre faculty, me
and Stuart McDaniels, our technical
director and designer. The next year
we added a third faculty member who

taught acting and directing. We did the
first musical in Kirkland in the fall of
1972: “The Man of LaMancha.” A gala
event was held with Mrs. Kirkland and
Governor Ogilvie attending. Soon after,
we were given the Old Gym for a scene
shop and storage area. That was quite a
week. We literally threw things out the
AT Hall attic window and trucked them
to the Old Gym. We soon began using
the Old Gym as a rehearsal space. I
remember well choreographing the fight
scene for “West Side Story” with Tim
Shew ’80 as Tony in the gym.
I have so many memories of Millikin; working with Steve Fiol on “Godspell, Jodi Mazaroti Benson’s audition
for the musical theatre program, Dwight
Jordan’s choreography, taking three
shows to the American College Theatre Festival, the installation of the TV
equipment for the student radio station,
directing almost 15 shows in Kirkland
during the summers.
I am happy and honored to have been
a part of the initial stages of a program
that has grown to be the outstanding
program it is today. I know that this
growth could not have occurred without
hard-working, talented and dedicated
faculty, a central administration who
saw the value to the university and supported the growth and to the recruitment
of many talented students. The latest
development – the creation of a Theatre
Arts Center in the Old Gym – is something of which we all can be proud.
Congratulations to all.”
			 – Dr. Arthur Hopper ●

Take your photo with Mr. B.B.
In November, Deborah Simpson
Carlson ’75, and her enthralled
grandson, Jonah Hughes, 2½, had
their photo taken with Mr. B.B., short
for “Mr. Big Bronze Man on Campus.”
Carlson had not visited campus for
25 years. E-mail your high resolution
photos (300 dpi or higher) with Mr.
B.B. to MillikinQuarterly@millikin.edu
or mail your actual photographs (no
computer printouts, please) to Millikin
Quarterly magazine, 1184 West Main
Street, Decatur IL 62522. We try to print
one each issue, space permitting. ●

A mix of things that are Millikin

Boxing it up
A group of students spent the night
outside in a “box city” simulation on the
university’s Miller Quad on Nov. 12 to
mark National Hunger and Homelessness
Awareness Week. They hoped the event
would help educate their peers and motivate them to get involved.
More than 40 students participated in
the event organized by Mary Garrison,
assistant professor of social work, and
Pam Miller, AmeriCorps VISTA volunteer.
A panel discussion on homelessness
that included local service providers and
former members of Decatur’s homeless
community was held earlier that week.
There are plans to stage an even
larger event next year. ●

Did you graduate
in May 2010,
December 2009
or summer 2009?
It's more important than ever to know
the value of a Millikin education.
Please take a few minutes to complete our Online Success Survey. The
survey will be open through Jan. 31,
2011.
For traditional program graduates, take
the survey at www.millikin.edu/gradsurvey.
For PACE program graduates, take the
survey at www.millikin.edu/successsurvey. ●
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CAREER ADVICE

Are you resume-ready?
by Pam Folger,
Director of
Millikin’s
Career
Center

W

What would you do if the person who
had the power to hire you for your
dream job asked for a copy of your
resume? Would you be resume-ready?
If not, it’s time to think about updating.
In today’s uncertain economy, it is even
more important to keep your resume
up-to-date. You never know when you
might need it at a moment’s notice.
Understand the mind-set

• A resume is a living document and
should be updated on a regular basis.
• Develop multiple versions of your
resume focused on specific industries of
interest to you.
• Your resume must be targeted for each
position. Look at a position posting and
identify what skills, qualifications and
traits are most important in the ideal job
candidate. Tweak your resume to focus
on these.
• Each piece of information takes up
valuable real estate on your resume.
Be sure that what you list is worth the
space and location. The earlier you list
an item, the greater it is considered in
importance and relevance.
A potential employer will read your
resume for a few seconds, so information has to “pop.” Formatting is very
important, but content that is relevant,
compelling and powerful is a must.
Format your resume

• Bold all headings and place them in
order of their importance, as determined
by the position description. Keep them
to the left instead of centered. Since the
eye reads left to right, this will allow
them to be instantly identified by your
busy potential employer.
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• Be consistent. For instance, if you
abbreviate the state in your address in
the heading of your resume, then follow
suit throughout it.
• Use a professional, modern font such
as Arial, and keep your font size within
a 10-12 point range. Your name may be
in a larger size of font, such as 14-20.
• Use a line under your heading section,
so the readers’ eyes are drawn to the
content of your resume first. They can
look at your name later if the resume
has enticed them.
• Keep your resume to an appropriate
length. A new college graduate should
have a one-page resume. As you gain
career experience, it will need to go to
two or more pages. Be sure to include
your name and the page number in the
upper right-hand corner of each page
after the first.
Add powerful content

• Be concise.
• Use keywords (determined by looking
at the position description).
• Don’t use personal pronouns.
• Consider whether or not you need an
objective. You need to state an objective
when you’re sending your resume and
you aren’t sure if there is an opening. In
this instance, it indicates what position you are seeking. You may also opt
to include an objective if your resume
doens’t fill the page. The objective must
be specific, concise and well-worded.
• Develop a professional profile or
summary of qualifications section to
best highlight your career brand. These
should be bullet-pointed power statements that relate your accomplishments
and skills to the position and may vary
depending on the position.
• Use bullet points under each job to
describe your accomplishments.
• Don’t list something on your resume
that you don’t want to discuss. If it’s on
your resume, then it’s fair game for the
interviewer.
• Consider dividing out your “careerrelated experience” from “additional
experience.” There is no need to use
bullet points for additional experience if
you don’t have room to do so.

• Know your industry and what the
expectation might be for resume content
and format.
• An international resume is different.
Resumes in other countries typically
include personal information not considered appropriate in the United States.
If you are writing a resume to be sent to
a potential employer in another country,
your resume style will vary depending on the country. Some resources for
writing an international resume include
www.transitionsabroad.com and
www.jobweb.org.
Remember this

• Don’t let someone else write your
resume. No one else is going to understand your skills, abilities and experiences well enough to do your resume
justice. However, do have someone review it once you’re done. It’s very easy
to miss typos and other inconsistencies
in your own work. Seek feedback from
someone in your career industry.
• Never underestimate the value of
an excellent, well-developed resume.
While networking may be the most
effective way to find a job, an excellent
resume is still a must. The old adage of
“it’s not what you know, it’s who you
know” is only true to some extent. The
skills and abilities to back it up, as listed
on your resume, are a must.
Once you’ve updated your resume,
you should feel excited to see all of
your accomplishments listed on paper.
Next, channel that sense of excitement
into your job search and interview, and
you’ll be well on your way to landing a
new position – perhaps even the special
job of your dreams. ●
Pam Folger, director of Millikin’s
Career Center, has more than
23 years experience in career
and employment services, more
than 11 of them at MU.
Learn about the Career Center
at www.millikin.edu/career.

JUST THE BEGINNING

I

A glimpse at Millikin’s past

In fall 1962, a freshman class of 260
gathered at Allerton Park for freshman
camp orientation. Among those freshmen was Douglas Zemke, retiring Millikin president, who would go on to be
a star wrestler for the Big Blue before
graduating with a business administration degree. During their time at Millikin, Zemke’s class of 1966 witnessed
many small and large changes, including some nationally significant events:
They banded together

Fall 1962 saw the beginnings of Millikin’s Jazz Lab Band, and on March 8,
1963, they gave their first performance
in a sold-out Albert Taylor Hall. Under
the direction of the late Roger Schueler,
the Jazz Lab Band quickly rose to
national prominence, performing at the
Chicagoland Jazz Festival in early 1966.
In October 1963, Millikin’s marching
band had just six days notice to prepare
and perform for a live crowd of 45,000
at half-time of a Chicago Bears football
game – plus a nationwide television
audience of approximately 2.5 million
(photo at right).
The attire was a changin'

Just as students in earlier classes,
members of the class of ’66 also were
required to wear their freshman beanies
on campus. However, the “beanie question” emerged as a hot button issue during their time as students, and in 1967,
the beanie tradition was abolished.
A year earlier, students had petitioned for a change in the campus dress
code in order to wear Bermuda shorts
in the cafeteria and library. The petition
was approved for both men and women.
Do you copy me?

The library welcomed its first Xerox
machine, a gift from the class of 1965.
Copies could be made for just 10 cents
a page – coincidentally the same fee
that is charged today.
In 1965, student Mike Evans attempted to promote his new, more aggressive-looking rendition of a Millikin
falcon mascot to symbolize the “fierceness” of MU sports teams. The staffers
of the Decaturian covered that story as
well as devoting heavy coverage to the
burgeoning civil rights movement.

New places and faces

Blackburn Hall, a new women’s dormitory, was built and dedicated, and
construction began on Hessler Hall, a
new men’s residence hall, in April 1966.
A year earlier, Chaplain William G.
Bodamer began his teaching career at
MU and was described as “one of the
most dynamic new additions to the
Millikin faculty.” Dr. Bodamer taught
at Millikin until his 1997 retirement as
professor emeritus of religion.

Millikin during
the first Zemke
years: 1962-66
by Amanda Pippitt
and Todd Rudat,
University Archivists

The day they’ll never forget

In November 1963, the class of ’66 and
the rest of campus were shocked by
President John F. Kennedy’s assassination, and students, faculty and staff
gathered in Albert Taylor Hall to mourn
his loss. The Peace Corps, established
by President Kennedy’s executive order
in March 1961, advertised and recruited
heavily on campus. Jack Kolb ’63 was
one who answered the call, serving the
Peace Corps in Nepal.
These are just a few of the Millikin
moments from the period of 1962 - 66,
when future President Zemke walked
the campus as a student, gathering
experiences and skills that would one
day aid him in his role as Millikin’s top
administrator. ●

During their time at Millikin,
the class of ’66 witnessed
many small and large changes,
including some nationally
significant events.
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Bidding
the
Zemkes
goodbye
A few weeks before his Dec. 31 retirement, President Douglas Zemke ’66 and
his wife, Ellen, were honored by the
campus community at a “Celebration of
Leadership” event held in Kirkland Fine
Arts Center.
At the event, more than 20 individuals representing faculty, administrators,
students and alumni, spoke of the impact
of the well-regarded, seven-and-a-half
year Zemke presidency. A few videos
were shown, dances were performed and
songs were sung, and the evening was
highlighted by a declaration that a new
$50,000 matching scholarship created by
the Millikin board of trustees in honor
of the Zemkes had surpassed $100,000
in donations. Subsequently, the James
Millikin Estate trustees also created a
second Millikin scholarship in honor of
the Zemke presidency for students from
the Decatur area. Both Zemkes also were
recognized at December’s commencement ceremony, where Board Chairman
Mikel Briggs took special pleasure in
announcing that the board had granted
Zemke the rank of president emeritus
upon his retirement.
It was a lot of hoopla for a man who
was touted at the Kirkland celebration
for instilling the office of president with
a quiet and authentic sense of dignity,
integrity and respect. Many of the speakers praised his undeniable commitment
to the university and its students. A few
of their comments:
“He truly has a genuine interest in the
students here,” said Alex Berry ’09, who
was a student worker for two years in the

president’s office. “President Zemke
makes each one of us proud to be a
part of the Millikin family.”
“Doug and Ellen are as real as it
gets,” said Walt Wessel ’69, university registrar, who has worked at
Millikin for nearly 38 years.
“We appreciate the 24/7 way you
went about being our president and
first lady,” said incoming Interim
President Peg Smith Luy ’75.
John Mickler, director of facility
operations, made note of Zemke’s
previous roles as dean and board
trustee, sharing his light-hearted
conclusion that Zemke must have
had “trouble holding a position here”
before reminding the audience that
Zemke never wavered in his focus on
the university’s mission to serve its
students.
“The last thing he said at his final
campus forum was, ‘Remember the
mission,’” Mickler said.
Vice President of Enrollment Rich
Dunsworth described Zemke as a
man who did not live by “situational
ethics” but a mentor who asked the
question, “If higher education can’t
fight when they’re right, who’s left to
protect truth?”
Following their retirement, the
Zemkes planned to return to Ohio to
be closer to family and their previous
home of many years. Interim President Luy will serve until the April 1
arrival of Millikin’s 14th president,
Dr. Harold Jeffcoat (see related
articles, pages 3 and 4). ●

A few photos of President Doug Zemke through the years: At left: President Zemke
and First Lady Ellen Zemke on the campus they love. At top: Zemke and Dr. J.
Roger Miller, two of only three presidents to be named president emeritus in the
university’s history, celebrate at the dedication of the Dr. and Mrs. J. Roger Miller
Centennial Quad during the 2007 Homecoming festivities. It was one of many
campus enhancements that occurred during the Zemke presidency. Top right: The
president signs an agreement with representatives of China Medical University
in Taiwan to further foster and develop an exchange program between the two
universities. Lower right: Zemke has a long history of supporting Big Blue athletics,
extending back to his time as dean of the Tabor School of Business in 1998.

PRESIDENT ZEMKE
BY THE NUMBERS
»7

The number of years
that Douglas E.
Zemke served as
Millikin’s president.

»1

His primary focus as
president: To deliver
on the promise of
education for all
Millikin students.

» 13

His lucky number. He
started his first job on
June 13, he is Millikin’s 13th president,
and his association
with the university as
trustee, dean and then
president began 13
years ago.

» 31

The date of his retirement: Dec. 31, 2010.

» 66

A 1966 graduate,
Zemke was a standout
on the Big Blue
wrestling team.

» 24

The number of speakers at a retirement
event held in honor
of President Zemke
and his wife, Ellen, on
campus in December.

»6

The number of different roles Zemke
has held in relation
to his alma mater:
student, parent of a
student, trustee, dean,
president and now
president emeritus.

»3

The number of times
President Zemke
began a new career
after retirement: He
became dean of the
Tabor School after retiring from a 30-year
career in telecommunications, then retired
as dean in 2001
only to return as the
university’s president
in 2003.
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WITH YOUR SUPPORT

Website upgrade allows quick
and easy credit card donations
Supporting Millikin has never been easier.
In August, the university rolled out a new Make a Gift website that allows alumni
and friends of the university a simpler way to make credit card donations than in the
past. The new site, www.millikin.edu/alumni/makeagift, allows individuals using a
credit card to make a one-time gift or even set up recurring gifts on a payment schedule chosen by the donor.
“Our alumni and friends were telling us that they wanted a simple way to make
donations to Millikin, something comparable to the ‘shopping cart’ systems you see
on so many websites these days,” says Peg Luy ’75, vice president for alumni and
development. “We also know that, more and more, individuals want to be able to
dedicate their gift to a certain project, department or cause, and this new Make a Gift
website makes that easy, too.”
Gifts may range in size depending on the donor’s preference, and at least one
donor has already used his credit card to set up a scholarship. Gifts may be made
anytime, day or night, and donors have the option to register their contact information for ease in making repeat gifts – or opting not to register.
“It’s becoming one of the most popular features on our website, as those who wish
to support Millikin learn that it’s available.” Luy says.
The site is completely secure and offers several giving options, including the Millikin Fund and the “Transform MU” capital campaign .
“A gift to Millikin provides students with opportunities to learn their passion,
fulfill their dreams, acquire professional success and ultimately serve society,” Luy
says. “Tuition and board fees cover only 75 percent of the university’s expenses. It is
through your commitment to Millikin that we are able to fund the other 25 percent to
maintain and improve the high quality of our educational programs.” ●

Sponsors meet with fellowship recipients
In November, Bruce Nims ’72 and his wife, Karen Nims ’73, met with the recipients
of the spring 2010 Nims Fellowship, created to help fund extended study abroad.
From left: Junior Keith Burczak; Bruce Nims; Karen Nims; senior Justin Brohard;
Carmen Aravena, interim director of the Center for International Education; junior
Stephanie Gates; and Jesus Velasco, coordinator of international student services.

Awards recognize mentors
More than 75 awards are given
each year at the April Honors Convocation ceremony, a Millikin tradition honoring outstanding students
and faculty. Many of the awards
and prizes given were established
over the past 100 years as a way
to remember the students, faculty,
staff and friends who have left a
lasting impression on the university,
including the late Joan and Melvin
Grabowski:
Joan and Melvin Grabowski
Memorial Award

The late Melvin Grabowski, class
of 1947, established this award as
a memorial to his late wife, Joan,
class of 1969, upon her death
in 1983. For many years, Joan
Grabowski was actively involved in
set building and all the “behind-thescenes” technical work for theatre
productions performed by Decatur’s
local community theatre group,
Theatre 7. This award recognizes
those all-important students who
are never on stage but are vital to
the success of any performance.
When Melvin died in 1995, his
name was added to the award. The
Grabowskis’ son, Tom, is a 1978
graduate with a degree in theatre
and physics.
Presented for excellence in theatrical design and technical achievement, the award was presented in
2010 to Joshua J. Wroblewski ’11. ●
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FEATURE

Signs, signs, everywhere there’s signs!

S

Somewhere, sometime, you’ve likely heard this advice: “If
you can’t say something nice, it’s better to say nothing at all.”
I remember saying it myself as a Millikin freshman 35 years
ago and getting a well-deserved eye roll from a Walker Hall
floor mate, who, despite that gesture, became a lifelong friend.
A small sign now displayed in her home provides a different
take on that same advice: “If you can’t say something nice,
then by all means come sit over here by me.”
I was reminded of that funny sign of hers and that naïve
adage of mine in October when I traveled 1,300 miles in two
days on a “luxury” Millikin-sponsored bus to spend three
hours standing on the National Mall with 250,000 others at
the “Rally to Restore Sanity” (see sidebar below). My collegeaged daughter, though proud of my sense of adventure, was
sure that her 53-year-old mother would be the oldest participant. She couldn’t have been more wrong. Yes, there were
throngs of young people, and most of them were closest to the
stage - after all, we older people have our limits on how early
we’re willing to get to an event and how long we’re willing
to stand in one place, especially to hear Ozzy Osbourne belt
out “Crazy Train.” But there were thousands of people like
me, outside the “Daily Show” demographic of 18 to 35, who
ventured to the nation’s capital. And we didn’t even know
we’d get to see Cat Stevens sing “Peace Train” and the O’Jays
perform “Love Train.”
So what moved young and old to come? Conversations I
had, as well as those I eavesdropped on (14 hours is a long
time on a bus), provided some answers. Many were Jon Stewart and Stephen Colbert fans making the trip to see the duo’s
comedy and political skewering in person. Others heard there
would be big-name musical acts and came for the free concert.
Some just wanted to be part of the “happening” or were looking for a great place to show off their Halloween costumes;
they added to the “insanity” quotient. But the majority of
people I talked to, including the Millikin contingent of students, faculty and alumni, came with something more inspiring in mind - they wanted to lend their support to the idea that
the tenor of political dialogue in our country has gotten out of
hand and that as Stewart suggested: “We need to take it down
a notch, America.”
Some carried signs that mimicked Stewart’s sentiment, like

the teacher who urged people to “Use your indoor voice” or
the middle-aged man whose banner advised, “If you keep
shouting like that, you’ll get big muscles all over your face.”
There was a librarian’s request, “Shhh. I’m listening to the
opinions of others,” and a fluorescent poster that read, “Being
loud, rude and ignorant is not a political movement, it’s just
bad manners.”
Of course, some ralliers had more of a political ax to
grind, but most were reasonable, many were clever and some
were downright funny. They carried signs like, “Congress
should do stuff,” “Obama: He’s probably not trying to destroy
America,” “I’m pretty sure nobody likes taxes,” “I disagree
with you, but I don’t think you’re Hitler” and my personal
favorite, “I’m not afraid of Muslims, tea partiers, socialists,
immigrants, gun owners, or gays, but I’m really scared of
spiders.”
Some pundits criticized the rally, saying it was long on
entertainment and short on substance, and while that may be
true, everyone I spoke with came away feeling they had made
an important personal statement by attending - namely, that
the way we talk to each other really matters.
Which brings me back to that polite “say-nothing-at-all”
advice. Obviously, it’s not a great philosophy for bridging
differences, since nothing changes if you don’t voice your
opinion. Likewise, little progress is made if you always take
the “come-over-here-and-sit-by-me” approach. After all,
sharing your ideas with those who are like-minded doesn’t do
much to initiate new dialogue.
That leaves one option for opening the doors to change,
and that’s engaging in civilized
debate. A sign I saw as I left
the Rally put it this way, “We
should all talk sanely more often.” Or as one of my Millikin
professors said many years ago:
“Even if you don’t have anything nice to say, you still have
to find a way to say it nicely.”
I doubt my friend would roll
her eyes at that. ●
by Cathy Good Lockman ’79

Cathy Good Lockman ’79 was one of more than 100 MU students and friends
making the trip from Millikin in two buses to the “Rally to Restore Sanity” in
Washington, D.C., on Oct. 30. The group rode 14 hours to D.C., spent 12 hours
in the city and rode 14 hours back.
“Even though this was a whirlwind adventure, it was the trip of a lifetime,”
says trip organizer Bobbi Gentry, assistant professor of political science.
“Many students had never been to a rally and were able to witness firsthand
how people-politics really works.”
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HOMECOMING 2010
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1. Honored this year were alumni award
winners and 40 years of the Athletic
Hall of Fame inductees. Among those
who gathered to celebrate were AHOF
inductees Chuck Davelis ’60 and Merle
Chapman ’59, retired director of athletics and former Big Blue football coach.
2. Students and alumni line up at the
bookstore to see Joelle Charbonneau ’96
and purchase a signed copy of her debut
novel, “Skating around the Law.”
3. University Choir members and alumni
rehearse with director Brad Holmes for
Sunday’s choral concert.
4. Alumni gather at the James Millikin
Homestead for the Carriage House’s
open house.
5. Students deck out in Big Blue gear
to cheer on the football team versus
Augustana College.
6. A young Big Blue fan gets into the
homecoming spirit.
7. Members of the alumni band, “The
Rift,” reunite to perform at LSB.
8. Theatre and dance alumni Corey Blake
Winicour ’96 and Shawn Lent ’00 meet
with students to offer “Career Connections” advice and answer questions.
9. Dr. Deborah Slayton, director of the
School of Nursing, shows improvements
to Michele Carmichael ’90 during a department open house.
10. Alumni celebrate Homecoming at LSB.
11. Millikin cheerleaders pump up the crowd
at Saturday’s homecoming game.
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Blast from the Past
It’s all Greek to us – at least on this page!
Can you help shed some light on these Greek-centric activities?
Judging simply from the haircuts and clothing styles, we
believe these photos were
taken in the ’70s and ’80s.
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If you can identify
these activities
and/or fraternity
What song are these A
or sorority memTO
bers, please
Or are they clogsgilinnge?dancing to?
e-mail us at
MillikinQuarterly@millikin.edu or write us at
Millikin Quarterly, 1184 West Main Street, Decatur, IL 62522-2084.

ALUMNIFEATURE
PROFILE

Fine feathered
folk music

A

A little birdy told us about these music makers who recently
discovered their common Millikin roots. Here’s how two
songbirds spread their wings and became a flock of four.
After meeting in the early 1990s, Bianca Wesolowski
Bevard ’00 and Sharon Brunot Speziale ’83 began singing
together. They lost touch for a few years but reconnected in
1996. When Bevard told Speziale that she would begin attending Millikin that fall, she was surprised to learn that Speziale
had attended MU for two years in the early ’80s.
The two warblers met up again a decade later and formed
the folk acoustic duo, “Birdy.” Performing vocal harmonies
accompanied by Speziale’s guitar, the pair appeared at bookstores, folk music venues, church concerts and libraries.
Birdy welcomed Chicago-based percussionist Megan
Thomas ’00 into the nest in 2008. Although Bevard and
Thomas met years before as Millikin students, they weren’t
well-acquainted. But as every musician knows, timing is
everything. A chance encounter at a Chicago party brought the
two back together just as Birdy was looking to add a percussionist to the group. So the duo became a busy trio, performing throughout the Chicago area.
Earlier this year, the members of Birdy invited acoustic
upright bass player Roy McNaughton ’82 to join the flock.

Above photo: The members of Birdy are, from left:
Roy McNaughton ’82, Megan Thomas ’00, Bianca Wesolowski
Bevard ’00 and Sharon Brunot Speziale ’83.
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Four alumni songbirds found they share more
than musical talent.
That’s when they discovered that birds of a feather really do
flock together.
Unaware that McNaughton shared their Millikin roots, Bevard and Thomas were telling a story about their college days
during a recent rehearsal. When McNaughton heard his alma
mater mentioned and asked about their connection to MU, the
group began discovering many shared experiences. The four
discovered they had taken the same School of Music classes
taught by the same professors (including Lois YaDeau, associate professor of music, and Stephen Fiol, professor emeritus of
music and former dean of the College of Fine Arts) and played
in the MU Jazz Band with its then director, the late Roger
Schueler. Art majors McNaughton and Speziale learned they
had taken art classes in the same studios and fondly remembered Professor Marv Klaven’s instruction, guidance and
kite-flying events. A few of the Birds even lived in the same
student housing.
The four songbirds now find their rehearsals peppered with
laughter and tales of their college days, as they continue to
share stories of their common Millikin background.
But the main thing they share is their love and talent for
music, developed and nurtured right here at Millikin. So perhaps they should change their name to Big Blue Birdy?
					
					
● by Margaret Friend

To learn more about Birdy or to stay on top of their
performance schedule, visit www.Birdytunes.org.
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Some
cool clicks

R

Running around in her pajamas trying to catch a snapshot of
a polar bear was just a routine task for Rachel Fletcher ’98. In
September, Fletcher disembarked from the Healy, a cutter ship
for the U.S. Coast Guard, after an Arctic Ocean expedition as
a freelance photographer. Her brother-in-law, leader of the expedition, had asked her to fill the open photography position,
and she insists it has changed her life.
The Healy, a 420-foot-long icebreaker designed specifically
for polar research, is the most technologically advanced ship
in the Coast Guard’s fleet. Reaching their destination in the
Beaufort Sea north of Alaska’s North Slope, the Healy’s team
of scientists included marine-mammal experts, plankton experts, ocean chemists and ornithologists. Their assignment was
to measure water circulation and characteristics, ice movement
and density, oxygen levels and marine wildlife in an attempt
to understand the nature of the Arctic climate change. They
hope to use these findings to discover the root causes of the
warming climate and whether it can be stopped or reversed.
Fletcher’s assignment as part of the education and outreach
team was to key an online journal of the findings as a way to
call more attention to this growing threat. As a photographer,
she was tasked with capturing the expedition on camera.
Although she loved every minute, Fletcher admits the ship
wasn’t always the easiest place to live or work. “The first day

Theater and furniture and photos – oh my!

Chasing polar bears and photographing expeditions are not
the only jobs held by Rachel Fletcher ’98.
Fletcher is a properties artisan for the theater department
at the University of Tennessee and owns Knox Upholstery
in Knoxville. Juggling her job and a business doesn’t deter
Fletcher from pursuing another goal – freelance photography. “Because I own my own business, I can shut it down at
any time and take off,” she says. She also enjoys flexibility
working in theater. Fletcher plans to take advantage of this
flexibility by returning to the Arctic with another expedition. “The Healy was my first photography job, but it won’t
be my last,” she says.
She has advice for Millikin students: “Follow your gut
and passion. If you hate what you’re doing, then don’t do it.
But most of all, be persistent.” ●
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This Millikin alum’s passion for
photography led to a chilling experience.
was basically spent getting our bearings because the ship was
so huge.” She also found it difficult to navigate the ship’s narrow stairs while carrying her equipment, “…especially if I had
coffee in my hand,” she says.
Fletcher was frequently paged to the deck if something
interesting happened. During one 4 a.m. call, she hurriedly
grabbed her camera gear, slipped boots over her pajama bottoms, threw on a coat, and dashed up on deck, not sure what
she would see. She joined other crew members who were
watching a polar bear sitting on a nearby ice pack. As Fletcher
snapped photos, the polar bear moved on the ice to get closer
to the ship. She didn’t realize until later that the bear could
have easily closed the remaining distance between them with
one leap. Despite her momentary brush with danger, she still
regards this experience with awe: “He was close enough to
lick the boat,” she says.
Now back home in Knoxville, Tenn., she says witnessing the polar bears’ struggle to find food due to a lack of ice
in the Arctic really struck a chord. “A few times we couldn’t
even find the ice because it was further away from shore than
usual,” she says. Receiving daily briefings from the team of
scientists also increased her interest in the threat of the warming Arctic climate. “It just made me think that I’m really not as
cool as I think I am,” she says. ● by Trisha Wheatley ’11
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Making the
world safer
A 1997 alum is helping create
awareness of environmental toxins.

M

Most of us give little thought to the chemicals permeating our
environment. For Susan Renee Hanks Ferre ’97, however,
understanding the potential health risks associated with these
chemicals has become a passion.
As a Millikin student in 1997, Ferre received a grant to
create an educational program devoted to children with asthma
– an experience which fueled a lifelong interest in studying
illnesses that can be linked to toxins in the environment.
Ferre lives in Decatur with her husband, Scott, and their
son, Josh, 3. A nurse at Decatur Memorial Hospital for 14
years, she has also worked as a school nurse and served as a
consultant for Campaign for Better Healthcare, based in Champaign. Yet despite the demands of a career and family, Ferre is
equally committed to her role as an environmental educator.
“I suppose I’m an educator,” she says, “though my training
as a nurse makes me think of myself as more of an advocate.”
Her role as a medical professional is only part of her inspiration. The link between environment and health is also very
personal. Ferre’s great-grandmother died of breast cancer at
age 42 after traveling the U.S. for two years in search of a cure.
“Her son, my grandfather, was only 7 when his mother
died,” Ferre says. “It was a very traumatic experience for him.”
Decades later, the same cancer struck his sister.
“My grandfather’s sister was diagnosed with breast cancer
in the early ’70s,” she says. “But even then, it wasn’t something people openly talked about.”
Ferre’s own mother was diagnosed with breast cancer at age
36. Fortunately, early detection and treatment led to a complete recovery.
“Obviously, my risk of getting breast cancer is high genetically,” Ferre says. “But for myself and others, I’m also interested in environmental contributors, not only to cancer but to
other health issues, such as learning disabilities, asthma, etc.
As a nurse, I’m concerned about prevention.”
Though the connection between health and environment
remains poorly understood, Ferre says recent events may rep-
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resent an encouraging trend.
“Al Gore’s film ‘An Inconvenient Truth’ opened the discussion on environmental issues and health to the general public,”
she says. “Research that started around 2000 is now showing
the correlation between acute and chronic health issues and
chemical exposure.”
Ferre’s personal involvement with the movement began
in 1999 with the death of her grandfather. “I felt I needed to
figure out what was really important,” she says.
Ferre began volunteering with various local and widereaching environmental groups, including Marah International
and Decatur’s Community Environmental Council. She sought
out venues and events at which she could speak on the connections between toxic chemicals and poor health. Eventually, she
received a grant to launch her own organization, RIPPLES,
which seeks to promote environmental health awareness and
protect people from exposure to harmful chemicals.
This past spring, RIPPLES helped bring the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention’s National Conversation on
Public Health and Chemical Exposures to Decatur.
“We hosted a dialogue at Millikin on the environmental
issues which are of greatest concern to this community,” Ferre
says. “The topics of discussion were then sent back to the
CDC for evaluation.”
“The average American’s daily routine exposes him or her
to thousands of harmful chemicals,” Ferre says. “Our goal is to
help people identify those chemicals and avoid the ones which
can cause the most harm.”
For more information, e-mail Ferre at susanrenee4ripples@
comcast. ● by Colleen Hart Kozubowski ’00
										
“The average American’s daily routine exposes him or
her to thousands of harmful chemicals,” Ferre says.
“Our goal is to help people identify those chemicals
and avoid the ones which can cause the most harm.”

CLASS NOTES

Show your

pride

Get connected with myMILLIKIN
myMILLIKIN is a customized portal on Millikin’s website, with a new and improved online alumni directory that replaces the old Milli-Link XP directory and
offers features not previously available. Your directory
information is still password-protected and available
only to Millikin alumni, faculty and staff, based on your
preferences.
Log on at my.millikin.edu and:
• search for contact information about your Millikin
friends and classmates
• order your transcripts and view other personalized information
• search for individuals by name, major, class year, city, state, employer, student activities and more in the new directory
Have questions? Call the alumni office toll-free at 1-877-568-2586 (JMU-ALUM).

Hogwarts...
Cheering on MU
athletics is just part of
what the Big Blue Club
does.
Your membership benefits
student athletics in a variety of
ways. Some of the special items
the club has provided include:
• wall-mounted display cases
in Mills Hall and Griswold
Physical Education Center.
• infield tarp for baseball
and softball fields.
• padded logo chairs for
basketball and volleyball teams.
• CCIW member-school
banners for Griswold gym.
• blue and white pennants for
Frank M. Lindsay Field
and grandstands.
Members receive:
• regular newsletters with inside
stories of players and teams.
• invitations to special events
held in conjunction with Big
Blue team appearances.
To learn more about joining the
club, visit www.millikin.edu/
alumni/getinvolved/bbc
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continued from back page
poetry, history, mathematics and numerous other fields. They are here because
they want to help you learn and grow.
Talk to them. Learn from their experience and their knowledge of magical
things. Get to know your professors.
In the world of Harry Potter, mountain trolls are big and violent. Taking
one on requires courage and help from
others. Harry, Hermione and Ron
become close friends after their battle
with a troll.
It is unlikely that you will encounter
any mountain trolls at Millikin (although
they occasionally do show up at Mi
Pueblito), but you will have many shared
experiences with people you don’t know
yet who will become your lifelong
friends. Don’t avoid the opportunities for
friendship that result from your Millikin
experiences.
Luna Lovegood views the world
from a slightly different angle than
the usual Hogwarts student. She sees
creatures others don’t and believes the
most extraordinary things. She has a lot
in common with mathematicians. Luna
also has strong empathic abilities. After
Harry’s culminating battle with the evil
Lord Voldemort, she says to Harry, “I’d
want some peace and quiet if it were me.”
Take time for yourself. Millikin will
put many demands upon you … course-

work, research, club responsibilities,
service work, social obligations. Get
away from it all from time to time.
Watch the clouds, listen to the birds,
read Harry Potter.
My sixth, and last, lesson tonight
comes, as did the first, from Professor
Dumbledore.
“It is our choices, Harry, that show
what we truly are, far more than our
abilities.”
Make good choices. Your choices
will determine the kind of person you
will become.
Professor McGonagall is generous,
wise, honest, brave, loving and drinks
wine in moderation. She made good
choices in her life.
Lord Voldemort was arrogant, selfish,
racist and extremely cruel. His choices
were not good.
So, these are some of the lessons
learned at the Hogwarts School for
Witchcraft and Wizardry that apply to
life at Millikin:
• Have plenty of socks.
• Ask questions.
• Get to know your professors.
• Develop friendships.
• Get some peace and quiet.
• Make good choices.
Best wishes to you as you begin your
magical Millikin adventure. ●

ALUMNI PROFILE

Fit for life

A

A strong entrepreneurial spirit and transformative experience
at Millikin led Reid Jones ’06 to develop two books on how
the collegiate athletic experience can have a lasting and positive
impact on personal and professional development and growth.
“After a wonderful experience as a Millikin student-athlete,
I became interested in the topic after a long conversation with
former MU assistant basketball coach Todd Creal,” says Jones,
“so I went looking for a book on the subject and discovered
there were none to be found.”
Jones, who operates his own publishing company –
VLockerRoom.com – says he saw the opportunity to develop
a new niche market on the topic and seized it.
The Columbia, Ill., native and former captain of the Big
Blue men’s basketball team began working on the books in
July 2009 after sending a letter to T. Boone Pickens, the wellknown oil tycoon.
“It turns out Boone and I were both shooting guards, and I
guess he identified with the mission of my books, because he
wrote several paragraphs tracing his athletic and business experiences and how he feels that the two are interrelated,” Jones
says. “Boone runs his businesses like sports teams with him as
the head coach. He was also light years ahead of the curve on
corporate wellness, having started a wellness program at Mesa
Petroleum in the 1970s.”
In addition to Pickens, Jones asked other leaders to share
their observations for his two books, including Millikin President Douglas Zemke ’66, who was a wrestling standout during
his MU student career. Less than two years later, “Applying
College Sports in a Professional Career, Action Edition” and
“Applying College Sports in a Professional Career, Perception Edition” are available for purchase on Amazon.com as
e-books or paperbacks.
Jones believes the mind learns by perception and action,
and the books address each theme as it pertains to the collegiate athletic experience. He notes that his information technology background and entrepreneurship education at Millikin
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This 2006 alum publishes books about the link
between athletics and professional success.
helped him create the “buzz” for the books.
Jones ultimately aspires to publish a
series of nine books on the subject, as
well as a software tool that distinguishes
qualities and skills developed from sports
and fitness. He hopes his works will inspire
graduate-level research on the topic and
lead to a more physically-active lifestyle
among his readers.
“The latest data I’ve read indicates that 60 percent of American adults are clinically obese or overweight,” Jones says.
“They need to be inspired to participate in fitness and sport for
their health and well-being, and if my books can help prove to
them that athletic participation leads to increased success in
life, then I feel I have accomplished my goal.”
Jones is also sharing 50 percent of the profits from the two
books with his alma mater, seeking to give back to the institution that he feels gave him so much.
“Upon my arrival at Millikin, I was confident yet lacked
responsibility, resilient yet lacked direction, and motivated yet
lacked priorities,” he says. “During my transformation, Millikin provided me with a challenging experience, exposure to
diversity, optimism for the future and respect for society. After graduating, I felt in control of taking responsibility, turning
ideas into reality, fulfilling a role, progressing individually and
professionally, being open-minded to challenges and change,
leading a team and creating opportunities for the future.” ●
					
by Dave Brandon, director of development
Above left photo: Reid Jones ’06 in action during his days on
the Big Blue basketball team.
“...if my books can help prove to them that athletic
participation leads to increased success in life, then I
feel I have accomplished my goal.”

That’s news to us!
Tying the knot? Expecting the pitter patter of tiny feet? We’d love
to help share your news in the Quarterly! While we can’t print news
about anticipated weddings or babies, let us know when your event
becomes a reality and we will announce it to your classmates. Submit
your news online at www.millikin.edu/alumni/kit.
Don’t forget to send your wedding photos to MillikinQuarterly@millikin.edu. Photos
must be at least 300 dpi for print publication.

Something old, something new,
something borrowed, something Big Blue!
Thanks to Erik Johansen ’06 and Stacey Shonkwiler ’07 for sharing their wedding joy with us!

Erik Johansen ’06 and Stacey Shonkwiler ’07, July 17. (see next page for wedding announcement.)

First row, from left: Desarae Eck ’06, Stacey Fackler ’09, Jenna Pelej ’08, Becca Fisher ’07, Stacey Shonkwiler ’07
(bride), Erik Johansen ’06 (groom), Dan Smith ’06, Paul Yemm ’06, Amanda Bullock ’07.
Second row, from left: Dan Ehlert ’10, Theresa Pokorny ’10, Ashley Gilmore ’07, Nick Whelan ’06, Brynn Traughber
’10, Katrina Hoefert Yemm ’04, Sarah McReynolds Lidy ’06, Paul Lidy ’04.
Third row, from left: Joe Sawyer ’07, Casey Wilen ’05, Mike Gavic ’07, Meredith Christ ’07, DJ Robinson ’08, Meghan
Christ ’08, Chad Goetz ’05, TJ Johnson ’04, Caleb Garvey ’04, Rosemarie Breske Garvey ’04, Kenny Scruggs ’06, Dan
Mathewson ’06, Chad Howard ’05, Mike Mullan ’06.
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Homecoming 2010 class reunion photos
Celebrating 40 years of
the Athletic Hall of Fame

Row 1: Roger Lotchin ’57, Kim Rowland
Fruehling ’97, Stacey Sparks ’92, Brenda
Hogan Livingood ’84, Mandi Landacre
Podeschi ’02, Cindy Hogan Fitzgerald ’82
and Jennifer Friday ’77. Row 2: Don Petty
’57, Ryan Jorstad ’62, Bob Martin ’63, Don
Shroyer ’50, Del Rutz ’62 and Jim Jolley
’59. Row 3: Lee Mateer ’03, Gary Schopp
’68, Steve Mathias ’67, Buddy Mueller
’54 and Clete Hinton ’56. Row 4: Michael
Lindsey ’02, Gary Jackson ’81, Merle
Chapman ’59, Lyle Slater ’57, President
Doug Zemke ’66 and Jim Deremiah ’68.
Also attending ceremonies that weekend but not pictured were: Jack Allen
’49, Bryce Boston ’60, Chuck Davelis ’60,
Wayne Dunning ’83, Larry Haab ’59, Mike
Jackson ’83, Lori Kerans ’85, Tim Littrell ’77,
Barbara Blume Love ’92, Doug Neibuhr
’75, Mark Placey ’80, Adam Provance ’99,
Joe Ramsey, William Severino ’62, Robert
“Roe” Skidmore ’68, Linda Slagell, L. Rex
Spires ’63, Craig Thies ’64, Scott Walker ’92,
Walt Wessel ’69 and Ron Wisher ’58.

Class of 2005

Row 1: Chad Goetz, Robert Macholan, Karl Kruger, Duncan Luster (age 7 months, son of Daryl Luster), Daryl Luster and Spencer
Lent. Row 2: Anita Richardson and her baby, Jennifer Blakeman, Melissa Anderson Peterson, Luciana Tiberio, Jessica Revak, Courtney
Condon Estes, Katy Fulk, Aindrea Gerber, Erica Melton McAdoo, Traccye Love and Vanessa Bettcher Lent (also ’05 and wife of Spencer
Lent). Row 3: Kristine Boomer, Kate Nafziger O’Donnell, Anne Marie Kramer, Tim Weber, Andrea Jones, DeShawn Pendelton and
Sheena Ward.
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REUNION PHOTOS

Attendees at the
Black Alumni Dinner
Gathering:

Row 1: Ephrian Leonard
’85, Victor Lockett ’85,
Jackie Rivers ’75, Debra
Fields ’76 and Barbara
Kenney ’72. Row 2: Ollie
Mack ’71, Gregory Hines
’85, Michael Lindsey ’02,
Eric Willis ’98, Vanessa
Johnson (wife of Carvel
Johnson) and DeeDee
Halbert (wife of Michael
Halbert). Row 3: Gwen
Miller (wife of Fred Miller),
Fred Miller ’73, Tony
Edmonds ’95, Marv
Dampeer ’85, Carvel
Johnson ’73, Michael
Halbert ’79, Sanchez
Burnside ’71, Rooney
White ’85 and Jennifer
Friday ’77.

Class of 1985

Row 1: Joseph Scott (age 3, son of Mark and Paula Grotheer Scott), Mark Scott, Paula Grotheer Scott (also ’85 and wife of Mark
Scott), Leann Williamson, Marica Heagy Cullen, Davi Thiele Stein, Tricia Smith, Laurey Briscoe Crouch, Jeff Crouch ’86 (husband of
Laurey Briscoe Crouch), Chris Nuelle Detwiler and Scott Detwiler ’84 (husband of Chris Nuelle Detwiler). Row 2: Lynn Kampert
Zienty, Lisa Pirtle Hoffbauer, Karen Eckert Devereux, Karen McDonnell, Jani Adell Duffy, Jeff Stollard, Terri Harrington, Denise
Arjmand Walsh and Shelby Casey. Row 3: Becky Husemoller Kay, Mike Jerome, Tim Devereux (also ’85 and husband of Karen Eckert
Devereux), Scott Sarran, Chris Vela, John Lutostanski, Shannon Black-Marshall ’05 (wife of Bryan Marshall) and Bryan Marshall.
Row 4: Rooney White, Steve Kuegler, Greg Huck, Craig Wells, James White, Richard Minor, Jim Trimberger and Mark Kern. Row 5:
Ephrian Leonard, Craig Wright, Dan Moore, Peter Jones, Tom Schenck, Kirk Kettelkamp and Marv Dampeer.
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Class of 1950

Row 1: Harriet Pope Burgett, Mary Jane Dwyer Abbott, Alice Jones Lambrick, Betty Godwin Watkins, Gail Norman (wife of Jim
Norman) and Shirley Gilman Bennett. Row 2: Charles Morris, Bob Roberts, Bob Munsie, Jim Norman and Charles Norman.
Row 3: George Kuhns, Charles Lugo, Bob Murray and Julius Hegeler II.

Class of 1975

Row 1: Jackie Rivers, Peggy Smith Luy,
Kristin Sewell Sager, Karen Meckstroth and
Mary Jenner Ferriell. Row 2: Tom Ferriell,
Dianne Hill Fischer, Jane Brueggemann,
Nanette Smallwood Frank, Claudia Roberts
Bima and Brett Niebur. Row 3: David Brown,
Chris Udell, Bill Frank (husband of Nanette
Smallwood Frank), Mike Bima (husband of
Claudia Roberts Bima) and Harold McMillan.
Row 4: Pete Izui, Pat Malone, Wes Tredup,
Eric Bremer and Bill “Sandy” Kreuger.
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Class of 1970

Row 1: Joan Sayers
Abrams, Mary Jane
Overbay Linton, Sheila
Jesek Hale, Norma
Dystrup Fathauer and
Mary Hancock Wirch.
Row 2: Martha Haupt
Sanders, Barbara Burns
Phillips, Ember Eakin
Davis, Linda Selsor,
Nancy Harry Berry and
Kendra Otwell Newland.
Row 3: B. Zink Sanders
(also ’70 and husband of
Martha Haupt Sanders),
John Phillips ’71 (husband of Barbara Burns
Phillips), Jack Davis (husband of Ember Eakin
Davis), Charles O’Neill
(husband of Linda
Selsor), William Berry
(also ’70 and husband of
Nancy Harry Berry) and
Michael Newland (also
’70 and husband of
Kendra Otwell Newland).
Row 4: Jim Kramer,
T. Edwards Breed and
James Henson.

Class of 1995

Row 1: Dandi Mansfield Pruiett ’94 (wife
of Kevin Pruiett), London Pruiett (age 1,
daughter of Kevin and Dandi Mansfield
Pruiett), Audrey Schnepp Moore, Natalie
Moore (age 6, daughter of Steve and
Audrey Schnepp Moore), Cyndi Cazzell
Johnson, Caitlyn Johnson (age 3, daughter of Cindy Miceli Johnson), Ella Johnson
(age 1, daughter of Cindy Miceli Johnson),
Cindy Miceli Johnson, Victoria Taft (age 8,
daughter of Mary Vettore Taft) and
Cameron Taft (age 11, son of Mary
Vettore Taft). Row 2: Kevin Pruiett, Steve
Moore (also ’95 and husband of Audrey
Schnepp Moore), Ian Moore (age 3, son of
Steve and Audrey Schnepp Moore), Hollie
Werts Fulghum, Jennifer Rich Moore,
Mary Vettore Taft, Carter Taft (age 9, son
of Mary Vettore Taft) and Rob Schultz.
Row 3: Jeffrey Smith (husband of Vicki
Becker Smith), Vicki Becker Smith, Ellen
Canterbury Heien and Jill Anderson. Row
4: Patrick Schrappen, Joel Zuiker and John
Branyan (friend of Jill Anderson).
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Class of 1980

Row 1: Barbara Free, Nancy Adrian Smith ’81, Mary Collins Ward, Kathie Shelton, Sherrie Tumpa Stevenson, Sandy Hodges
Dexter, Missy Ann Grohne and Kaye Dillon Pearson. Row 2: Susan Mitchell, Karen Winowitz Willman, Angela DiNatale Bates ’81
(wife of Steve Bates), Susan Latta Allison, Leah Huhnke Hellemann, Molly Beck Knapczyk ’82 (wife of Mike Knapczyk) and Marti
Haines Deets. Row 3: Desi Harris, Becky Mueth Pettinger ’81, Steve Bates, Mark Allison ’79 (husband of Susan Latta Allison),
Les Hellemann (also ’80 and husband of Leah Huhnke Hellemann), Mike Knapczyk and John Eckert. Row 4: Karla Brady Wilhelm,
Perrie Buesking Richards, Bob Hemmer, Jim Anderson, Tom Kehr, Ray Bauer and Don Neunaber. Row 5: William Pellot, Michael
Gagnon, James Hertel, Mark Stroyeck, Jim Schock, Jim Howard and Mike Reif.
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Class of 1965

Row 1: Pam Peterson Amato ’67, Margie
Browning (wife of George Browning),
Karen Lepp Baird, Margaret Bensen and
Laura Marietta (wife of Gerald Marietta).
Row 2: Ron Amato (also ’65 and husband
of Pam Peterson Amato), George Browning,
Neil Baird (also ’65 and husband of Karen
Lepp Baird) and Gerald Marietta. Row 3:
Parker Rosenquist, John Buchanan and
Michael Ufert.

Class of 1990

Row 1: Sandy LaBlance, Tammy
Fletcher Bergland, Lois Walker,
Michele Carmichael, Kim Thornton
Ginos and Georgann Grabiec Ross.
Row 2: Brad Warren, Margaret
Foran Vaughn, Ruth Buckles Young,
Julie Beamer Pfeifer and Kristin
Parkinson Larsen. Row 3: Rick
Dusek, Lewis Cline, Steven Young
(husband of Ruth Buckles Young),
Gary Nelsen and Ken Barnes. Row
4: Barry Lasswell, Chris Bullock,
Troy Elbert and Bob Bergland (husband of Tammy Fletcher Bergland).
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Class of 2000

Row 1: Alexandra Conrad
Boyd, Annemarie Doores
(age 3, daughter of Brent and
Kathy Mariano Doores), Brent
Doores, Meredith Doores
(age 1, daughter of Brent and
Kathy Mariano Doores), Kathy
Mariano Doores (also ’00 and
wife of Brent Doores), Oliver
Coleman (age 2, son of Alison
Bilyeu and Benjamin Coleman),
Alison Bilyeu, Maggie Smith
Prendergast and Jodi
Penttinen VerHeecke. Row
2: Jandi Cox, Shawn Lent,
Betony Johnston O’Connor,
Benjamin Coleman (husband
of Alison Bilyeu), Megan Holt
Swanson and Alissa Schultz
Kantola. Row 3: Jason Brittsan,
Aaron Humble, Casey Aden
Long, Greg Swanson (husband of Megan Holt Swanson)
and Brian Kantola (husband
of Alissa Schultz Kantola).
Row 4: Bill Fortune, Jeff
Carlson, Jay Schleppenbach
and Keith Creighton.

Class of 1955

Row 1: Carole Getz Killpatrick, Mary Lee
Absher Yeager and Ellen DeGroot Whitrock
’54 (wife of Clint Whitrock). Row 2: Carol
Kaminke, Lynn Helmle Potter, Ruth Moore
Jackson and Marlene Price Lattner (wife of
Doug Lattner). Row 3: Robert Kaminke
(also ’55 and husband of Carol Kaminke),
Clint Whitrock, Joe Killpatrick (also ’55
and husband of Carole Getz Killpatrick),
Duane Potter (also ’55 and husband of Lynn
Helmle Potter) and Doug Lattner.
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Class of 1960

Row 1: Helen Patrick Wells, Barbara Ann Barth Ahlenius, Carol Frede Pirtle, Lou Ann Giller Querrey, Sharon Jenne Nies, Barbara Borders
Boston ’61 (wife of Bryce Boston), Barb Witzeman McCoy and Sandy Burns (wife of Chuck Burns). Row 2: Richard Ford, Norma Gill
(wife of Richard Gill), Barbara Kern Ahlenius, Janet Harris Shurtleff, Timm Booker Serre, Carol Davelis (wife of Chuck Davelis), Carolyn
Rayhill (wife of Joe Rayhill), Elaine Ryan (wife of Dick Ryan), Sharon Skidmore Mueller ’62 (wife of Bill Mueller), Pam Nies (wife of Joe
Nies) and Martha Walkington (wife of Lindell Walkington). Row 3: Richard Gill, Sandra Sampson Pryde ’61 (wife of Jerry Pryde), Dick
Shurtleff ’62 (husband of Janet Harris Shurtleff ), Chuck Davelis, Bryce Boston, Jack McCoy ’59 (husband of Barb Witzeman McCoy),
Joe Nies and Lindell Walkington. Row 4: Charles Ahlenius (also ’60 and husband of Barbara Kern Ahlenius), Robert Ahlenius (husband of Barbara Ann Barth Ahlenuis), Betty Tingley (wife of Ned Tingley), Joe Rayhill, Dick Ryan, Chuck Burns and John Prange.
Row 5: Jerry Pryde, Dave Gendry ’59, Ned Tingley, Bill Mueller, Bill Fuson and Konnie Pirtle ’61 (husband of Carol Frede Pirtle).

Class of 1945

Row 1: Marion Vick “Vicky” Febus,
Isabel Hershey Henderson and Emmy
Hayes Lampkin. Row 2: Bruce Leonard
(husband of Joanne Patterson Leonard),
Joanne Patterson Leonard, Ramona
Chapman Henricks, Kathleen Cline
Pettyjohn and Gloria Glover Pierse.
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SAEs of the 60s and their wives, who gathered in honor of 2010 Alumnus of the Year, David Roth ’63

Row 1: Barbara Chasteen Lebeck ’68 (wife of Ken Lebeck), Carol Phifer McCloud ’66 (wife of Don McCloud), Margie Browning
(wife of George Browning), Marilyn McCane Schoettle ’66 (wife of Bill Schoettle), Mabel Roth (wife of David Roth), Martha Evans
Dexheimer ’64 (wife of the late Karl Dexheimer) and Jerry Imming ’64. Row 2: Ron Smith ’64, Steve Mathias ’67, Ken Lebeck ’68,
Don McCloud ’66, George Browning ’65, Bill Schoettle ’65, David Roth ’63, Director of Development Dave Brandon, the late
Karl Dexheimer ’64 and Gary Watts ’65.

Class of 1935 & 1940

Row 1: Naomi Edwards Davis ’41, Ruth Helm George
’35 and Waneta Trick Moses ’41. Row 2: John Baird Sr.
’40 and Murl Sickbert ’40.
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ALUMNI EVENTS

What did you do on your summer vacation?

Stephen Larson ’07 (center front, left) and Daniel Southerland ’10 (center front, right) created a 57-piece orchestra. The
Urbana Pops Orchestra (www.urbanapops.org) presented two free concerts this summer to audiences of 250 and 300 people at
Lincoln Square in Urbana, Ill. A smaller ensemble provided the pit orchestra for the Urbana Park District summer youth theatre
production of “Once Upon A Mattress” in July.
Several current Millikin students and alumni played in the orchestra, and Dr. Neal Smith, who teaches instrumental music
education courses at Millikin, played trumpet at the July concert.
At press time, the orchestra was scheduled to present “Urbana Pops Celebrates the Holidays” on Dec. 12 at Wesley United
Methodist Church in Urbana.

Saturday, July
30 Join alumni and friends as the St. Louis Cardinals
Aug. 14
on top rival Chicago Cubs.
Redbird Row take
Millikin Day Game Time TBA.

VS.
For more information,
contact the Alumni Office
Toll-Free: 1-877-568-2586
E-mail: alumnews@millikin.edu

We’re in the Redbird Row Party Suites (right
field, Rooms 208, 209, 210) at Busch Stadium.

Cost is $150 per person and includes a two-hour,
all-you-can-eat buffet with complimentary
adult and other beverages.
*Note to Decatur-area baseball fans:
Make it an all-inclusive trip and let us do the driving! Sign up for
our motorcoach from Decatur to St. Louis for only $25 per person.

Make your reservations NOW at www.millikin.edu/alumni/reservations
No generation gap here

In July, three generations of
Millikin alumni were photographed in Buenos Aires
during the celebration of the
200th anniversary of Argentina’s independence. Pictured
at left are Charles Miller ’84;
his daughter, Alex Miller ’13;
and Charles’ mother and Alex’s
grandmother, Arlene (Mrs. J.
Roger) Miller ’65. Not pictured
is Dr. J. Roger Miller, Millikin
president emeritus.
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Upcoming Event
Feb. 12, 2011
On campus – Senior Day basketball
games and free chili lunch. Women’s
(2 p.m.) and men’s (4:30 p.m.) basketball vs. Augustana. (Free admission
with Alumni Association card.) Enjoy
an all-you-can-eat chili and salad bar,
12:30-1:30 p.m. in RTUC, compliments
of the Alumni Association. RSVP by
Feb. 9 to alumnews@millikin.edu or call
1-877-JMU-ALUM (568-2586).

Every dollar makes a difference.
Millikin creates an environment of learning that is
unlike any other institution of higher education.
Millikin has provided me
with essential performing
opportunities, professional
relationships, state-ofthe-art resources, and long-lasting memories.
Those who have donated in the past are
directly enhancing my experiences and education here. Please consider being a part of the
Millikin Fund campaign this year. Your gift to
the Millikin Fund helps ensure that students
have the resources to learn, grow and give
back.
		
		

Hannah Fitch ’10
Vocal Performance Major

Y

our gift helps ensure a quality education for
Millikin students by updating facilities and

technology, bringing top faculty to campus, establishing
scholarships and more. And Millikin is a good investment: the university spends less than 7 cents in fundraising costs for each dollar raised, well under the
national average of 25 cents in fundraising costs spent
to raise a dollar. At Millikin, more than 93 cents of each
dollar raised goes directly to where it is needed most
— to benefit students. Recurring gifts through a credit
card even allow you to make your donation over time.

Give online at www.millikin.edu/alumni/makeagift

My Gift to The Millikin Fund



Yes, I/we want to support the Millikin Fund. Enclosed is a payment of $ ___________
OR please charge my gift to my  Visa  MasterCard  Discover Card
Card No. __________________________________________ Exp. Date _________

Mail to: Millikin Fund
Millikin University
1184 West Main Street
Decatur, IL 62522-2084
(or call us toll-free at
1-877-JMU-ALUM.)

Name as it appears on the card __________________________________________________




I/we pledge ______________________ to be paid by June 30.
Please send me more information about other giving opportunities (stock, life insurance, trusts, bequests, etc.).

Name(s) ___________________________________________ Address ___________________________________
City _______________________________________ State _______ Zip ___________ Phone _________________
E-Mail address(es) ______________________________________________________________________________

UniversityChoir Tour 2011
The Millikin University Choir, under the direction of Dr. Brad
Holmes, has performed throughout the U.S. and abroad and
will tour Ireland and Scotland in May 2011.

The choir was chosen to perform at the 2011 American
Choral Directors Association’s national conference, following a 2007 appearance.

Tour stops in Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky and Missouri
Sunday, Jan. 9
Springfield, Ill.
7 p.m. concert
Central Baptist Church
501 S. Fourth St.
217-523-3639
Monday, Jan. 10
Mendota, Ill.*
7 p.m. concert
St. John’s Lutheran Church
607 10th Ave.
815-539-5626
Special guest: Mendota
High School Concert Choir
Tuesday, Jan. 11
Geneseo, Ill.*
7 p.m. concert
St. Malachy
Catholic Church
595 East Ogden Ave.
309-944-5393
Special guest: Geneseo
High School Choirs
Wednesday, Jan. 12
Peoria, Ill.*
7:30 p.m. concert
Trinity Lutheran Church
135 NE Randolph Ave.
309-676-4609

Thursday, Jan. 13
Woodstock, Ill.*
7:30 p.m. concert
St. Mary Catholic Church
312 Lincoln Ave.
815-338-3377
Special guest: Woodstock
High School Varsity Choir
Friday, Jan. 14
Chicago
7:30 p.m. concert
Fourth Presbyterian
Church
126 E. Chestnut St.
at Michigan Ave.
312-787-4570
$6 parking available after
5 p.m. in 900 N. Michigan
Ave. parking garage (Rush
& Walton). Pick up validation ticket at church prior
to concert.

Saturday, Jan. 15
Indianapolis*
7:30 p.m. concert
Second Presbyterian
Church
7700 N. Meridian St.
317-253-6461
The choir also will
participate in worship
services on Sunday, Jan.
16, at 9:30 and 11 a.m.
Sunday, Jan. 16
Lexington, Ky.*
7:30 p.m. concert
First Presbyterian Church
174 N. Mill St.
859-252-1919
Special guest: Lafayette
High School Choir

Wednesday, Jan. 19
Columbia, Mo.*
7 p.m. concert
First Baptist Church
1112 E. Broadway
573-442-1149
Special guest: Rock
Bridge High School
Chamber Choir
Thursday, Jan. 20
Edwardsville, Ill.*
7:30 p.m. concert
St. John’s United
Methodist Church
7372 Marine Rd.
618-656-1853
Special guest:
Edwardsville High School
Chamber Singers

Friday, Jan. 21
Sparta, Ill.*
7 p.m. concert
Westminster
Presbyterian Church
360 E. Broadway St.
618-443-2025
Saturday, Jan. 22
St. Louis, Mo.
7 p.m. concert
First Presbyterian Church
of Kirkwood
100 E. Adams Ave.,
Kirkwood
314-965-0326
Sunday, Jan. 23
Decatur, Ill.
7 p.m. concert
St. Patrick Church
407 E. Eldorado St.
217-429-5363

You are invited to meet choir members following the performances.
*Housing assistance needed.
Please contact Terry Cunningham,
tour coordinator, School of Music,
at 217-424-6342 or tcunningham
@millikin.edu.

Freewill offering accepted at all concerts.
For more information, visit www.millikin.edu/alumni/
events/Pages/uchoirtour.aspx.
The Millikin Chamber Chorale also will tour in January.
For the complete schedule, visit www.millikin.edu/alumni/
events/Pages/chambertour.aspx.

MY TURN

Lessons
learned at
Hogwarts
Dr. James Rauff (above) addressed the new first-year students
at the 2010 Opening Convocation in August. His talk, slightly
edited here for publication, offers insights for all of us.

T

The legendary Harry Potter books, written by J.K. Rowling,
tell the story of an orphan boy who learns that he has magical abilities and is invited to a school for wizards and witches
called Hogwarts. At Hogwarts, Harry makes friends, learns
about wizardry and about himself while engaged in a life-anddeath struggle with an evil wizard called Voldemort.
The popularity of the Harry Potter series arises from its
wonderful characters, its gripping plot lines, its humor and,
of course, all the magic. But the Harry Potter books are also
popular because of the very real but still magical observations
they make about growing up, relationships and discovering
new places, people, ideas and abilities.
Coming to Millikin is not unlike coming to the Hogwarts
School of Witchcraft and Wizardry. You all have special abilities that made you eligible for entry into this magical school
on the prairie. I’d like to offer six lessons learned at Hogwarts
that I think are relevant to success at Millikin.
The first lesson comes from Albus Percival Wulfric Brian
Dumbledore, headmaster of the Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and Wizardry. Dumbledore was a very powerful and very
wise wizard, so his words of advice deserve our full attention.
“One can never have enough socks.”
Socks are an important aspect of college life. As your room
begins to fill with laundry, the weather turns to winter and the
trip home to free laundry service seems far into the future,
you will have a great appreciation for clean socks. There is
probably a metaphor lurking here (possibly a matched pair of
metaphors), but I must go on.
Fall 2010
Winter
2010-11
Millikin
Millikin
Quarterly
Quarterly
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Harry Potter’s Aunt Petunia is not magical. She is annoying.
Aunt Petunia had reluctantly taken care of Harry since he was
a baby and had hidden his magical heritage from him. Here is
her advice: “Don’t ask questions.”
Unfortunately, I must negate Aunt Petunia, because the
actual lesson is “Ask questions.”
Learning at Millikin, as at Hogwarts, comes from questioning. Ask about everything. Why are context-free languages
easily parsed? What is a trope? How do you dissect a clam?
Who invented the vuvuzela? Where is Waldo?
Remus Lupin was a professor at Hogwarts and a mentor,
friend and ally of Harry Potter. A kind and generous man, Professor Lupin was also a werewolf. Werewolves are not all bad.
In one memorable lesson, Lupin tells his class, “It’s always
best to have company when dealing with a boggart.”
Boggarts are magical creatures that appear to people in the
shape of their personal fear. Some people may see a boggart as
a snake, some may see a dark cave, others may see an algebra
story problem. Lupin’s lesson is that the scary and challenging
difficulties you encounter don’t need to be faced alone. You
have many people who will stand with you.
At Millikin, these people include your professors. They are
witches and wizards of art, music, business, literature, biology,
continued on page 24
Dr. James Rauff, professor of mathematics, has been a
member of the Millikin faculty since 1988. (His photo was
taken by Brian Cassidy ’08 of MU’s marketing office.)

THE VIEW FROM HERE

Weck Hall
Weck yes! Recent residents of Weck Hall (front right) will fondly remember their first-year on-campus
living experience with phrases such as “Weck Yes!” and “The Wecking Ball!” Weck Hall was completed
in 1990, along with three other matching halls that year: New Halls 2, 3 and 4. Originally known as
New Hall 1, Weck Hall was renamed in 1995 in memory of the late F. Rosalia McCambridge Weck
’25 (left), a recipient of the 1981 Alumni Loyalty Award and the 1987 Alumnus of the Year honoree.
Weck died in 1994 and left generous gifts through her estate to Millikin and several Decatur-area
organizations. Today, her legacy continues to live on through the residence hall named in her honor.

Did you know... ?
Weck Hall is one of the most
popular freshman residence halls
on campus and is currently home
to the First-Year Living Learning
Community.

F. Rosalia McCambridge Weck
’25 established the Mr. and Mrs.
W. Meredith Weck Scholarship
in honor of her late husband,
W. Meredith Weck, also ’25.
Together, they owned and
operated Haines & Essick in
downtown Decatur.

Weck was named Queen of
Love and Beauty, a one-time
award given during a springtime
festival her junior year, and as
a senior, she was voted to be
the one student on campus who
most represented the quality of
leadership taught by Millikin.
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